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| An Exhortation to the INHABITANTS . 
% i: 4 2 _ | | 
N of SoUTH-CAROLINA, c. 


My Friends and Neighbours, | 


XF ER an Abſence of near fix Years from 
A this Province (my native Country) and my 
Arrival among you, I have beheld the 
Faces of many of the Inhabitants whom I have 
„ known, and been known to, ſome Years: But the 
- | -» Novelty of my religious Sentiments, and Mean- 
I _ neſs of my Appearance, has, I find, render'd me 
*.-4 ,* deſpicable in your Eyes; which has been obvious, 
: * 74 when a Few of us, called Qyakers, have met to 
/ > worſhip the Supreme Being in a Manner agreeable 
to the beſt of our Underſtanding and Knowledge: 
And tho' ſome perhaps may ſtile our Principles * 
and Tenets by the hard Name of Here/y, and our 
Mode or Manner of Worſhip, ridiculous or abſurd; 
| nevertheleſs, we are humbly of Opinion, they are 
neither wnſcriptural nor unchriſtian, having, as we 
bs / think, the Sanction and Authority of our Lord 
* þ > Himſelf, the Example of the primitive Believers, 
and right Reaſon on our Side. 1 | 
a But notwithſtanding, as I have noted, that 
/ have ſuffered your Ridicule and Reproach, as I am 
7 5 8 „ cConſcious 
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* Any Perſon who deſires to be informed of the Principles of the 
| 88 referred to Robert Barclays Apology, ſince I find we are 
oftentimee condemn'd unheard. But be tbat anſwereth a Matter be- 
| 8 beareth it, it is Folly and Shame unto bim, Prov. xviii. 13. 
Apology may be had of the Printer hereof, in George-Tard, 
Tombard-ſirces. | = | | | | 
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\ conſcious it is for no other than Obedience to the 


Will of my heavenly Maſter, whoſe I am, and 


whom I ſerve, I am willing to become more vile 
in your Eyes; which, it is more than probable, 
I ſhall appear, when I expoſe the following Lines 
to your Obſervation and Cenſure. I would not 


have you imagine that any Conſideration, leſs than 


his Favour, could have prevailed with me to have 
appeared thus publickly in Print, or otherwiſe; for 


could I, withany Eaſetomy own Mind, have evaded 
this, or been excuſed from returning to this Place 
(as I apprehended it was required of me by the 
Almighty) you had never beheld my Face in the 
Province, much leſs any Performance of this Sort 


publick. I am not inſenſible, that the Reaſon 
L have for writing, as well as the Subject itſelf, 


may probably be conſider'd as the Production of a 
diſtemper'd and enthuſiaſtick Brain; as it is poſſi- 


'ble, on ſuch a novel and uncommon Occaſion, as 
a Woman's appearing on the Behalf of God and 


Religion, you may (as others have done in the 


like Circumſtances) be induced to conſider ſuch 


an One under ſome unaccountable Deluſion, or af- 
fected with religious Madneſs; and more eſpecially, 
as the Things recommended to your Conſideration, 
are ofter'd by a ſimple Female of your own Country: 

Some, in this Caſe, I expect, will affordame a Smile 
of Contempt, while others (acted by a more gene- 


rous Paſſion) pity my Folly, and kindly wiſh me a 
Return of my Senſes: But however this may be, I 


have conſidered, that from the earlieſt Ages of 
Chriſtianity, and indeed in all preceeding Time 
thoſe who refuſed to. conform -to the Uſage 400 


wicked Cuſtoms of the Age, and lived a Self deny | 
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diſtinguiſhed by 
who generally limit God's Gifts of his holy Spirit, 
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ing Life, Their Lives were counted Madneſs by the 
World, and their End to be without Honour : Not 
conſidering that religious Minds deſpiſe. and con- 
temn all worldly Honour, and earthly Preferment, 
ſeeking that only which comes from God, and 
which he is pleaſed to diſtinguiſh [thoſe by, who 
honour him (b 
Laws and Precepts) as he himſelf declares, Thoſe 
oho honour me, I will honour ; but thoſe who deſpiſe 
me, ſhall be lightly eſteemed. 
But before I proceed to what the Title- page 


mentions, I ſhall premiſe one Propoſition, on 
which all I have to offer, will greatly depend, 


vg. That all Mankind have a Meaſure and Mani- 
feftation of the Light, Spirit, on Grace of God, given 
them to profit withal. This Doctrine of the uni- 


verſal Extent of the Grace of God, the People 


called Qyakers hold in a peculiar Manner, and are 
, from ſome other diſſenting Sects, 


or ſaving Means, to what they call The Elect; and 


alert, that the reſt of Mankind are (as they term 


it) paſſed by,; or denied [the Means of Salvation, 


being * pfredeſtinated from all Eternity to De- 


ſtruction. EI ino 


A 3 Ci A It di TAE IL] . 
However, we ſay that this Gift of the holy 


Spirit, or race of Gad, is beſtowed on all Man- 
kind without Exception, agreeable to the Aſſertion 
of the Apeftle Paul; Te Grace of God, which 


brings Saluation, hath appeared to all Men, teaching 
l TH 15 . | ; 4 ' 5 La, 8 „ 
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To refute the Doctrine of Predeſtination, read Doctor Whithy 
on the New-Tefament ; and his Diſcourſes on the Five Conwo- 
verted Pointss © EI 


y walking in Conformity to his 
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us, that denyi hing Ungodlineſs, and the World's Luft, 14 
we ſhould live righteouſly, joberly and godly in this | 


preſent World. But 400 1 Mcn have received this 
Talent of Grace, or Manifeſtation of the Spirit 


of Chriſt, all are not ſaved, as Men may rebel [ 


_ againſt, or quench the Spirit ; and, by fruſtrating 
its Motions, render it ineffectual. Under the: Law 
it is faid, The Almighty gave of his good Spirit to 
the Jews fo inſtruct them, but they rebelled againſt 
it, Nehemiah ix. 20. And the Prophet Tai 
alſo tells us, They rebelled, and wvexed God's holy 
Spirit. And, under the Goſpel, the Apoſtle Paul 
cautions the Theſſalonians againſt quenching the Spi- 
rit, or extinguiſhing the Light, and hindering the 
conſuming Force, * world deſtroy Sin and Ini- 
ity in the Heart. 
Thus, i e to the Teſtiinony I Ws offered, 
and many ear produce, all Men have received 
a Proporti Light and Grace, but all have not 


Lare 7 its . all have heard, but all have not 


obeyed: However, this internal Monitor or Di- 


rector, is ready on all Occaſions (if we will apply - 


to it for Knowledge and Help) to inſtruct us in our 


Duty, and affiſt us in overcoming the Temptations 
of the great Adverſary of our Souls Happinſs; but 


we muſt diligently attend to its Voice, over” not 


only hear, but obey its eee thatour'Soutk 


may live. 
But ſome have faid to me, We grant that Clri- 
fians ought to walk agreeable to the Dictates of the 
Spirit of Chrift ; but the Quakers make the Guidance 
and Direction of the Spirit neceſſary in trivial and 
indifferent Matters; nay, ſometimes they offer its 
Dielates as a Reaſon for * Things accounted 4 by 
0, et 
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People called © / Quakers 
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Asi irrational and abſurdI anſwer; With Reſer- 


ence to our Duty and Obedience to the Almighty, 


| I conſider no Action indifferent ; every Thing of 


this Nature muſt tend to ſome Purpoſe, good or 
evil: And tis upon this Conſideration that we ex- 
tend the Doctrine of the Croſs, Self-denial, and 
perfect Obedience to the Precepts of Chriſt, far- 
ther than the Generality of thoſe who profeſs the 
Chriftian Name: And I take this Occaſion to lay; 
ncipal Errand among you, is to recom- 

ad, as fra I am nds. theſe Chriſtian 
Doctrines; fince our Lord himſelf poſitively. de- 
Fromm That unleſs we take up a daily Croſs, (to our 
corrupt Wills and Aﬀections) we cannot be his 
Diſciples : And farther, to adviſe you to a ſtrict 


= 11 to the Light or Grace of God in your 


own Conſciences or Underſtandings, as unto a nare 
ſare Word Prophecy, or perfect Director; 40here- 
unto you will do weil to take Herd, as unto a Light 
ſhining in a dark Place: For the Nations of them 


that are _ moſt walk in rr 
Lord. 


But i may be Sbze ddt MTR admit hs; 
3 anciently bore: Teftimony 
to thoſe Doctrines, and continue ſo t doe; then what 


f Need of my feeble Teftimony or Evidence? *Tis true 


that numerous Pens have been employed, and 


; many earneſt Endeavours, and fervent Deſires of 
this 3 fa 


People, to recommend and propay 
as they are enabled by divine Aſſiſt 


1 Chriſtian Doctrines, which they hace wy by 


their -own happy E; to be fo ene ane 
and advantageous to themſelves; ; and being 


. Grace made Partakers of Chad or — 
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| which is the Bond of Perfection, and the Cha- 
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racteriſtick of a genuine and real Chriſtian; theſe, 


I fay, by this Goſpel Love, are excited to'wiſh 


well to all Mankind, and, as much as in them 
lies, they [endeavour to ſerve one another in it, as 
the Apoſtle exhorts, Gal. v. 13. And their fre- 
quent Supplications aſcend to the moſt High, on 


Behalf of Mankind in general, that all People 
may come to the Knowledge of the Truth, as lit ĩs 
in Jeſus, and be ſaved. And when our Hearts are 


thus enlarged, both to God, and one towards an- 
other, then are our Mouths opened to declare of 


his wonderful Works to the Children of Men, and 


ſhew forth his mighty Acts, which he is able and 
ready to perform, by the powerful Operation of 
his holy Spirit in our Hearts, in ſubduing every evil 
and inordinate Deſire and Affection, and bringing 
them under his Government, and into Subjection to 
his divine Will; and by ſpeaking well of his great 
Name, to invitè and encourage others to came, taſte 
and fee that the Lord is good, and to partake of 


his Offer of great Salvation, no leſs than the Re- 
demption of the Soul (by Jeſus Chriſt from the 


Bondage of Sin and Satan. And indeed the Peace 
that flows from, and the Promiſes annexed to; a 
rfe& Obedience to the righteous Laws of God, 
are ſufficient Inducements to excite us to 4 godly, 
righteous, and Self-denying Life; for as the royal 
Pfalmift greatly experienced formerly, ſo we at this 
Day experience, and ſubſcribe to this Truth; That 
in keeping the Commandments of God chere is 
_ Rewardy and that great Peace have they who 
ove his Law, and nothing ſhall offend them: For 
be ſpeaks Peace rc Drs. * and fo his Saints; but 


e let 
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let them. not turn again to Folly, Pſalm Ixxxv. 8. 
And the Lord will ordain Peace for the Righteous, 
for the Effect of Righteouſhiſs is Peace and Lene 
for ever, Iſaiah xxxii. 17. | 
Agreeable to this our Lord tells his Diſciples, My 
Peace I leave with you, ny Peace 1 give unto you; 
not as the World giveth, but a Peace which paſſeth 
the Underſtanding of the carnal Man. And the 
Apoſtle Paul, to encourage and excite the Romans 
to the Obedience of the Faith deliver' d, and a pa- 
tient Continuance in Well- doing, tells them, their 
Reward ſhould be Glory,” | Honour and Peace, 1 
every Man that worketh good, to the: Jew:/rſt, * 
_ elþ to the Gentile,” Rom. ii. 10. 

But, on the contrary, that thoſe who are DG 
tentions, and do not obey the Truth, but obey Un- 
righteouſneſs, their Portion will be Indignatian 
and Mrath, Tribulation and An guiſb, por: every 
Soul of. Man that doth Evil-as ene is no Peace 
to the Wieked; for what have they to do with 
Peace, follong as they continue in Diſobedience? 
Indeed the Wicked may, as they often do, ery 
Peace to themſelves, When there is no Peace, or at 
leaſt not a ſolid one; asa real and ſubſtantial Peace 
and Happineſs, can onlylreſult from an Acquain- 
tance with Gd, and the Feſtimonyof a: good Con- 
ſcience: Rut a falſe and polluted Reſt and Peace, 
which many are erecting to themſelves, will de- 
ſtroy them with a ſore: Deſttuction, without time- 
ly Repentance and Amendment of Life; for in- 
head of this. Prace, . en have great Bros | 
Ifaiah, xxxviii. 17. 0155 

Many and 3 4 Advantages and Pri 1 
lege n — enumerate, * attend a Lite 


of 
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World to come. 


my native Country, 


he would in his wonted Mercy 
- Things that belong to your Souls Peace, before 


. Conſtraint upon | 
This, and what follows, I am ſenſible will found 
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of Piety and Holineſs, no leſs than an Hundreds | 


fold of Peace in our Boſoms in this Life, and the 


great and precious Promiſe of Life Eternal in the 
And as I have, by the Grace of 


God, and thro Obedience of Faith, witneſſed in 
Degree this Peace from God, (which is beyond the *' 
Conception of thoſe who have never enjoyed it) I 
became greatly concerned for Mankind in general, 
particular Manner for the Inhabitants of | 
might witneſs ga | 

i 


and in a 


that they 
Peace; and I often petitioned the Almi 


diſcover to you the 


they might, by Unbelief, be hid from _ 
Eyes. by” OEMS 
Having had. this Otley fo ſome. Tims on 
your Account, the Almighty was pleaſed to lay a 
me to declare it you. 


as idle and ridiculous Tales in the Ears of many; 

however, I ſhall go on to tell you, that I conſider 
myſelf as a very feeble Inſtrument in the Cauſe of 
God, and one of the leaſt Servants in my Maſter's 
Houſe. I have alſo conſidet d, how backward 
the Generality of People are to receive Advice, 


even when it has bon oiled: e ious, pious 


and learned Men; and that laber ach 


have had but little Effect on the Minds and Con- 


duct of many called Chriſtians; and reflecting on 
the Greatneſs af my Inability, as well as the Im- 
probability of my being ſerviceable in God's Cauſe, 

I have been induced to fay, Lord! who wil be 
lieve my fince jo many have labour d (as 1 


ee! thought) in Vain 4 Shall I, a poor Female, 


undertake 
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undertake for God? Can J prefume to come up to | 
bis Help againſt the great Adverſary of Souls? No 


ſurely ; rather, I beſeech thee, appear in the Glory 


of thy Majefly, and by the immediate Act of thy 
mighty Power in the Hearts of the People, ſubdue and 
lay waſte the flrong Holds of Sin and Satan ! And in 
the Room thereof eftabliſh, I beſeech thee, the King 
dom and Dominion of thy dear Son, of Lord, whoſe 
Right alone it 1s to reign in the Hearts of the People, 
who is the King of Kings, and Lord of Lords! 


And farther, tho I am but Duſt and Aſhes, I thus 


preſumed to excuſe myſelf; Lord, I am not  elo- 


quent, neither heretofore, nor ſince thou haſt been | 
plage to diſcover thy Will tome. But to an Al- 


mighty Power, who doth according to his righte- 
ous Will, both in the Armies of Heaven and 


among the Inhabitants of the Earth, who ſhall 


ſay, What doſt thou? And ſince he is pleaſed to 


ſend by the Hand of whom he will ſend, I no 


longer reſiſted his Will, but became obedient to 
his Word and Power, againſt which I had long 
reaſoned, and objected my Unfitneſs; tho' the 
Apoſtle Paul informs us, That as many as have been 
baptized into Chriſt (or with his Baptiſm ' of Fire 
and the holy Ghoſt, ' and have witneſſed the chaf- 
fy Nature in them conſumed, and by this Means) 
- bave put on Chriſt (that then there is no Diſtinction 
or Difference among Chriſtians in a religious Senſe) 
' there is neither Jew or Gentile, there is neither 
Bond nor Free, there is neither Male nor Female: 
For, ſays the Apoſtle, ye are all one in Chrift Fefus. 


Thus he ſeems to allow our Sex the ſame Goſpel 


: Privileges with the reſt of Mankind. And the 


royal Prophet calls on the Female, as well as the 


Cade. 
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Male Part of God's rational Creation, to celebrate 
the Praiſe of our common Governor and Bene- 
factor. Why then, ſays one, ſhould Woman 
© be denied her Canticle of Praiſe in the general 
Chorus, ſince out of the Mouthsof Babes and Suck- 
lings God will {till ordain and perfect Praiſe?” 
And we may further obſerve, when the Tabernacle 
of the Lord was erected in the Wilderneſs, the 
Women, we are told, who were willing-hearted, 
brought their Free-will Offerings, and preſented 
them towards the Building, or at leaſt embelliſhing 
of this moveable Temple, which, tis ſaid, was a 
Type of the true Church militant, and the Taber- 


naacle which God has pitched, and not Man. And 


if Females were allowed to aſſiſt and contribute to 


ſhould any, or the leaſt Eſſay towards the Repair- 
ing the Breaches in God's Building, be rejected 


poſe any new Doctrine, nor endeavour to lay any 
other Foundation than that which is already laid, 
ur. The Revelation of the Spirit of Jeſus Chriſt 
the Righteous, in the Soul of Man, on which the 
Church of Chriſt is founded and built: Nor for 
the moral Diſorders ſo viſible amongſt the Pro- 
feſſors of Chriſtianity, do we preſcribe new or un- 
try d Remedies ; but having experienced the Vir- 
tue and Efficacy of the old, we, in great Love and 
-Good-will, endeavour to perſuade you to apply 
them: For the ſame Fountain of Purgation is 
now open to Sinners, that was in Ages paſt ſet 


open for the Houſe of David, and Inhabitants 


of FJeruſalem, for Sin and for Uncleanneſs; for 
the Almighty is not only the God of the Jets, 
but of the Gentiles alſo. | Le 


under the Goſpel! Since we do not offer or pro— 


16 
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a But to proceed 3 I have told ; you that this 


Voyage to my native Place, was undertaken in 


Purſuance of what J verily believed was the Will 
of God concerning me, and required of me by 
him (I make no no Doubt) as one amongſt the 
many Trials I have been exerciſed with, of my 
Faith, Love and Obedience; wherein I believe it 
my Duty openly and freely to confeſs Chriſt before 
Men, whoſe operating Power on my Heart J had 


fearfully and cowardly endeavour'd to conceal be- 
fore this Province; and I take this Occaſion to 


declare to you, that I am not aſhamed of the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, which I have in Meaſure ex- 
perienced to be the Power of God to Salvation to 
all them who believe, and continue to obey it : 
And the-more numerous the Teſtimonies, and 
greater the Cloud of Witneſſes, to the Efficacy of 
the Grace and Power of God, the more will the 
Truths and Evidences propoſed and- produced, be 
ſtrengthen'd and corroborated. But ſome may 
poſſibly aſk, How I certainly know that I am not 


miſtaken, and that inſtead of being led by the Spirit 


of Truth, I am not deceived by the Spirit of Error? 
To ſuch I anſwer, I have one Rule to ſquare my 
Actions by, which never yet failed me, when I ap- 
plied it; and that is, By Application to the Divine 
Being, that he would be pleaſed to preſerve me 
from Error and Deluſion. I examine by his divine 
Light and Aſſiſtance, the Motive, Deſign, Ten- 
dency and End of my Actions; and if I find no- 
thing repugnant to, or inconſiſtent with the 


5 Honour of God, and Scripture Precepts or Teſti- 
| .mony, I make a rational Concluſion, that I am 
ſafe at leaſt. And tho' I do not obſerve from 


Scripture 
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in Truth, Sin 
it there, my Duty to obey all God's Commands; 


Spirit, at this Day, as well as in former Ages, 


Scripture, that it is my particular Duty to exhort 
to yours; nor do I gather from thence, that 


I ought to declare, in this publick Manner, of the 


Goodneſs, Mercy, and loving Kindneſs of the 
Almighty, to all who ſeek his Face and Favour 
and Uprightneſs ; yet I find 


and that the Almi ghty may, and does, lay parti- 


_ cular Injunctions, — ſpecial Commands , upon his 


Servants, by the divine Direction of his holy 
1 
firmly believe: And that the Bleſſing our Lord 

romiſed to confer on his immediate Followers, 
extends as well to all his ſucceeding Diſciples, viz. 
That he would pray the Father, and he will (lays 
he) ſend you another Comforter, that may abide with 
you for ever, even the Spirit of Truth, who will 
guide and had you into all Truth, and ſhew you 


Things to come ; for he that dwelleth with you, ſhall 


be in you; and this Comforter, which is the 


holy Ghoſt, ſball teach you all Things, and bring 


all Things to your Remembrance. 
And the Apoſtle Peter, at that memorable 


Time, when he was preaching to People of vari- 
- ous Languages, tells his Audience, firſt quoting a 
Paſſage from the Prophet Joel, Acts ii 38. 1 


ſhall come to paſs in the laſt (or Gol _ Days, 1 
that I will pour out of my Fr upon all Fleſh, _ d »| 


your Sons and your Daughters ſhall prophecy, &c 


And he ſubjoins, Repent and be baptized, every 
one of you, in the Name of Feſus Chriſt, for the 


; Remi ſion of Sins, and ye ſhall receive the Gift of B 


the holy Ghoſt : For the Promiſe is to you, and to 


Jour 2 ſdren, and to all Es are afar off, even as 
| Hig 


a — 
* F 8 
A, * 7 9 $60%-" 4 
8 IA, F 
n . e een 
AE Cr OST: 


1 of SouTu-CaROLINa, Get. 
| f many as the Lord our Gad ſhall call. And to you, 
O Men he calls, his Voice is to the Sons of Men, 
Prov. vii. 4. . 


And we may further obſerve, That the Spirit 


| of Chriſt was not limited to his immediate Diſ- 


ciples, to whom it was to be ſent as a Comforter 


and Director; but he tells them, it ſhould appear 
to the World of Unbelievers in another Admini- 


ſtration or Office, viz. That of a Reprover for 
Sin. For when Chriſt aſcended up on high, he gave 
Gifts to Men, yea, even to the Rebellious, Eph. 


"W/E 8. 


And the Gifts of the holy Ghoſt, Poole, in 


bis Annotations, tells us, © Was not, as ſome 


« imagine, confined to the Apoſtles Days, but 


that Chriſtians, in ſucceeding Ages, received as 


| cc large Pr ions of the divine Influences and | 


« Gifts of the holy Spirit as formerly.” 
And that Females did receive theſe Gifts as wel 


as the Men, and on proper Occaſions did exerciſe 


them, Jobn Locke, in his Paraphraſe on Paul's 
Epiſtles, aflures us, by Proof. He tells us, © That 


1 « God, for Order ſake, had inſtituted in the 


«© World a proper Subordination of the weaker 
<< Sex to the ſtronger ; yet ( ſays he) this hinder'd 
<« not but that he might make Uſe of the weaker 
Sex to any Function, whenever he thought fit, 
« as well as he did the Men.“ He fays much 


N more to the ſame Purpoſe ; but I leave him to thoſe 


who may have an Opportunity and Inclination to 
read him further on this Subject +; and return 


to illuſtrate, as well as I am able, the Rule of 


my Conduct in religious Matters, I 


+ Locke on 2 Corinthians I 4+ 


465 An Exnbortation'to the Inhabitants 


| I am ſenſible that it is my Duty, firſt and 
! principally, and above all other Conſiderations, to 
$i love, adore, honour, and obey, the Supreme 
1 Being; and next, I find it my Duty to love my 
Neighbour as myſelf; and to obſerve to act 
in the ſame juſt and upright Manner in every 
Circumſtance, that I deſire he ſhould act in to- 
wards myſelf: Therefore, if, upon a Scrutiny 
or Examination, I find my Deſign or Action di- 
rectly or indirectly tending to the Diſhonour of 
God, or in any Shape injurious to my Neighbour, 
I am immediately inſtructed, by the inward 
Monitor, or Light of Chriſt in my Conſcience, 
to decline it; and if I forbear the Action, Cc. I be- 
lieve you will grant J am right ſo far, Again, 
if I apprehend I am directed or commanded to 
do any particular Thing; if, upon Trial, by 
the above Rule, it bears the Teſt, and has any 
Tendency to promote God's Honour, Peace, 
Good-will, Charity and Benevolence to my 
Neighbour, I believe I am ſafe, and may ven- 
ture to conclude, that this Suggeſtion can pro- 
ceed from no other than God ; fince it points to 
ſome ſmall Degree of Glory to his Name and 
Power. And further, any Deed that can ſtand 
this Trial, cannot poſſibly have its Riſe, or be 
excited by a diabvlical Spirit; ſince we have our 
Lord's Teſtimony to the Truth of this Aſſertion, 
| That if Satan riſe up againſt himſelf, and be di- 
vided, be cannot ſtand, but hath an End, Mark 
ii 66. e e 
But whatever Judgment may be made of my 
religious Sentiments and Conduct, it will be far 
from affecting me; my Peace and Happineſs in 
| | no 
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Jof Mortals, but on the Favour and Approbation 


of God, by whoſe juſt and decifive Judgment 1 
Z muſt ſtand or fall; 


for God ſeeth not as Dy 


ſeeth, Man judging by 


2 hings ; and the Prophet queries, 


Ucreateth the Spirit, he declareth unto Man what 
© his Thoughts are: Even he that maketh the Morn= 
ing Darkneſs, and treadeth upon the high Places of 


the outward Appearance 
only; ; but the Lord looketh at the Heart. yo 
7 tho' we are told, The Heart is d:ceitful above all 
Who can know- 
; is pleaſed to declare, in theſe 
3 | Words, I the Lord ſearch the Heart, and try the 
Reins; and behold he that formeth the Mountains, and 
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7 in no wiſe depending on the Favour or Applauſe 


Ihe Barth, the Lord, the God of Hoſt i 15 1 Name, 53 


Amos iv. 13. | 
A Further; I have thought, you may pofibly 25 
imagine, that in Pride and Arrogancy of Heart lam 
come to ſee how you fare, with regard to your eter- 
nal Salvation: But give me Leave to aſſure you, 


my Viſit proceeds from no ſuch- evil Motive; nei- 


ther have I any further Views than the Peace and 
Satisfaction that flows from a Conſciouſneſs of 
haviag done my Duty, in coming to proclaim the 
glad Tidings of Peace and Salvation among you, 
to all who will accept of it on God's Terms, vis 


Repentance, and Amendment of Life. 

I have no particular Perſon in View, nor Bus 
ſign to offend any One living ; and if atany time 
I ſhould expreſs myſelf a little warmly, my Zeal 


is aim'd againſt Sin, and the Irregularity of PE. 


les Lives in. general; 


your Temporal, as well as 


Eternal Intereſt, I with as well to, as I do tomy 


own. Ido not undertake to addreſs you in PO 
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* 8 . to the Inhabitants | 


"A | Words, nor, were it in my Power, to pleaſe your | 
+ Ear with fine Periods. 


The Laws of Method 14 
Novi little of, therefore I don't attempt any Rule 


of that Sort; neither do I preſume to offer any 


0 3 hing new on the Subject of Religion; but if one 
7 1 4 0 of my 
of God, may have the leaſt Tendency to excite 
ſome to the practical Part of Chriſtianity, or to 
mend the Heart of any One, I have my Reward ; 


my honeſt Aim, as far as my weak n 4 
the Promotion of God's Ho- 1 


own ſhort Experience in the Things | 


pour, and the Welfare of my Neighbour; and, 


And, 


* 


to borrow the Words of one of our Worthies, F 
I bave no Plot or Defign, but an ardent W 1% for | 
1 Salvation of your Souls: 
allowed to uſe the Words of the great Apoſtle 
Paul, I will further aſſure you, I covet no Perſons 

S. Silver, Gold or Apparel. 
having ſeen and lamented the divers and hurtful 


if I may be 1 


On the contrary, 


Luſts I was obnoxious to, when I was in Poſſeſſion N 


to 


lawfully, without Covetouſneſs, and too anxious a 


Deſire and Purſuit (which may obſtruct our Godly * 
Attainments) I grant, are one of the Bleſſings of 
Heaven, if rightly and properly applied; as they 
put us in a Capacity of providing a neceſſary 

- Hiſtence for our Families, and doing Acts of Juſtice 
and Merey to our Neighbour : But then we muſt | 

remember, we are only Stewards of this, 
as every other Gift of God; 
| -culpable in his Sight, Sag as accountable to his 
„ . 


Sub- 


as well 
and that we are as 


of a plentiful Eſtate, and that they that are rich 
fall into many Temptations; ; my Buſineſs is, I 
warn and caution you that are rich, againſt the 
_ Mifapplication of your Wealth. Riches attain'd 


tante f 


leaſe your 
Method 1 
any Rule 
offer any F 
ut if one 
Things 


O excite 


— ee: 7 


having 


Juſtice, for the Waſte and Abuſe of Wealth, as 


for the ill Uſe of any other of his Favours 
and Mercies. | i 


Some plead for Extravagance, Vanity, and 


Luxury, in the abſurd Terms of an old Proverb, 
that thoſe who win Gold, have a Right to wear 
it; and that they may apply their own Money to 


what Purpoſe they pleaſe : Not confidering, that 


all temporal Blefſings are only lent us, and that 
we can't properly call any Thing aur own. And 


if we will but look about us, we ſhall ſee this 


Aſſertion greatly proved, by obſerving the many 
Voiciſſitudes in this one Article of Wealth. Riches, 


metaphorically ſpeaking, take to themſelves Wings, 


and fly away from one to another, and that we 


are as often ſnatched from them, as they from 


us; a ſignificant Inſtance of which we have in 


our Saviour's Parable of the rich Man, who, 
laid up much Goods for many Years, 
ſottiſhly adddreſſes his Soul in theſe Words, Soul, 


| fake tbine Eaſe, eat, drink, and be merry, Luke 


xii. 19. Thus being in this ſtupid Condition, 


blinded by the God of this World, he never 
once reflects on the Poſſibility of being deprived 


of his Idols by any Means whatſoever. 
But now obſerve the Equity and Juſtice of 


che Almighty in his Judgments, which he often 


inflidts on thoſe who adore the Gift, but deſpiſe 


and neglect the Giver ; who receive of his Bounty, 


but fail to acknowledge it; who eat and drink, 


and riſe up to play: By one Stroke of his Jaſtice 
he breaks the Inchantment this Man had been 
Held in by Satan; diſcovers the Uncertainty f 
temporal Goods and Enjoyments, and the Vanity | 
= a wh” pane: or HY 
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or Folly of truſting and placing our Happineſs in 
them; and, by the Word of his Power, he com- 
mands this poor, deluded Mortal, to reſign, not 
only his Wealth, but his very Soul to him that 
ave it; ſaying to him in theſe Terms, Thou 
Fool, this Night ſhall thy Soul be required of thee ; 

then whoſe ſhall theſe Things be which thou haſt pro- 
vided? Melancholly Situation indeed! and far 
worſe than if his Goods had been taken from him. 
This Man, as far as we may be allowed to judge 
by his Folly in this Inſtance, muſt be in a very 
unfit State and Condition for Heaven, where it 
does not appear he had been careful to lay up any 
Treaſure; For where the Treaſure is, there will 
the Heart be alſo. And in our Lord's Obſervations 
on this unhappy Perſon's Condition, he ſubjoins, 
So (or in ſuch a Caſe) is he that layeth up Treaſure 
for himſelf, and is not rich towards God. 

And tho? I, as well as others, had received a 
Proportion or Talent of Grace in my Heart, for 
the great Purpoſes before named, yet I was not 
careful to improve it; and while I continued in 
neglect of my Duty, ſo long his Grace proved 
ineffectual, and in vain : But the Gifts and Callings 
of God. are without Repentance, Rom. ii, 29. for 
tho many may neglect to anſwer. his Call, or 
improve his Gifts, nevertheleſs the Almighty re- 
pents not that he hath diſpenſed and beſtow'd 
them; but graciouſly condeſcends, by his fre- 
quent Viſitations, either immediately, or inſtru- 

mentally, * by Mercies, or by Judgments, to 

awaken, perſwade, excite, or allure us to our 
Duty; and tho' in Time paſt we believed not 

God, who in Effet we are faid to deny, when 


we 
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ve worfhip him not as God; yet he repents 


not that he hath called us, but repeats his Call 


to the Careleſs and Negligent ; of wich Number 


I was, when the Almighty, whoſe Compaſſion 
fails not, return'd to vifit my Soul. - 


In this, the happieſt Seaſon of my Life, when 


the Time was come, wherein, thro' Mercy I 
obtained Mercy ; and in which the Moſt High 
vouchlafed to favour me, by opening my Eyes, 


and diſcovering to me the Things that belonged 
do the everlaſting Peace and Happineſs of my 


Soul. And at the ſame Time the Lord was 
pleaſed to diſplay his excellent Glory, and to give 
me a Sight of the Beauty of Holineſs; and then 
I could fay, I have heretofore only heard of Thee 
by. the Hearing of the outward Ear: But now. 
mine Eye ſaw his Glory. This amazing tho' lovely 
Appearance of God to my Soul, cauſed me many 
a time to bow down before the Majeſty of Heaven, 
and, indeed, to abhor myſelf in Duſt and Aſhes, 
and frequently to mourn over him whom I had 
many times pierced and griev'd in his holy Spirit, 
by my Vanities and Folly, in giving his Giory to 


Idols, and the Praiſe that was his Due, to the 


Imagination of my own Heart. | 
This was the firſt Day's Work of the new 
Creation in my Soul; the Almighty, by the 
Word of his Power, had commanded the Dark- 
neſs to be divided from the Light, and, by this 


happy Medium, I continued to make new, and, 
to me, unuſual Diſcoveries; I ſaw that I. had 
been an Alien from the Common-wealth of S$pi- 


ritual Iſrael, and a Stranger to the Covenant of 


Promiſe, having no Hope in Chriſt, as I had lived 


3 without 
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without God in the World; and, by neglecting 
to give that Honour due to his Name, I had for- 
feited the Favour of the Almighty, and that 
heavenly Paradiſe, which the Smiles of his Coun- 
tenance and Preſence. alone can conſtitute: Not 


for + Adam's Fault imputed to me, but my own 
actual Diſobedience, refuſing that reaſonable Ser- 
vice and Homage which he expects and requires 


from all his rational Creatures. I had been remiſs 
in Acknowledgments to my great Creator, and 


merciful Benefactor, at whoſe bountiful Hand 1 


had received not only a ſpiritual Bleſſing, or Gift 


of Grace in my Heart, but I was indebted to divine 
Beneficence for a large Share of temporal Bleſſings; 


neither of which was received or teſpected, with 
a proper Gratitude, nor applied to the Purpoſes 


(Jam fince convinced and perſwaded in my Un- 
derſtanding)' they were defigned for, by the 
holy Diſpenſer, „ | | 

And 1. The Seed (or Word) ſown in my Heart 


by the great Huſbandman, was not ſuffer'd to 


fructify, or bring forth Fruit, agreeable to the 
Praiſe and Glory of God, as the Cares of this 


Life, and the Deceitfulneſs of Riches, enter'd in 
and choak'd the Seed, and it thereby became un- 

- fruitful: And not only the Cares and Concerns 
of the World, which ſometimes become acci- 
dentally unlawful, but the vain Pleaſures, irrati- 
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4 To refute this Doctrine, read Dr. Whithy*s Treatiſe on what 
is calPd Original Sin. In the Courſe of my Remarks, I chooſe 


to produce other Authorities than thoſe of our own Society; 
ſince ſuch is the unaccountable Prejudice of ſome People, that 
they will reject Truth and Reaſon, for no other Cauſe, but that 
it is offer'd by one call'd a Quaker, „ 
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onal Recteations, trifling, unedifying, and per- 


nicious Books, with all the Train of idle Amuſe- 


ments, to which the World commonly annex the 


ſoft and gentle Epithet of Innocent, ingroſs d my 


precious Time; the proper Improvement of 


which, wiſe Men, in all Ages, eſteemed the 


higheſt Point of Wiſdom, and of ſo ineſtimable 


a Conſideration, as occaſions a late pious Author 


to aſſert, that the Man was yet unborn, obo truly 


knew the Value of an Hour. 
And the Apoſtle Paul, in an earneſt Mai ex. 2 


horts the Believers 10 redeem the Time, becauſe! the - 


Days are evil; and again, directs the Church 10 EE 
walk in Wiſdom towards them that are withaut, © 
redeeming the Time. That Time was valuable, and | 


to be well employ d and improv'd, I hadroften - 2 | 1 
heard; but falle, deluſive Pleaſure unwilling tod Mt 


hear, or at leaſt to yield to the Voice of Truth,” © 
robb'd me of that Bleding I am now, thro' God's 


Aſſiſtance, endeavouring to redeem and improve, 
agreeable to the Apoſtle's Advice, Paſs the Ame of 


your Sojourning here in Fear (and Reverence) fearing 


to _ offend the Infinite Majeſty of Heaven, Who 
takes Cognizance of every Thought, Word, Joy 
and Action. But alas! this Truth and Conſid eg b 
f tion never ſo much as occurr'd, when I was ſpend- NW. 
ing my Days in Vanity, and my Years in u- 
profitable Purſuits-; forgetting the holy Oo 
ae, Days without Number; » 
as remarking the royal Prophet s Aſſertion, That 
(not only the flagrantly wicked) but *. who. 
forget God, ſhall be turn'd. into Hell. | 


never ſo much | 


And he Prophet Jeremiab tells ug, , 9 


ES > 
1 


of Vanity, are obnoxious to, in this Liſe; where 
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not upon his Name, Jer. x. 2 8. And God de- 
clares, that he had ſuffered the Deſolation of his 


People Iſrael, becauſe they had forgotten bim, and 
burnt Incenſe unto Vanity ; that they had forgot 
bim, and truſted to Faiſhood; that according ta 
their Paſtures or Poſſeſſions, þ were they fill d, and 
their Hearts thereby exalted; therefore have they for- 
zarten me, faith the Lord. And the Prophet 


Hoſea complains, that Iſrael had forgot his Maker, 


and builded Temples to Idols; that the Calf 


(or Idols) of Samaria had caſt them out of bis 
 Favorr:; jor they had ſown Vanity and the 
Wind, and ſhould reap the Whirkwind ; |; that 
Strangers fhould fiwallow them up, the Enemy 


ſhould Naefe them, and a Fire gh RO their 


*s Paſt. TY 


Theſe are ſome of the diſtgl and deplorable 


1 Effects of Sin, and the terrible Penalties Sinners , 


who forget God, and make to themſelves Idols 


terrible 


the temporal Conſequences of Sin appear 


and ſhocking, which one would think a ſufficient 
Wpearance of 

Evil; but when we reflect on thi Truth, vis. 
That without fincere-returning. to God 
and Amendment of Liſe; a 1 reconrihd/ 19 
him thro Sanctiſication of our Spirits T2114 
Jeſus, | the Puniſhment ſor our Sins will 


Reaſon to deter People from every 


ance; 


Repent 


attend 
us to all Eternity, and will afurtdly- deprive us of 
that Reſt and. Peace prepar d only jor The People 
of God : How ſhould this. Thought ſpeedily 
remove from every Heart, that is not quite in- 
ſenſe: 'and obdurate, the dangerous Sin of Un- 
| in t þ Power of (God, and excits n 
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to dls to the Father of Mercies for Remiſſion 
of Sin by Chriſt Jeſus! But ſome may object * 
c 


| That tho many, call d Chriſtians, live in too. mu 


Forgetfulneſs of God, yet they cannot be charge- 
able with wor(hipping of Idols, as the Jews dere; ß 


that the above Scripture Paſſages cannot be alto- 


gether applicable to them. | 
I ſhall anſwer this Objection in the Words of 
one of the firſt Movers of the Reformation, viz. 
Dr. Joln Staupitz : © He that prefers any 
Thing that is outward and temporal before 
© God, prefers the Creature before the Creator; 


« and robs God of his Glory and higheſt 


* 
* « 
AF | 


„ Honour, and makes that to be his God, which 
c jg not God: For that which the Heart loves 
„ moſt, the ſame it honours as God, what- 


Ws ſever the Mouth may ſay to the contrary. 


< Who knows in&5' that if a Chriſtian ſhould 

<-now-a-days'fay;' that his Goods, &c, were his 
861 C64, he would be condemn'd as a Blaſphemer; 
Gs; anch yet who is there of us, who doth not ſee 
in the daily Practice and Actions of Men, 
pporal Goods, Pleaſure and Honour, 
are pi rr before God, and his Love ts that 
, be that it is Matter of Lamentation ? 
— Wewill by no Means endure the Reproach of 
Idolaters, tho' indeed we are ſo, really 


5 Ma in Truth, no leſs than others were of old: 


At this very Day, O gracious God l many in 
Chriſtendom worſhip Gold, Silver, Wood, and 


4 the Goods of tbis World, as the fHleathens did 


*« Thouſands of Years ago, notwithſtanding they 
% fay with their Mouths, Our Father, which. art 1n 


"46 Heaven J. Nr true Adoration conſiſts in loving, 
ve not 
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„ not in ſpeaking. He prays well, who loves 


God moſt ; and: he who does not love God, 


te neither does nor can pray, tho' he repeat a 


e thouſand Pfalms or Prayers: He who loves 
e God, ſerves him; but he who does not love 
. dim neither doth, nor can ſerve him, how- 
te ever great Works of Devotion he may outward- 
4 ly perform.“ 

But to return: In this careleſs and forgetful 
Situation, which J have mentioned, was I, when 
the Almighty diſpenſed a Share of his temporal 


Favours to me, which I received with a ſtupid 


Indifference, and without T hankſgiving, as they 
were common Mercies; and like a certain brute 


Animal, who devours the Fruit which falls from 


a Tree, without looking up to ſee from whence 
it comes: So I received the Bleflings of Provi- 
dence no otherwiſe, but as Things of Chance, or 
of Courſe, or the Effect of Care and Induſtry ; 
not conſidering whoſe Hand was neceſſary to ren- 


der our Endeavours ſucceſsful and proſperous; nor 


that the ſame Power that beſtows and diſpenſes 
Bleſſings and Mercies, can in a Moment remand 


and call them back, Rhett deprive us of them when - 


ever he pleaſes; and that for every Morſel we eat, 
we are indebted to God's Bounty and Goodneſs, 


and not to our own Wiſdom or Prudence. In a 
Word, that in him we live, move, and have our 


Being. But how inſenſible was I of theſe Truths, 


when, in Effect, I lived as if I had been an unac- 
countable and independent Being, and vainly 


thought my Mountain was made ſo ſtrong, that it 
would never be removed ! I was rich and full, and 


needed . when alas! 1 was poor and 


miſerable, 


7 
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33 miſerable, blind and naked, and wanted all =_ 

Things, when deſtitute of the Favour of God, = 

and without witneſling the Smiles of his Coun- 
tenance. 

Thus, as the Pfalmiſt confeſſes himſelf ONCE, 
ſo fooliſh and ignorant was I, ſaying, in Effect, 
to God, Depart from me, for 1 defire not the 
Knowleds e of thy Ways: What is the Almighty, 

N Heul defire him? Or what greater Profit 
_. evould accrue, if we pray'd unto him, or ſerv'd him? 
By this falſe: Reaſoning is the Candle of the Un- 
godly extinguiſhed ; from whence proceeds De- 
ſtruction upon the Inconſiderate and Unrighteous, 
unleſs they return, repent and amend, But now, 
_ behold the Goodneſs, Lenity and Long-ſuffering, 

of a mercitul God! who had been long allurin 
me by his Mercics, which I paſſed light by, or 
rejected: He has now Recourſe to his Judgments; 
but neither did J yet ſee that Afflictions roſe not 
out of the Duſt, but that Mankind were natu- 
rally and promiſcuouſly born to Trouble. I was 
indeed afflicted, and I mourn'd ; but it was for 
the Abſence of temporal Bleſſings ; and as my 
Deſires and Purſuits extended no bigher, I en- 
| deavour'd: to ſupport my Diſtreſs, by gratifying 
my Pride and Ambition to the Extent of my 
Power. At length, in this Day of Adverſity, I be- 
gan a little to conſider, and applied to God, in 
Fr and Supplication, that he would be pleaſed to 
deliver me out of my Diſtreſs,or ſupport me under 
it; ſtill ignorant of the Joys of his Salvation, or 
that there were ſpiritual Conſolation in Store for 
me, on certain Conditions, if I rightly applied 
- n but being * of the Want ot 


them, | 


— 
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them, I as yet aſked them not, till the happy Bo 


ſon of my Life, wherein I witneſſed a religious 
Turn of Mind, and the drawing Cords of God's 


Love inclining my Heart to ſeek his Face and 


Favour, with greater Ardency and Fervour than 
J had ever been ſenſible of before: I now began to 
view and confider Things in another Light than 
I formerly had done; and, by reverſing the Per- 
2 the fading Objects and Enjoyments of 
this Life leſſened in my View and Account; 
and as the Love of God and of heavenly Things 


increaſed in my Heart, ſo in Proportion my 


Fondneſs for worldly Enjoyments decreaſed and 
vaniſhed. Cs Wye oo ol ny von 

At length the warmeſt Returns of Love and 
Gratitude began to ariſe in my Soul to God, who 
firſt loved me, and had done great Things for 
me, by plucking my Feet out of the Mire and 
Clay of Sin and Folly, and fixing them upon the 
Rock Chriſt Jeſus, He alſo put a new Song in 
my Mouth, which none but thoſe who are in 
Degree redeem'd by his precious Blood can fing, 
even Praiſes to our God! Thus on my turning 


to God, I began to witneſs new Thoughts, new 


Deſires, new Affections, new Hopes, new Joys, 
and new Fears; and to fee the Neceflity of Rege- 


neration and a new Birth unto Righteouſneſs, 


without which I could not poſſibly enter the 


Kingdom of God; that all Things muſt be 


changed, and become new, all of, and pointing 
to God. And farther, if I would be Chriſt's 
Diſciple, I muſt deny myſelf, take up a Croſs 


to my own Will, be ſubject to, and follow him, 


Thus 


under whoſe Banner I had now liſted. 


* 
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Thus examining and purſuing this Dockrine 
and Precept of our Lord's, I was naturally led, in 
ſome Degree, to what is called Quakeriſm (tho? it 


appeared to me in no other Form nor Name, than 


that of primitive Chriſtianity) which, in my firſt 


Thoughts of Religion, I had no more Intention 
of embracing, than I had of receiving Mabometiſm; 
knowing little more of the Qualers, than that 


they were a plain People in their Garb and Speech, 
But it has been remark'd to me, that my Mo- 
ther was ſome Time of this Perſuaſion, and no 
Wonder that 1 Should bave a warm Side for ber 


Opinion. 


J anſwer'd, My Father was a Member of the 


Church of England, and educated me in that 


Way; and I well remember, I had a much warmer 
Side for his Opinion; not that I knew what was 


the eſſential Difference in their religious Sentiments, 


or at leaſt that affected me, any farther than 
that one allow'd me ſomething more Liberty 
in Dreſs ; whereas the other would tell me Plain- 


neſs. in Apparel was moſt agreeable to Chriſtianity, 
.and to the Divine Being, who hated Pride in his 


Creatures. To be ſure, I thought this Doctrine 
abſurd, by the Reflection I remember I made at 
the Time, That God, I believ d, would not reject 
me, on the Score of wearing Lace, or a fine and 
gay Silk Gown. 1 have thought ſince, any one 
might imagine I had fetch'd my Argument from 
Lucretian Principles, that the Almighty could not 


deſcend ſo low as to notice ſuch Trifles, or mark 
little Follies, if Gaiety in Apparel ſhould be One; 


but no Wonder that when I was a Child, I ſhould 


ane as a Child. 
Jam 
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1 am ſenſible that Silks, Ribbons and Lace, 
are not any where in Scripture directly forbidden; 
but I learn from thence, that Pride, and all Man- 
ner of Superfluity, is. And if, by wearing this 
rich Silk, or adorning ourſelves with the other ſu- 
perfluous Ornaments, we feed and nouriſh a proud, 
. vain Deſire, it becomes by this Circumſtance as 


unlawful as Pride itfelf ; and that they do fo, I 


Have greatly experienced: For tbo Religion flands 


not ſimpiy in Clothes, yet true Rell gion ftands in 


that which ſets Bounds and Limits to the Mind 


with reſpect to Clothes, as well as other Things. And 
to ſtrengthen this Aſertion, or rather to prove it, 


I ſhall offer an Inſtance of my own Experience, 
wiz. When it pleaſed the Lord to viſit my Soul, 
and to appear to me in his Glory, the View of 


which diſcover'd to me my own Unworthineſs, 
and cauſed me not only to deſpiſe and abhor my- 


ſelf, but my ſplendid Apparel alſo: I had now 
no Delight in Dreſs and Ornament, nor other 
Things I had uſually taken- much Pleaſure in: 
True Chriſtianity, which I began to be acquainted 
with, ſet a Bound to my Deſires, and directed 
me to Plainneſs, before I had any Intention of 

joining the Society of the People call'd Quakers ; 


and indeed all earthly and trantitory Objects were, 
and are, in my View and Eſtimation, as' Loſs, 


Droſs and Dung, in Compariſon of the Excellency, 


Glory. and Beauty, I behold in God, and find in 
the Enjoyment of his divine Favour ; and at 
times I am ready to cry cut, O!. how great 1s 
his Glory, and tranſcendently great his Beauty. 
But to return: When I was (by Marriage) re- 


mov d from my Mother's Care and Direction, 1 
COn- 


* 
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continued in my Father's Profeſſion of Religion, 
for no other Reaſon that I remember, but that it 
allow'd me moſt Liberty in Dreſs and Recreations, 


tho' my Father, as well as my Mother, did not 
fail to inculcate a juſt Abhorrence of the Evils the - 


moral Law condemns. However, when I con- 
fider'd and examin'd religious Matters with more 
Seriouſneſs, Sincerity and Attention, than was uſual 
with me, I found the little Religion (or rather the 
Profeſſion of it) that I had, was that of my Edu- 
cation, which I could not call properly my own, 
as it was not the Religion of my Judgment, which 
1 find abſolutely neceſſary, and highly reaſonable 
to be concern'd for. I read the Scriptures with 
ſome Attention; and I have confider'd the 


following Text, that znle/s we deny our ſelues, and 


Sake up a daily Croſs, wwe cannot be Chrift's Dif- 
ciples. This Paſſage appear'd to me to contain 
ſome other and further Conſtruction and 
ſign than many People allow, who confined it to 

moral Precepts and Duties. But before I pro- 


5 to ſay in what Senſe others, as well as my- 
| elf, underſtand this Chriſtian Doctrine; I think, 


it may not be impertinent briefly to give ſome 
Reaſon of my Faith and Hope, which I defire 


to do in the ſame Diſpoſition the Apoſtle recom- 


mends, vis. In Meekneſs and Fear. And firſt, 
upon examining the Creed call'd The Apoſthe, 
I could ſubſcribe to every Article therein contain'd, 


except one, (Chriſt deſcended into Hell) which, 
if it be meant no other than the Grave, 1 ſub- 
ſcribe to that alſo. 


Next, I have confider'd and examin'd The Ar- 


ticls * the Church * England (of which I had 


profeſſed 
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profeſſed myſelf a Member ſome Years, without 
ſo much as knowing what Doctrines or Principles 
they profeſſed and held; this, I may venture to 


 fay, without Breach of Charity, is the Caſe of 


many Profeſſors at this Day.) But upon peruſing 
the above Articles (as well as confidering the 
Opinion of moſt diflenting Sects) I could not re- 
- concile ſome Opinions therein contain'd with 
_ Scripture Doctrine and Teſtimonies ; particularly 
a Paragraph in the fifteenth Article, where jt is 
_ faid, © Tho' we are all baptized and born again 
« in Chriſt, yet we offend in many Things. 


This Opinion appears to me manifeſtly repug- 


nant to Scripture Accounts of many, who at- 
tain'd in this Life a perfect Freedom from Sin, 


And the Text farther quoted by that Church will 


not import the Apoſtle himſelf to be included in 


it, 1 Fobn i. 8. And Jam of Opinion, we may 


2 ſafely interpret the Paſſage by ſome other Scripture 


Text; wherein the Apoſtles include themſelves 


with Sinners, yet by no Means can be underſtood, 


that they themſelves were in the like Circumſtances. 


And now ſhall offer the following Scripture Teſti- 
monies, which appear to corroborate, and greatly 
to juſtify us, with regard to a Tenet we particlarly 


hold, viz. The Poſſibility (God's Grace aſſiſting) 


of obtaining a perfect Freedom“ from Sin even in 
this Life. Noah was a juſt Man, and perfect in his 
Generation. Job was a perfect Man, and one 


that 


lt. — —— 
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* This Doctrine being deny'd by moſt Chriſtians except the 


alert, I thought proper to tranſcribe Part of a Converſation 
oa that Subject, between a Clergyman ani a Quaker — 


Qua. Dot 
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that fear'd God, an eſchew'd Bvil.” God made 
David's Way perfect.” Bleſſed are the Untfiled in 
the Way, © who walk in the Law of the Lord. Be 
ye therefore per ſect as Jour. Father which is in Heaven 

is perfect. Every one that is perfect, ſhall be as his 


5 „. owe Te 


Mater. Nie fpeak Wiſdom among them that are 


perfeft. This alſo we wiſh, even your Perfection. 


Finally, Brethren, be perfect. That the Man of 
| God may be perfect, thoroughly furniſhed to every 


good M. 2 and Work, But the God of all Grace 
make you perfect. "That you may be perfe? and in- 
tire, wanting nothing. Therefore leaving the 


' Dodrines of the Principles of Chriſt, let us go on 


to Perfection. Zachariah and Elizabeth were 
both holy, walking in all the C ommandments of tbe 

Lord blameleſs: The Apoſtle Paul kept a Conſcience 
void of Offence both in 2 Sight of God and Man, 


If wwe [ay we have F elowfhi 5 with God, and walk 
in Darkneſs, we lie, and do not the Truth. Every 


Man that hath Hope i in Chriſt purifieth himſelf, even 


as be is pure. . boſoever committeth Sin tranſgreſſeth 


the Law, for Sin is the Trangreſion of the Law. 


5 boſpever abideth in hi m finneth not; for you know 


C „ 


3 : i 


8 Doft thou own 2 Purgatory: ? 

_ Cler, No. 

| Luz. When then muſt we be freed from Sin, and made. ft fog 
Heaven? 


1 Cler. I believe God Almighty i is able to forgive his People their 
ins, 


and fit them for Heaven, a little before hex rs . 23 
Qua. How long? c 
- Cler. It maybe an Hour of two. ; | 
Qua. I believe a Day or two, as well as an Hour o or tuo. 
 Cler. I believe fo too. | 
The Quaker carry'd gradually to a Month or two, till he 


brou ght it to ſeven Vears; to which his Co anſwer'd, 
he believed the ſame, | 
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that Chrift was Wanifeſted to take away our Sins, 
Whoſoever finneth hath not ſeen him, neither known 
bim. Little Children, let no Man deceive you. He 
that doeth Righteouſneſs is righteous, even as be is 
righteous ; and he that committeth Sin is of the 
Devil. For this Purpoſe was the Son of God mant- 
feſted, that he might deſtroy the Works of the Devil. 
Whoſoever is born of God ſinneth not; but he that is 
begotten of God heepeth himſelf, and that wicked One 
| foucheth him not, 1 John, ver. 18. If we ſay that 
we have not finned, we make him a Liar, and his 
Word is not in us; but if we confeſs and forſake our 
Sins, he is faithful and juſt to forgive us our Sins, 
and to cleanſe us from all Unrighteouſneſs, which 
is Sin. Pas Ea 
And further, I obſerve, that both the Old and 
| New Teſtament abound with Exhortations to a 
f Life of Holineſs and Purity. Let us cleanſe our. 
| ſelves, ſays the Apoſtle Paul, from the Pollution 
of Fleſh and Spirit, perfecting Holineſs in the Fear 
of God. And I have never remarked any Text 
. yet, that leaves me the leaſt Room to think that 
a partial Holineſs will render us acceptable to 


7M | 


And upon reading a certain Annotator * on the 
Subject, tho' he denies the Doctrine, yet is obliged 
to own this much, That to require perfect 
% Obedience to his Laws, is a Thing abſolutely 
& neceſſary on God's Part, from the Perfection 

de of his Divine Nature, and his Relation to us 

s as a Governor; to require that we ſhould not 
« fin ; that is, /ays he, trangreſs any of God's 
N «< Laws 
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„ Laws: For Sin being the Trangreſſion of the 
% Law, and perfect and unſinning Obedience 
* being one and the ſame, if God requires under 
cc the new Covenant that I ſhould not trangreſs 


0 any of his Laws, as he moſt certainly muſt do, 
he muſt require me not to ſin againſt them; and 


« fo he muſt require perfect and unſinning Obe- 
« dience.” Another Clergyman, diſcourſing on 
the Subject of Holineſs, has theſe Words: The 


Divine Being is tranſcendently holy, and infinite- 


« ly perfect; he is the Fountain of all Holineſs, 
% and ſanctifies his Saints, his People, and his 
« Miniſters; he requires perfect Holineſs in thoſe 


who approach him, and to be honour'd by his 


* Servants.” And he further ſays, That true 
«« Holineſs conſiſts in a Conformity to the Na- 


ture and Will of God; whereby a Saint is diſ- 


i tinguiſhed from the unrenew'd World, and 
« is not acted by their Principles, nor govern'd 


by their Maxims and Cuſtoms.” 


But fafther, upon peruſing the Scripture, I have 
found no Room for Ceremonies under the Goſpel 


Diſpenſation, nor Precedent for Muſick in the 


Chriſtian Church. The Liturgy, or Form of 
Prayer, became quite uſeleſs to me, and 42 
David's Pſalms burthenſome; 1 conſider d an 

it appear d to me, we were endeavouring rather 


to pleaſe and gratify our own Ear, than ſinging 
to the Praiſe and Glory of God; and I find that 


David's Plalms can no more be ſuitable to the 


State of the Souls of a whole or numerous Con- 


gregation, than the ſame Form of Prayer can be 
agreeable to all Conditions and ſpiritual Caſes. I 


1 1 amang many, ive a few Inſtances of vs 
CR In- 
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Inconſiſtency and Unſuitableneſs of the Plalms of 
David, to the Conditions of Men of the follow- 
ing Characters, who, when they are in the Aſ- 
ſemblies where theſe Pſalms are ſung occaſionally, 
they cuſtomarily join in this Part of the Worſhip. 


The Wanton, who ſpends his precious Time in 


Jollity, he ſings, J am weary with my Groaning, 
1 make my Couch to fwim with my Tears. The 
proud Athieſt, who hath baniſhed God out of all 


his Thoughts, he ſings, I have jet the Lord always 


before me, &c. The vain Man, who delights in 
the 55 any and Society of wicked Perſons, he 
ſings, Ihave hated the Congregation / Evil. ders. 

The wither'd Tree, dead to God, and conſe- 
quently fruitleſs, he ſings, Tamlike a green ( Olivedree 


oh the Houſe of Ged. He whoſe Heart is a Cage 


of Uncleanneſs, fings, My Heart is inditing 4 
good Matter. The daily Feaſter, whoſe Legs can 


| ſcarce bear about his corpulent Body, he ſings, 
my Knees are weak thro Faſting, and my Fleſo 


faileth of Fatneſs. Satan's Captive, who wallows 
in the Mire and Filth of Sin, he ſings, O Lord, 
truly T am thy Servant. The lawleſs Man, whole 
Life is a Life of Rebellion, ſubje& to Sin and 
Satan, he ſings, The Law of thy Mouth is dearer 
unto me than Thouſands of Gold and Silver. The 
Proud and ambitious Perſon ſings, Lord, my Heart 


is not haughty, nor mine Eyes lofty ; my Soul is even 
as a weaned Child, &c. It has been objected, that 


We may as reaſonably Ang David's Plalms, as read 
them; but I apprehend an eſſential Difference be- 
tween reading them as David's Experience, or 


Words he uſed in praifing God (which were no 
Doubt ſuggeſted by the holy. * and reducing 


them 
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| FR to our own Acts of Worſhip, unleſs theWords 
be ſuitable to the State of our Souls, and brought 
to our Remembrance by the ſame Divine Influence: 
which preſented them to the Mind of David, ac- 
cording as they ſuited the Circumſtance of his Soul, 
or were ſuitable or applicable to the Condition of 
others, to whom he ſometimes ſpeaks, in a feel- 
ing Senſe, of the different States of the Godly and 
the Wicked, I have alſo conſider'd it rational 
to limit and preſcribe to a Chriſtian, even the 
weakeſt, a ſet Form of Prayer, ſince the Apoſtle 
Paul expreſly declar'd, We know not what we 
ſhould. pray for as we ought, but the Spirit wtſelf 
maketh Interceſſion for us wi th Greoanings, which 
cannot be utter d, Rom. viii. 26. 
I remember, when J experienced the Work of 
God's Grace operating on my Soul, and diſcover- 
ing to me my State and Condition, the common 
Prayer became of no Service to me, as I found 
it highly neceſſary that my Heart ſhonld be pre- 
par'd by the Lord to enable me to addreſs him 
by his own Spirit, and when he is pleaſed to touch 
and incline the Heart to himſelf, behold (as it is 
ſaid on a memorable Occaſion) e pray; We are 
immediately taught to pray in Terms ſuggeſted by 
the holy Spirit, who beſt knows our Neceſſities, 
helps our Infirmities, and cauſes us ſuitably to ap- 
proach the Throne of Grace, and to. requeſt and 
pray with the Spirit, and with the Underſtanding. 
And as we are -not to pray in our own Words, 
neither can we pray acceptably in our own Time; 
as I have witneſſed on a very particular Occaſion, 
when I profefled myſelf a Member of the Church 
of England. Being return'd from a Voyage, I. 
S _. noe 


| 
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| according to Cuſtom, ſent Notice, that I ſhould _ 


publickly give God Thanks for my Preſervation 
at Sea ; thus when the ſtated Prayer of Thankſ- 
giving was read, I was indeed on my Knees, but 
my Heart was not properly warm'd nor influenced 
to addreſs the Almighty at the Time the Congre- 

ation was told, I was giving God humble and 
r Thanks for ſo great a Mercy; I repeated 
the Form of Prayer uſual on ſuch Occaſions, but 


it was only with my Tongue, my Heart had little 


Share in this formal Devotion, and at the Inſtant, 
while on my Knees, Iam not aſham'd to ſay, I was 
made to tremble ; and I attribute the Fear and 
Horror I then felt to the Error of that miſtaken 
Devotion, which I was outwardly performing in 
an unprepared Spirit and Frame of Mind, and - 
conſequently the Sacrifice (if J may call it a Sa- 


crifice) of Thankſgiving, which J had offer'd in 
Jo irreverent and unacceptable a Manner, muſt be 


an Offence to God. Thus I find, that waiting to be 
ſuitably influenced by the Spirit of Chriſt, ought to 
be previous to this ſolemn Act of Worſhip, : 
But farther, as I have above noted, I find no 


Place in the Church of Chriſt for Ceremonies, 


as they appear to be a very great Obſtacle in the 
Way of ſpiritual Worſhip; for bodily Exerciſe 


HpProſiteth little; tis the Spirit of Chriſt muſt 


quicken us fur ſpiritual Worſhip. And tho God 
wink'd at Times of Ignorance and Blindneſs, when 
Men vainly imagin'd that Warſhip was moſt accept- 
ably perform'd to him at this Place, or the other 
Mountain ; in this, or the other Ceremony ; yet 
Chriſt the Light, who came, and is come to diſpel 


all the dark Clouds of Ignorance and Error, and to 


direct 
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direct Men to himſelf the Way, the Licht, and 


the Truth, on a remarkable Occaſion explodes 
Men's Opinion, in this important Matter, by ſay- 
ing, that it was neither at Jeruſalem, nor yet at 
the Mountain (of Samaria) the Father was to be 
worſhipped ; but the Hour cometh, and now 1s, when 


the true W, or fhi Yppers . ſhall worſhip the Father in 


Spirit and in 


uth : For the Father feeketh fuch 
to Anker him. God is a Spirit, and thoſe who wor- 
ſhip. cpa y) muſt worſhip him in Spirit and in 


Truth, not in Formality and Ceremonies. 


The Author of the Preface to the Common | 


Prayer tells us, © The Ceremonies retain'd in the 
Church (of England) were deviſed and infth 


„ tuted by Man, 5 ſome that are thrown out, 
« enter'd at firſt with a Zeal without Knowled 


and grew daily to more and more Abuſes ; 


* which not only for Unprofitableneſs, but be- 
* cauſe they have much blinded the People, 
e and obſcured the Glory of God, are rejected. 
6 Others, /ays he, tho' deviſed by Man, are re- 
« tain'd for Order and Edification :” And at the 


fame Time tells us, © that Chriſt's Goſpel is not a 


* ceremonial Law ; but it is 4 Religion to ſerve 
“ God, not in the Bondage of the Figure and 
« Shadow, but in the Freedom of the Spirit.” 


To this laſt Propoſition I heartily agree; then 


why ſhould we return to the weak and beggarly 
Elements, or defire again to be in Bondage? 


You obſerve, (ſays the Apoſtle Paul) Days and 
Months, and Times and Years ; I am afraid of you, 


87/204 have beflowed upon you Labour in vain : But 
as ye have received Chriſt Feſus the Lord, jo walk 


in him, and beware leſt any Man fpoil you thro 
DE WS Philoſophy, 


An Exhortation to the Inhabitants 


Philojpby, and wain Deceit, after the Ti raditions\of 


Mer, after. the Kudie of the World; add mit 


after Chriſt. 'Why, as 29 living in the World, 


ore ye ſubjeft to Ordinances ? Touch not, taſte not, 


bandl not, which are all to periſh. aoith. the ufing, 
| after the Cummandments and Dodrines of Men. 


But I ſhall no longer inſiſt on theſe Matters of 


Diſputation; neither do. I propoſe to give an Ac- 
count of the Tenets or Principles profeſſed by us 
as a Society, that being already done in a very 
ample Manner by our Friend Robert Barclay. I 
have only thought proper to mention ſeveral Ob- 
ſtacles which lay in my Way when I began to 
ſearch for Truth: For as my Buſineſs is not Con- 
troverſy, but Love, Good-will and Charity, to all 


Mankind, I purpoſe to give you a ſhort Account 
of the great Diſadvantages I labour'd under in a 
State of Forgetfulneſs of God, and the inexpreſſible 


Benefits I have witneſſed from a Return to, and 
Attention upon God, and Submiſſion, Reſignation, 


And as far as my Teſtimony to the Power and 
Efficacy of the Grace of God, and the Doctrine 
and Neceſſity of bearing the Croſs, will go, to 
invite, perſuade and beſeech you to draw nigh, 
and acquaint . yourſelves with God thro' Jeſus 


Chriſt our Lord, who hath faid, and now ſays, 


Look unto me all yeEnds of the Earth, and be ye ſaved. 
In vain is Salvation look'd for from the Hills or 
Mountains, or from our own exalted Imaginations, 


or high Pretenſions to Religion, And 1 have 
this Teſtimony to bear to God's Power, that 1 


witneſſed Salvation from Sin only and alone, from 
the Omnipotent Hand of the Lord, giving me 


TRY | 


"I 


and Subjection to his bleſſed Will and Commands. 
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Victory oyer. my vain Thoughts, Aﬀections W 


Deſires, and bringing them under the Power of 
the Croſs of Chriſt; by which I am crucified unto 
the World, and the World unto me. Therefore 
if you would enter into his Reſt, harden not your 
Hearts againſt the Call and Invitation our com- 
paſſionate Lord continues to give all (returning) 
Sinners; Come unto me, (lays Chriſt) all ye that 


are weary, and heavy laden, with the Burthen of 


your Sins, be willing to part with them, and he 
will give you Reſt. Let not, I befeech you, the 


Sin of Unbelief in the Power of Chriſt, enter 


your Hearts: For if ye believe not (ſays Chriſt) 
that I am he, (viz. the Saviour of the World, who 
is come to ſave you from your Sins) and continue in 
your Sins, you ſhall die in them; and then whither 
4 go you tannot come. Fly then for your Lives, 


l beſeech you; fly from the Wrath to come; ap- 
_ ply to Chriſt for eternal Life, and he will inform 


you what you muſt do to be faved ; his Power is 
eternally and unchangeably the fade - his Hand 
is not ſhorten'd, that it cannot fave, neither is his Ear 
heavy, that it cannot hear; therefore give not Sleep 
to your Eyes, till you witneſs God in Chriſt recon- 
ciling you to himſelf. The Time preſent, we all 
know, 1s only ours; then, while 'tis called to Day, 


let us hows his Voice, ho ſneaks as never Man 


ſpoke, even with Power and REI ſaying, Riſe 


up you thatare at Eaſe in your Sins,tremble ye careleſs _ 


Ones; caſt your Idols from you, wad look unto the 
Rock and bh One of Iſrael; ſeek the Lord while 
be may be found, call upon his while he is near; 


| let'the Miche forſake his Ways, and the unrighte- 
ous Man bis Thoughts, and turn unto the Lord, 


and 
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and be will have Mercy, and to our God, who will 
abundantly pardon. rd 2 
J would now obſerve to you who indulge your- 
ſelves in the falſe Pleaſures, vain Amuſements and 
Recreations of the Age, which once I had a 
Fondneſs for, as well as you now have; that 
| when the Almighty was pleaſed in his Mercy to 
1 open the Eyes of my Underſtanding, I plain 
perceived by that Light (he had placed in my | 
* Conſcience, which enabled me to diſcern between 
Right and Wrong, the Precious and the Vile) that 
* a Life of Pleaſure and Diverſion was inconſiſtent 
with the Life of a Chriſtian : I found, that to be 
thus carnally minded, has been Death to my Soul ; 
but as I gradually witneſſed Chriſt, and the Power 
of his Reſurrection raiſing me from the Death of 
theſe Sins, I felt a Neceſſity of parting with, and de- 
nying myſelf of them; and I conſider d them to be 
of the greateſt Obſtacles in a religious Progreſs. 
But it has been objected, That Recreations are 
abſolutely neceſſary to unbend and relax the Mind, 
 noben it bas been occupy d or employ d in worldly A 
| fairs, or in the more ſerious Attention on divine Ob 
| jects, to which it is not poſſible it can be attending akvays. 
. I grant, that our Lord's enjoining his Followers, 
. to watch and pray continudlly, and Paul's exhort- 
J 
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ing the Theſſalonians to pray without ceaſing, does 
not, in a ſtrict and literal Senſe, oblige us to be 
always on our Knees, nor occupy'd in mental 
Prayer ;. for tho' we ought to be led and guided 
by the Spirit of Chriſt in all our Actions, or, at 
leaſt, that all we do by Permiſſion, as well as 
by immediate Direction, may be approved in his 
Sight; yet we are not at all Times under an In- 
9 fluence 
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fluence neceſſary for addrefling the Throne of 


| Grace, in the ſolethn Act of Prayer: Nevertheleſs, 


we ſhould always be ſo far in a Spirit of Prayer 
and Watchfulneſs, as we ought to be always in a 
Cbriſtian and virtuous Temper of Mind; which is 
indeed truly and effectually worſhipping the Divine 
Being, when we do not confine our Service to ſet 
Days, or appointed Hours of Devotion, but to a 
conſtant, ſteady and uniform Life of Virtue, Piety 
and Holineſs, Some are apt to think all his well, 
and they have done their Duty to God, when they 
neglect not cuſtomary Times of formal Prayer, or 
Devotion (as it is falſly called) or their Diverſions 
don't interfere with this Formality, which by ſome 
is punctually perform'd. e 
This brings to my Remembrance the abſurd as 
well as impious Character, a certain Author gives of 
a Woman of this prepoſterous Compoſition of Di- 
verſion and Devotion, or, in his own Words, of Ne- 


ligion and Cards; he repreſents her, in ſome Inter- 


val of her Game, juſt recollecting it was her Hour of 
Devotion or Prayer, upon which ſhe riſes in great 


Precipitation, and deſires her Neighbour-7o hold her 


Cards till jhe ſteps and ſays her Prayers. To men- 
tion this Character, is ſufficient to ſhew the Abſur- 
dity of it. Again, the Deſcription another Writer 


gives of a Woman at her Gaming-Table, is 
enough, one would imagine, to make the hardeſt 


Forehead bluſh : And to ſay no more, than that 


it renders her unaimable in the Eyes of reaſonable 


People, one would judge, this would be a great 
Reaſon for her to decline the Diverſion ; but when 
ſhe is repreſented accuſing her ill Fortune, as the 


calls it, in Terms of Fury and Abſurdity, the 


Portrait 
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coſiſtent with the Life of a Chriſtian, 
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Portrait is horrid and ſhocking, unbecoming a 
rational Mind, and moſt unworthy any Perſon who 
profeſſes Chriſtianity. Compare this Character with 
humble Mary's fitting at her Lord's Feet, waiting 
to hear the gracious Words that proceeded out of 
his Mouth 


whoſe Mind is adorn'd with Meekneſs,  Quietneſs 
and Modeſty; and ſee if you can diſcover one ſimilar 
Line in the Characters. Again, deſcribe a Woman 


dancing at a Ball, and adorn'd with all the Luxury 


and Pomp of Dreſs, tending, according to the 
Opinion of a pious Writer, to excite a Paſſion I 
forbear to name; and Country Dances, ſome of 


em, you know, are condem'd by a Writer much 


admir'd by the polite and faſhionable Part of the 


World; who peruſe him, I have thought, to very 


little Purpoſe : Examine, I ſay, the Characters I 


have mentioned, and ſee if you can obſerve the leaſt 
Trace of Chriſtianity in them: In ſhort, a dancing, 
gaming, maſquerading Chriſtian, appears as great 
a Contradiction, and ſounds as harſh and uncouth 
in one's Ears, as a polluted Chriſtian ; which 1 
have heard a learned Perſon ſay, was no Incon- 
ſiſtency; however, he faiPd in his Proof, fince I / 
can as ſoon reconcile Light and Darkneſs, Chriſt 
and Belial, as that a Perſon can be both a Sinner 
and a Saint, at the ſame Moment of Time. But, 


» farther, tho' ſome Recreations, properly choſen 
and adapted, may be lawful to a Chriſtian ; yet 
I have found thoſe the Generality of People allow 


themſelves in, are pernicious and hurtful in their 
Conſequences, and therefore unlawful to, and in- 


compare it with the Apoſtles 
Deſcription of a Woman profeſſing Godlineſs, 
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UV n peruſing the Scripture, I find the Apoſtle 
Paul exhorting the Corinthians in theſe Words, 
Whether ye eat or drink, or whatſcever ye do, do all 


to the Glory of God: From whence T alſo learn, 
that I ought not to do any Thing that would ob- 


ſtruct or hinder, or may be in Oppoſition to God's 
Honour. And tho' 1 dont find any direct Prohi- 


bition of Cards, Plays, Balls, Aſſemblies, Maſque- 


rades, Muſick-Gardens, Se. yet I obſerve they 


are indirectly forbid, as they have not the leaſt 
Tendency to promote God's Glory; but, on the 


contrary, if you'll take my own Experience for 
Evidence, tend to hinder and prevent any Taſte 
or Reliſh for divine or ſpiritual Enjoyments ; the 
Soul given up to ſenfual Pleaſure, lies fordidly 


groveling on Earth, when tis defign'd to contem=- 


plate and enjoy more rational, as well as ſublime 
and heavenly Delights v7 

We are told by an Author (pretty generally 
read) who diſcourſing, in ſome of his Writings, on 


the Deſign of the Almighty in placing Mortals 


here on Earth, We were, ſays he, left here for a 
Time, to be edarated for Fenn But when we 
look about and obſerve what Methods for this 
Education are purſued, we can't well help con- 
cluding, the Generality of People have very un- 
natural, inadequate and groſs Ideas, of that glo- 


rious Kingdom; and that, if they reflect at all, 
they muſt conſiderit hobther than a Mabometan Pa- 


radiſe; as the Plan of Education now-a- days, ſeems 
deſign'd and calculated, to qualify for a Place 


where the Senſes are only to be gratified and en- 


tertained: And indeed I am induced to think the 


"559 s Doctrine quite revers'd by thoſe called 
ie | Chriſtians, 


is 
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Chriſtians, who, many of them, appear to live 


1 


Pleaſures, Diverſions, and vain Cuſtoms of the 
World, ſeems evident from the ſacred Writings ; 
as theſe Amuſements appear to be diametrically 
poſite to the Spirit, Temper and Rules of Chri- 
ſtianity; that Syſtem being abſolutely of another 
Nature and Tendency, calculated to ſubdue and 
regulate.the Paſſions and Affections of the Mind, 


ſtructing us to walk in the Steps of an humble, 


Chriſt's Diſciple, muſt cruciſy the Fleſh, with the 
Aﬀettions and Lufts ; and I think the following 


Pleaſure is inconſiſtent with the Life of Chriſtiani- 


in Pleaſure, are dead while they hive : Dead to 
God and ſpiritual Enjoyments. Chriſtians are by 


cauſe the Days are Evil; which I cannot reconcile 


ſtians; How ſhall we kill Time? Work out your 


our precious Time in Mirth, Wantonneſs, Gam- 
ing, Dancing, &c. Be jober ; be vigilant, becauſe 
' your Adverjary, the Devil, is walking about like 4 
roaring Lion, ſeeking whom be may devour ; whom 
refit, ſtedfaſt in the Faith : 1 — conſider'd this 
Paſſage alſo, and find it contrary to the Practice 

of 2 Chriſtians; who, inſtead of reſiſting 


by Sight, and not by Faith. That Chriſtians 
ought not to indulge themſelves in the uſual 


by calling us to a Life of Self-denial, and in- 
lowly and crucified Saviour; for whoever will be 


Paſſages of Scripture greatly evince, that a Life of 
ty; the Apoſtle Paul tells us, that Zhoſe who live 


the ſame Apoſtle exhorted to redeem the Time, be- 
to the faſhionable Phraſe uſed by profeſſed Chri- 


own Salvation with Fear and Trembling, is a Fre- 
_ cept incompatible to ſpending the greateſt Part of 


the Temptations of Satan, blindly ſeek and run into 
| | them, « 


2 
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this Day, that our Mirth ſhould, be turned in- 
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them, by their frequent Attendance on prophane 


and wanton Plays, vain Muſick-Gardens, and 


wicked Maſquerades, Opera's, Fc. The Reaſon 
why Chriſtians are to be found in a watchful 


Poſture, is here given; Becauſe our Adverſary the 


Devil, is ſeeking whom be may devour ; we are ex- 


bhuorted to take Heed how we ſtand, leaſt we fall, 


to watch and pray, leſt we enter into Temptation; 
therefore a Life of Wantonneſs and Riot, Eaſe and 
Security, cannot be agreeable to that Circum- 

ſpection and Diligence requiſite in every Chriſtian, 
in order to make his Calling and Election ſure. And 
I have thought a Life of Diverſion and Pleaſare, is 
very unſuitable toSinners, who may be guilty of im- 
moral Acts, and, perhaps have lived long in open 


Violation of God's Laws : Surely it is high Time 


for ſuch as theſe to awake out of Sleep, out of the 
Lethargy and Death of Sin ; for the Lord, by 
the Mouth of his Prophet, pronounces a Woe 
againſt ſuch as are at Eaſe in their Sins; and calls 


upon them to reform, in theſe Words, Clean/e 


your Hands, ye Sinners, and purify your Hearts, ye 
double-minded, be afflicted for your Sins, mourn and 
weep: Goto, you rich Men, weep and howl for your 
Mzfertes that ſhall come upon you; for you have lived 
in Pleaſure on the Earth, and been wanton ; ye haue 


nouriſhed your Hearts as in a Day of Slaughter, 


&c, And our Lord pronounces a Woe againſt 
them that laugh now, for they ſhallweep and mourn'; 
but bleſſed are they that weep now, for ye ſhall re- 
joice hereafter. Weep for yourſelves, and for your 
Children, was the Advice of Chriſt to the Daugh» 
ters of FJeruſalem; and very neceſſary for us at 


to 
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to Mourning, and the evil Rejoicing of many into 


-Heavineſs. Theſe, and ſuch like Sentences of the 
'facred Records, appear to me to be irreconcilable 


with the common Study and Practice of 3 
Tokens of Mirth, Luxury and Wantonneſs, 


every Place, faying, To-morrow ſhall be as this 


Day, and much more abundant ; whereas we know 
not what ſhall be on the Morrow: For what is 
your Life! It is even as a Vapour, that appeareth 
for a little Time, and then vaniſhes away. T7 
Wicked, ſays holy Fob, ſpend their Days in Mirth, 
and, in a Moment, go down to the Graue. But 
ſome object, that Solomon ſeems to alloy Times 


and Seaſons for Recreations and Divertiſements, 


Tradition; where he evidently ſnews, that there is 


which you conſider as unlawful Pleaſures, vis. 


A Time to fing, and a Time to dance, &c. But, 


what is called an Allowance, appears to me to 
amount to no more, than that in Solomon's Days, 
as well as in all former Ages of the World, there 
were Times in which People did thoſe Things he 
enumerates, and which he obſerves, only adds 
Vanity to all human Actions and Inventions; 1 
but he does not determine whether they were 


lawful or otherwiſe: He tells us alſo, of a Time 
to laugh, or rejoice; our Lord, as above, ronoun- 
ces a Woe againſt thoſe that laugh now [or in this 


Goſpel-Day, wherein you are called to Repentance, 
o fit and qualify you to receive the © Goſpel of 
Chriſt and his ere for d ſhall mourn | 
and weep. 

Solomon meations a Time to hates which's un- 
der the Goſpel is poſitively prohibited, or forbid, 
by Chriſt's, own Remarks on the Fewr/h Law or 


no 


ter than Laughter ; for by the Sadnejs of the Coun- 


1 
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no ſuch Paſſion of the Mind to be exerciſed by 
Chriſtians (except againſt Sin, as the Godly 


hate Sin, becauſe it is a Breach of God's Law) no, 


not againſt our Enemies; his Goſpel being univer- 


ſal Love and Beneficence to all Mankind. But 
granting that Solomon indulged himſelf in the Plea- 


ſures and Vanities of the Age he lived in, which 
indeed, appears to be his Caſe; yet hear how 


| he! eſtimates them, in what is commonly called 


his Recantation; having firſt proved worldly Wil 
dom, he perceived that this was Vanity and Vexa- 
tion of Spirit: For in much Wiſdom is much Grief ; 


and he that increaſeth Knowledge, increaſeth Sorrow, 


Eccl. i. 18. Then fays he, I commended Mirth, be- 
cauſe 4 Man hath nothir ng better under the Sun, than 


to eat, drink, and be merry——Go fo, I will prove 


thee with Mi rth, therefore enjoy Pleaſure ; but, 
behold,” this is al Vanity; Tjaid' of Laughter, it 
7s Madneſs, and of Mirth, what doth it? Eccl. ii. 
T, 2. For even in Laughter the Heart is forrow- 
Fil, and the End , the Mirth is Heavineſs, Prov. 
xiv. 13. And we have this wiſe Man's Opinion, | 
That it is better to go to the Houſe of Mourni ng, than 
to the Houſe of Feaſting ; and that Sorrow ts bet, 
tenance, the Heart is made better: The Heart of 
the N. iſe, is in the Houſe of Mourning ; but the 
Heart of Fools, in the Houſe Mirth : Thus, thou 


may rejoice, O young Man, in thy Youth, and let 
thy Heart chear thee in the Days of thy Youth, and 
walk in the Ways of thy Heart, and in the Sight 
of thine Eyes; but remember it is at 855 Peril; 
od will: 


bring thee into Judgment. Let us now hear his 


for know thou, that for all theſe Things 


D Concluſion 
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Concluſion of the whole Matter: The Fear of the 
Lord is the Beginning of Wiſdom, and to depart. 
from Evil a good Underſtanding ; therefore fear God, 
and keep his Commandments, for this is the whole 
Duty of Man: For God ſhall bring every Work 
into Fudgment, with every ſecret Thing, whether it 
be good, or whether it be evil. 
But further, to evince that the common Di- 
verſions and Amuſements of the Age, are incon- 
gruous and unfit for Chriſtians to recreate them- 
ſelves with—do but propoſe to a pious, grave 
Clergyman, to accompany any one of you - 
a Ball, a Play, a Maſquerade, or Aſſembiy; ; 
invite him to make a Party at Cards, Dice, or — 
[! | Game; and ſee what an Indigni he'll tell thee 

= thou haſt offer'd him, telling thee, that theſe. 

8 Amuſements are. inconſiſtent with his Function, 

iS &c. And indeed every one who has, or does fre- 

quent Play-houſes, knows het thoſe Clergymen 

who take the undue Liberty uenting them, 
conceal'd and diſguis A, in —— y call a Lay- 

N Whereas, TY theſe RS were 

ſuitable to a Chriſtian Spirit, and that ſolid, 

rave, 7 Diſpoſition of Mind, which it is the 

1 uty of every common Chriſtian to labour for, 
} and . why may not the beſt Chri- 
it ſtians frequent them openly, as well as thoſe who 
pretend to a leſſer Degree of Piety and Holineſs ? 

I am not acquainted with any Text in the facred 
Writings, that allows me, or any one elſe, to 
be one wit leſs pious, holy, or virtuous, than our 
Teachers; nay, David did not ſcruple to ſay, in 
Matters of Religion, or the Things of God, that 
he was wi, and had more Et Dat. than all 


* a 3 . 0 
n r NEL ap Poe, n 
eee ene 
5 


_ 


{ib 


/ SouTH-CAROLINA, Oc. 


his Teachers; For thy Teftimonies, O Lord, are 
my Meditation and Delete. 1 underfland more than 
the Antients (who undoubtedly were well acquaint- 
ed with the outward and written Law) for this 
cogent Reaſon, becauſe I keep thy Precepts. And 
Paul exhorts the Philippians in theſe Words, Bre- 


 thren, be ye Followers of me, and mark them which 


walk ſo, as ye have us for an Example ; and where- 
unto we have already attain'd, - us walk by the 
ſame Rule, and mind the fame Thing And in his 
Directions or Council to Timothy,” 605 him, To 
be an Example to the Believers, in Word, in Con- 


verſation, in Charity (or Love) in Spirit, in Faith, 


and in Purity. He alſo directs Titus, To exhort 
the young Men to be jober-minded ; in all Things 


' ſhewing himſelf a Pattern of good Works, in Un- 


corruptneſs, Gravity, and Sincerity. 
But it may be objected, that ſome of the Remarks 


on the faſhionable Diverfons of the World, don't 


immediately affect you, as you have no Maſquerades 


nor Muhick-gardens, to entertain you; neither are 


Theatrical Entertainments frequent amongſ# you. 
This is true ; but you have, in the Winter-ſeaſon, 
Aſſemblies once a Week, wherein you dance and 
game; Balls and Dancing at other Times and 
Places, Card-playing at your own Houſes, &c. 
And, ſuffer me farther to ſay, that Iam ſenſible 
you, many of you, fail not to give your Attend- 
ance on every Occaſion of Mirth and Jolity ; and 
that you mimick Great Britain in every Foppery, 
Luxury and Recreation, within your Reach ; which 
diſcovers an equal Inclination, but leſs Power of 
gratifying a Fondneſs for Pleaſure and Diverſions: 


And tho' vou may have few or no Opportunities 
D 2 of 
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of frequenting Plays, your Cloſets, doubtleſs, are 
furniſhed with Books of this Sort; which, if it 
be unlawful to ſee them exhibited on the Stage, 
(as William Law, a Clergyman, greatly proves 
it is) 'tis equally unlawful and unfit for Chriſtians 
to read them: And, permit me to remind you, 
that you have Biſhop Burnet's, as well as Biſhop 
Tillotſon's Teſtimonies againſt Plays, who, in a 
Sermon on the Education of Youth, in o many 
Words, calls. the Play-houſe the Devils Chapel: 
And in a Diſcourſe againſt corrupt Communica- 
tion, he occaſionally mentions Plays, and ſays, 
& They are intollerable, and not fit to be per- 
« mitted in a civilized, much leſs a Chriſtian Na- 
&« tion: They do moſt notoriouſly miniſter . to 
« Vice and Infidelity : By their Prophaneneſs | 
« they are apt to inſtil bad Principles into. the 
* Minds of Men, and to leſſen that Awe and Re- 
« yerence which all Men ought to have of God 
{8 ce and Religion: And by their Lewdneſs they 
1 « teach Vice, and are apt to infect the Minds of 
1 Men, and diſpoſe them to lewd and diſſolute 
i 1 Practices :” Thus far Biſhop Tillotſon. 
Now hear the Arcbiſhop of Cambray's Senti- 
ments of theſe kind of Books and Entertainments. 
In his Treatiſe on the Education of Vouth, he tells 
8 Voung Perſons, and eſpecially Women, 
“% have roving Imaginations, and for want of ſolid 
e Nouriſhment, their Curioſity turns on vain 
« and dangerous Objects; they are extremely af- 
cc fected with Romances, and chimerical Adven- 
<« tures, and Plays, in which prophane Love bears 
«Ka mighty Share, and fills their Minds with empty 
« N Sting. which ear no e to the true 
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« Motive or Spring of our Actions in this preſent 

* World : A poor Girl, whoſe Head is fill'd with 
“ ſurprizing Strains, is diſappointed not to find, in 
ec the World, real Perſons of the Character of Ro- 


„ mantick Heroes; and as ſhe would live like one 


* of their imaginary Princeſſes, what Diſguſt muſt 
© it be for her to deſcend from this imaginary State, 
eto the mean Parts and Offices of Houſe-wifery?” 

Thus you may obſerve from the Sentiments of 
theſe great and pious Men, the miſchievous Con- 


ſequences that attend the frequenting Play-houſes, 
as well as reading prophane and unedifying Books; 


as they prove them hurtful in a civil or ſocial, as 
well as in a religious Relation. 


Baut further; tho my Experience is ſhort, and 


Knowledge ſmall, in the ſublime Myſteries of 
Chriſtianity, yet J have been induced to conſider 
it both abſurd and irrational to propoſe vain Amuſe- 


ments and Diverſions to Chriſtians, whoſe Conver- 


ſation is in Heaven; who have taſted of the good 
Word of Life, witneſs'd of the Powers of the 
World to come, ſhar'd, in Part, of the Joys of 


Heaven, by divine Communion and Fellowſhip | 
with God: For, as the Apoſtle ſays truly, The 


“ Fellowſhip of all real Chriſtians is with the 
« Father, and with the Son, Chriſt Jeſus; with 
% whom, having fat in high and heavenly Places, 
«© they look down with holy Contempt on lower 
« Enjoyments:“ To preſcribe, I ſay, to theſe, 
earthly Pleaſures and Delights, nay, vain and 
irrational Ones too, is, as the pious Boyle juſtly 


_ obſerves, as unreaſonable, as if one *© ſhould 


e imagine an Eagle could be dazzled with a Glow- 


worm, when, from his high Station, he had 
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© been newly gazing at the Sun.” And indeed 
were the common Recreations both innocent and 
lawful, a true Chriſtian could not conceive any 
Delight in them, or in any Thing that tended to 
divert their Meditation, and carry them ſo far from 
God, whoſe Words and Preſence are become 
more to them than their neceſſary Food; and 
even the Cares and Concerns of this Life, which 
on various Occafions, muſt neceſſarily occupy the 
Thoughts of Chriſtians, are irkſome and burthen- 
ſome to many ; as they, in ſome Sort deprive 
them of more near and intimate Communion and 
Intercourſe with God; who, tho' he is that High 
and Holy One, that inhabits Eternity, and dwells 
in Light inacceſſible by mortal Eyes; tho' Hea- 
ven is his Throne, and Earth his Footſtool, yet con- 
deſcends by his holy Spirit to tabernacle with . 
Men, and ſtoop ſo low as to ſtand at the Door | 
of our Hearts, and knock for an Entrance. Be- 
bold ! faith the Lord, I fand at the Door and 
knock, if any Man open to me, I will come in and 
Jup with him, and he ſhall ſup with me. Thus, 
when we are made Partakers of this bleſſed and 
divine Communion and holy Supper, we are' ready 
to cry out after this Manner, Tis good for us ta 
be here; Lord] Evermore give us this Bread! I 
ſometimes thought the royal Pſalmiſt ſeem'd to 
be much in the Caſe or State I have mentioned ; 
thirſting after God, as he himſelf exprefles it, 
but often interrupted and carry'd away by the 
Avocations of his Kingdom, and Perplexities from 
his Enemies, at a greater Diſtance from God than 
was pleaſing to him, and which he ſeems to have 
in View, and lament, when ſpreading his _ 
nod 1. before 
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before the Almighty, he complains of the Op- 


preſſion from Men Vof the World, who, ſays he, 
have their Portion in this Life. And, on another 


| Occaſion, he deſcribes ſome of the fame Diſpoſition, 
enquiring, Who will ſbeu us any (temporal) Good? 


Butt as for me, I ſhall be ſatisfied wh thy Like- 
neſs ; Twill behold thy Face in Righteouſneſs; Lord, 
lift up the Light of thy Countenance upon me, ther - 
ſhall 1 rejoice more, than when Corn, Wine and 

Oil encreaſeth. And again, When I awake (or 
am free from Interruption) I am ſtill with thee, 

zwhere I drink in thy Preſence of the Fountain of 


Life, and in thy Light I ſee more Light ; for 


bleſſed is the Man whom thou chooſeſt, and cauſeft to 
approach unto thee, that be may dwell in thy Courts, 
for in thy Preſence is fulneſs of Foy, and at thy 
Right Hand are Rivers of Pleaſures for evermore ! 
And he pronounces the Man bleſied whoje Delight 
is in he Law of the Lord, and. who meditates 


— Day and Night. 


Such Meditations of the Lord are- ſweet 4005 | 
his People, and makes them glad in his Preſence'; 


and the ſpiritual Intercourſes, with which the Al- 


mighty in great Mercy and Condeſcenſion is 
pleaſed to favour bis Servants and Children, are 
indeed . in ſome Degree Fore-taſtes of Heaven: 


: For tho' the Apoſtle tells us, Eye (the Eye of the 


natural Man, who is devoted and enſlaved to earth- 


ly Things) hath not ſeen, nor Ear beard, neither 


bath it enter d into the Heart (of ſuch Men as 


theſe) to concerve the Things which God hath prepared 
for them that love him; but God hath revealed them 


wnto us by bis Spirit: For the Spirit ſearcheth all 


Ma yea, the deep _— of God: But the natural 
D 4 . Man 
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Nan receiveth not tie Thing s of the Spirit of God, 
For they are Fooliſhneſs to An, neither can le know 
them (while he remains in his natural. and carnal 
State) becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcern eld. 
But to proceed; I have partly told you what 
Recreations are conſider d by us as unlawful for 
Chriſtians to be exerciſed in; and ſhall now in the 
Words of one of our Worthies, tell you what we 
judge lawful or convenient. Innocent Diver- 
„ tiſements, /ays he, which may ſufficiently ſerve 
«for Relaxion of the Mind, ars theſe; Friends 
may viſit one another; hear or read Hiftory ; 
* ſpeak of the preſent or paſt Tranſactions ; fol- 
< low Gardening; uſe. geometrical: and mathe- 
*, matical Experiments, and ſuch Things of this 
Nature; in all which we are not to forget 
< God.” To this let me add the Concurrence © 
the Biſhop of Cambray, in his Rules for educating 
Vouth; who, {peaking of Recreations proper for 
a young Perſon, ſays thus: There is no Need 
of fine Machines or Sights, theatrical Pomps 
et or Expences, to recreate a young Woman; but 
an inſtructive Reading; a Labour which 1$ 
* by;herſelf freely undertaken; a Walk, or a. 
* little innocent Converſation, which relaxes: the 
« Mind after hard Labour, and leaves a purer Joy 
* in her, than of the moſt charming Muſick, or 
« ſtudied Diverſion. And, further we may con- 
« fider the Works and Order of Nature; for the 
Heavens declare the Glory of God, and the 
Firmament ſheweth his ? San rape Fen Day 
* unto Day uttereth Speech, and Night unto 
Night ſheweth Sen Thus the inviſible 
* * of God are diſcerned (by the T . 
; that 
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ce that are viſible) even the Eternal Godhead. | By 
«ſuch Obſervations, - /ays one f our | Authors, 
«© The Creation would: no longer be a Riddle to 
« us; the Heavens, Earth and Waters, with their 
< reſpective, various, and numerous Inhabitants; 
« their Productions, Nature, Seaſons, Sym — 
«< and Antypathies ; their Uſe and Benefit, wou 

© be better underſtood by us; and an eternal Wiſ- 
«© dom, Power, Majeſty and Goodneſs; very con- 
ce ſpicuous to us, thro' theſe ſenſible and paſſing 
« Forms; the World wearing the Mark of its 
« Maker, whoſe. Stamp is every where viſible, 
* and the Characters legible to the Children of 
« Wiſdom: This would direct People in the Uſe 
% of the World; for how could Man have the 
* Conſcience to abuſe it, while they ſee the great 


Creator ſtaring them in the Face, in all and 


<« every Part of it.” And adds; © As Man is con- 
ce ſider d as the Epitome of the World, we ſhould 


„ not be ignorant of our own Make og Frame; 


« a Glaſs, in which we ſhould ſee that true, in- 


* ſtructing and agreeable Variety, which is to be 


<* obſerved in Nature, to the Admiration of that 

«© Wiſdom: and Adoration of that Power, that 

* created and formed us.” | 
Theſe and ſuch like Relaxations, fn higher 


Attentions, do not exclude God; whereas! it would 


be impious ſo much as to imagine, that the Smiles 
of God's Countenance, or his holy Preſence, can 
in the leaſt Degree be enjoy'd in the common 
Paſtimes and Diverſions of the World; tis not 


expected nor pretended to by any of the Votaries 


to Pleaſure. On the contrary, how is the ſacred 


ned, 
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Perſons of both Sexes, who play, as they fay, for 
Diverfion, and who make no Scruple frequently to 
take God's holy Name in vain, and uſe it wickedly 
and abſurdly to bleſs or curſe their, as they term it, 
good or bad Fortune! And indeed it has been 
often Subject of Amazement and Sorrow to me, 
when I fo frequently meet with, and obſerve this 
Impiety, even amongſt Profeſſors of Chriſtianity 
of moſt Denominations, who irreverently, and, 
without Fear, take God's ſacred Name into their 
_ Months in their ordinary and trivial Diſcourſe, 
and vain Converſation ; not conſidering that this 
Practice 1s an open and-manifeſt Violation of one 
of God's Laws or Commands, in which he de- 
clares, He will not bold them guiltlefs that take bis 
Name in vain (which Precept they frequently re- 
peat in their Worſhip.) And our Lord aſſures us, 
that for every idle Word that Men ſhall ſpeak, they 
ſhall give an Account in the Day of judgment; 
how much more then for this daily Breach of One, 
not the leaſt, of his Precepts ? I would beg Leave 
to remind you, how careful and citcumſpect 
David was in his Words; J, ſays he, will take 
Heed to my Ways, that I fin not with my Tongue ; © 
Iwill keep my Month as with a Bridle, &c. And 
the. Apoſtle Fames tells us poſitively, That 
Perſon's Religion isvain who bridleth not his Tongue + 
That we fuffer no corrupt Communication to proceed 
out of our Mouths ; but on the contrary, ſuch as 
is good, to the Uſe of edifying, that it may mini- 
fer Grace to the Hearers. One Mark of the Ene- 
mies of God is, that they prophane his Name. 
Thine Enemies, ſays the Pſalmiſt, take thy Name in 
vain, O God ! » = 
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- In the Life and Character of Robert Boyle, "as 
an Honour es are told, That he 
never mentioned the Nam f the Almighty, but 


with the greateſt Reverence, and always' made '@ 


Pauſe at the ſame Time: I wiſh the Example of 
ſo pious a Man may be more regarded, and the 
Eyil Conſequence of the above impious Practice 


in which we think it allowable to ſpend our leiſure 
Hours, as has been obſerv'd, does not exclude God; 
butever admits and ſuggeſts ſome ſuitable edifying, 


moral and pious Reflections, never forgetting to 
have an Eye to God; and as we live in a Senſe: of 


his Fear and Preſence, ſhort Ejaculations, or 


Breathings, which come from, will often aſcend 


to, God. On the contrary, where is the leaſt 


Room for God, among thoſe People: who are ri- 


diculouſly term'd People of Faſhion, eſpecially in 
Great Britain, where the Hours of People of this 
Name are ſpent in Folly, Impertinence and Wicked- 
neſs? As Home is burthenſome to Perſons of this 
Caſt, tis now faſhionable to go Abroad to Brea 
faſt, and, like thoſe prophane Perſons the Apoſtle 


Peter deſcribes, they count it Pleaſure to riot in 


the Day-time ; ſome of theſe dance great Part of 
the Morning away, while others are entertained 


with Drollery, Mimick'ry and Buffoonery. When 


they are ſufficiently tired with the Levity and 
Wantonneſs, the next Appearance of the Women 
at leaſt, is at the Mercer's, Milliner's, or Toy-ſhop, 


ſpending in Folly, Superfluity and Extravagance, 


while the Huſbands of ſome of them are perplex- 
ing their Brains how to ſupport his Wife's Vanity, 
which is now become his own, as he proudly 

1 cConſiders 


' bour's. The Toilet cl 


conſiders it a Reproach to himſelf, that his Wife 
ſhould be leſs — anc faſhionable than his Neigh- 


the Remainder of the 
Morning, till call d upon at perhaps Three or 
Four o Clock, for Dinner; and then ſhe: is ſo 
hurried and uneaſy, that ſhe can't ſtay wo at 


her Glaſs to admire her Fopperies, that ſhe has 


little to do but quarrel with her Dinner or Ser- 


voants, till the Hour of Viſiting or Diverſions, which 


poſſibly may continue till Three or Four next 
Morning. By. the Account you have of one Day, 
you may eaſily conjecture how the whole Week 


is ſpent. The Buſineſs of this Week being over, 


let us now ſee how the firſt Day of the next is em- 


ploy'd, or whether any thing of the Chriſtian ap- 


pears in their Behaviour on this Day. Having no 
Buſineſs to do on this idle Day, as many make it, 
ſome indulge and ſleep longer than uſual on other 
Days, except thoſe who uſe it as a Day of Exer- 
ciſe or Recreation, making Excurſions into the 


Country merely for Pleaſure. But let us attend 
thoſe who go to their reſpective Places of Worſhip 
regularly; theſe, by the prepoſterous, fantaſtical 


and ſplendid Dreſſes, of both Male and Female, 


would induce a Stranger to think were Idolators 
repairing to ſome Heathen Temple, rather than 
the Worſhip of the true God, who beholds their 
| Splendor . and Pride with Contempt, and every 


One, 


n ———. 
j”" 


Are God's Eyes charm'd thy Veſtments to behold, 
bs „ Glaring in Gems, and bright with glitt'ring Gold? 

| The Sacrifices he requires, 

op 25 Hearts which Love and Zeal inſpires, 

„ Ard Vows with ſtricteſt Care made good.“ 


One that is proud will he abaſe ; for it is ſaid, The g 
Lord of Hoſts hath purpoſed i ſtain the Pride of all 
earthly Glory. But next 11 us obſerve them in 
their Worſhip; and here again, we might ima- 

ine they were addreſſing ſome ſenſeleſs dumb 
dol, rather than the great Searcher of Hearts: 
For if we may be allow'd to judge by the Evi- 
dence of our Senſes, when we ſee the Eyes of the 

_ greateſt Part of the Congregation wandering abroad, 
on the Faces or Dreſſes of each other, we may cer- 
tainly conclude their Hearts are not at Home, or 
intent on their Worſhip: But how monſtrous and 

impious 1s the Behaviour of theſe People, pretend- 
ing to be employed in the Service of the Supreme 
Being, when we behold them bowing and paying 

Homage to each other, ſometimes in the midſt of 
1 their Worſhip. This irreligious Conduct I have 
not only been an Eye Witneſs of, but in the Practice 
of it, when J profeſſed with you; on which Be- 
haviour, as well as other Parts of Indevotion, I 
have ſince reflected with Horror; and found our 
Lord's Words on ſeveral Occaſions, verified in my- 
ſelf ; I had been indeed worſhipping I knew not 
what; therefore in vain was all the Formalities and 
Ceremonies I was performing outwardly, when J 
| received no inward or ſpiritual Benefit, lo 
A certain Clergyman, now living, as far as I 
know, (in his Remarks on the Levity and irreve- 
rent Conduct of People in this falſe Devotion) 
wiſhes Their Prayers may not be found in the Cata- 
 togue of their Sins. And another adviſes them, 
when at their Prayers, 70 pauſe and aſe themſelves, 
Tf they really do pray? I have been greatly con- 
cerned, when I have thought that ſuch Pretences 
RY. | | to 
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An Exhortation to the Inhabitants 
to Worſhip can be conſider d no other (if I may be 


allowed the Expreſfom than affronting the Almigh- 


ty to his Face; and that he may take up the ſame 
Complaint as he did of old againſt the Jes, ſaying, 


is People draw nigh to me with their Tongues and 


their Lips, but their Hearts are far from me. And 
now the Worſhip is over, let us obſerve if we can 
hear any Remarks on the Sermon: No ſurely ; that 
was not the Buſineſs that principally concern'd 


them; but the Faſhions and Garbs of one another 


ingroſs the whole Obſervation, as ſoon as they are 
diſmiſſed, and are commonly the Subject of Con- 
verſation moſt part of the remaining Day. g 

But when we conſider the Practice and Prepara- 
tion of the foregoing Week, the Horror and 
Amazement we muſt certainly have been fill'd 
with, while we are reflecting, will ceaſe ; and we 
ſhall conclude with Regret, That better cannot be 


expected from People, while they remain in fuch 


an inconſiderate, irreligious, and unhappy Situati- 
on! TheImpiety of a Life thus ſpent in this Circle 


of Madneſs, Folly and falſe Devotion, is ſufficient, 


one would think, to provoke and draw down the 


Indignation of the Almighty on the Heads of ſuch 


Tranſgreſſors, with whom he has long ſuffer d, in 


order to bring them to Repentance. And I have 


been led to admire and adore the long Forbearance 
and Mercy of the Majeſty of Heaven, who is thus 
daily affronted and provoked by his Creatures; 
Creatures too of his Pleaſure, whoſe Life, Breath 
and Being depend on his Will; and who placed 
us here on this Earth to ſerve him our Creator, by 
glorifying him with our Bodies, Souls and Spirits. 
But alas! inſtead of giving the Honour _—_ | 
| | 18 
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his Name, or acknowledging him in all our Ways, 


as we are exhorted, 'tis impoſſible that People in 


this Courſe of Life that I a, deſcribed, can ac- 
knowledge God in any of their Ways; and that in 
the Room of having him in all their Thoughts, 
they take certain and ſure Meaſures to exclude him 
— all their Thoughts. And when I have ſome- 
times been reflecting on the common Expreſſion 
made uſe of by many of theſe Sort of Chriſtians, 
when they would confirm ſomething they are go- 

ing to aſſert for Truth, irreverently uſe theſe Words, 


As T hope to be javed, I have been much affected; for 


how People, who purſue theſe Steps, can rationally 


to arrive at Heaven, I cannot conceive, But 


ſuppoſing it poſſible to obtain it in their own car- 


nal Way, how wou d, or cou'd they reliſh the 


Pleaſure ſaid to be at God's Right Hand, or delight in 
his Preſence, when they — had no Acquaintance, 
Communion or Fellowſhip, with him on Earth? 
What would they think of ſpending an Eternity 


in his Service and Praiſe, when the very Mention 
of Religion, and the: Things of God, are irkſome 
and troubleſome in Time ? pee it is now become 


unfaſhionable and mean, and the Mark of a pu- 


ſillanimous Spirit, ſo much as to infinuate any Care 


or Concern about their poor immortal Souls. But 
let not any deceive themſelves, and hope to obtain 
Heaven and Happineſs on eaſier Terms than the 
Almighty has propoſed: For if we will credit the 
facred Writings, none but thoſe who. fincerely re- 

znted of their evil Ways, and turn'd from them; 
who have lov'd, and fear'dand ſerv'd God here be- 
low, and who have gain'd the Victory over their 
A l. and Paſſions, can be admitted into chis 


glori r10us: 
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glorious Manſion of Bliſs (nor none but thoſe who 
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are properly qualified for - a Part in the heavenly 
Choir, who can ſing the Song of the Redeemed) 
where the happy Employment of the Righteous 


will be praifing God, and giving Glory to his Name; 


as John (call'd the Divine) teſtifies; I au, ſays he, 
thoſe who had gotten the Victory, with Harps in 
their Hands, finging the Song of Moſes, the Servant 


of the Lord, and the Song of the Lanb, faying, 


Great and Marvellous are thy Works, Lord God Al- 
anighty ! uſt and true are thy Ways, thou King of 


Saints / "Who ſhall not fear thee, O Lord! and 


glorify thy Name ! And every Creature which is in 


Heaven praiſed God, ſaying, Bleſſing and Honour, 


Glory and Power, be unto him that fitteth on the 
Throne, and to the Lamb, for ever and ever ! And 
every Order of Angels continually crying, Holy, 
Holy, Holy is the Lord of Hoſts! And thoſe who 
are redeemed; whoſe Robes are waſh'd in the Blood 
of the Lamb, who are arrived at this holy Habi- 


tation, not thro' Pomp and Luxury, but thro” 


great Tribulation, ſtand before the Throne of God, 
and ſerve him Night and Day in his Temple; 
and he that fitteth on the Throne ſhall dwell 
amongſt them, and lead them to Fountains of 
living Water, and God ſhall wipe away all Tears 
from their Eyes. Fi? b 
If this be the happy Situation of the Bleſſed 
above, as we have no Reaſon to doubt but it is, 
examine yourſelves, I beſeech you, and ſee how 
you are prepar'd and qualified for ſuch a Place and 
Condition; and remember tis the Living only, thoſe 
whom Chriſt hath redeemed from the Power of 


the Grave of Sin, and quicken'd by the Reſur- 
„ 55 rection 
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rection of his holy Spirit, to a Life of Holineſs, 
that can truly praiſe God; thoſe who are dead 


in Trepaſſes and Sin, cannot celebrate his Praiſe, 
nor ſing the Song of the ranſomed Ones. Therefore 
you who are aſleep, in a carnal, eaſy and careleſs 
State, hear the Voice of the Son of God, which 
ſpeaks in your Conſcience, ſaying, Awake, ariſe 


From the Dead, and Chriſt ſpall give thee Life ; 


. Rand in Awe, and Sin not; commune with your 


own Hearts, and be flill ; retire there, and jee how 


the Caſe ſtands between God and your own Souls; 


acquaint yourſelues with God, and be at Peace: 
For I teſtify to you this Day, that I have witneſſed 


his Peace and Favour to be better than Life; for 


which my Heart, as well as my Lips, have often 
return'd, to his great Name, high Praiſes and 


Thankſgivings! O that many may be made ſenſi- 


ble of his Favour to their Souls! that they may ſee, 
and fear, and turn unto the Lord, and truſt in his 
Name: You who are afar off from God, draw 


near, and behold his Goodneſs, and taſte it ; and 


you who are near, with me, acknowledge his Might. 
Times of Ignorance God winked at; but now, in 
this Goſpel- Day, he commands all Men, every 


where, to repent; as Life and Immortality is 


brought to Light, through the Goſpel of Jeſus 


Chriſt ; whoſe Goſpel you profeſs to rejoice in: 


But if thoſe, called Chriſtians (whom God hath 
known, above all the Families of the Earth) 


rebel againſt the Light, your Puniſhment will be 


the greater, according to the Proportion of Know- 
ledge and Grace received : For that Servant who 


knows his Lord's Will, and prepares not himſelf, 


neither 
[ 
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neither does according to his Will , ſhall be beaten 
with many Stripes. 

Bring your Deeds therefore to the Light of 
Chriſt in your own Conſciences, and fee if they _ 
are wrought in God: Remember why ſome 
formerly refuſed to bring their Deeds to this Light; 
it was becauſe it would manifeſt that they wers 
Evil, and therefore reproved by it. And tho' the 
Proſpect may appear gloomy and unpleaſant to . 
ſome, and you may be unwilling to break your 
falſe Peace, and diſturb a Reſt you have created to 
yourſelves, and find a ſtronger Propenfity to grati- 
fy than croſs your ſenſual Inclinations and Appe- |” 
tites ; tho' you may be averſe to an Undertaking 
which is likely to prove troubleſome ; a Taſk ſo . 
diſguſtful and diſagreeable, as changing our old 
Cuſtoms and Manners ; which you are told by 
the Apoſtle, muſt be done : All who are in Chriſk | 

Feſus, muſt be new Creatures; Old Things muſt pajs I 

away, all Things muſt become neu, and all of God. 
"Theſe you may poſſibly think hard Sayings ; but 

remember, the Propenſities of Fleſh and Blood 
cannot enter with you into the Kingdom of God ; 
whoſe Love, when you are really in Poſſeſſion of i it, 
will make hard J. hings eaſy, and bitter Things fweet. 

Many are diſcouraged and afraid to enter upon 
a religious Courſe of Life, as it will, they imagine, 

retrench their Liberties, and render their Lives 
unpleaſant, gloomy and melancholy: This indeed 

is one of the Subtilties of Satan; one of his evil 
Reports of the good Land of Promiſe, which 'tis 
his Advantage to prevent your Entrance into. But 

#188 don't believe him, nor his evil Spies ; be was a 

Wit - Liar from the n. and remains ſo to this Day. 

Hy Though : 
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Though the Path you muſt tread, is narrow, and 


will not admit of many Things which Pride has 


introduced, and the Tyrant, Cuſtom, maintains and 
ſupports (and which by the Way, you will have no 


Affection for) yet there is Room enough to enjoy the 


neceſſary Things of this Life, in Moderation: La- 


ment, you will indeed, becauſe you have been ſo 


long Sinners, and did not turn to, love and obey 


God ſooner ; and now will you mourn over him, 


whom you often pierced with your Sins: Grieve, 
perhaps, you may; but one Reaſon will be, That 


do aſſert, that no true and real Chriſtian, ever re- 


is abſolutely needful, remember and conſider, that 
Chrift poſitively aſſures us, That except a Man be 
born again (of the Spirit) he can in no wiſe enter 


nted that he was ſo ; for all ſuch experience, in 


Truth, that God's Service is perfect Freedom; 
and that all 575 Ways, are Ways of Pleaſantmeſs 
and all his Paths, Paths of Peace. | 
But farther, you who may be unwilling to enter 
upon this new but neceſſary Work, this one Thing 


the Kingdom of Heaven, John iii. 3. And that if 


ever you are ſaved, it muſt be according to God's 


own Preſcription, by the Waſhing of Regeneration, 


| end Renewing (Power) of the boly Gloft by his 


ſanctifying Word and Operation; which is able 
to do more abundantly for you, than you can aſk 


or think: Therefore let me entreat you, not to 


forſake your own Mercies : God is waiting to be 
gracious to you; his Hand is full of Bleſſings; 


accept, I beſeech you, of the Offers of his Grace, 
and anſwer to his Call, while the Day.of your 
Viſitation laſts, leſt x W hen you call, he ſhould not 


E | anſwer 3 ; 
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anſwer; for he has declared, that his Spirit ſoo I 
not aways Rrive with. Man, for that be a /o. ts 


Fleſh. 


vation, and do not vainly hope or imagine he will 


Comply then with the Almighty' s Terms ofSal- 


be brought down to yours: Don't think your- 


ſelves ſafe, tho' many of you may be innocent 


from great Trangrefſions ; remember, all and F 


every Unrighteo 58 is Sin: But many flatter 
* and believe, if they are not chargeable 
with groſs Immoralities, that little Sins will not 
be noted by the Almighty; that Satan, the World, 


and the Fleſh, are ſo 3 that they cannot 


get the better of thoſe little Weakneſſes and 


queſt over them; but depend on God's Mercy, 
hoping he will not be extreme to mark ſmall Of- 


fences; and if they are exact in ſome moral 
Duties, they imagine the Almighty will com- 


pound for little Reſerves. That God is eſſential 


K+ Mercy, I grant; but don't forget, that he is alſo 


/ bis Hands ſball be given him. 


Sovereign Juſtice, and will not condemn the Inno- 


cent; neither will he ſtep aſide from his Equity, 
to acquit the Guilty; for as the R:ghteouſneſs of the 
Righteous ſhall be upon him, ſo ſhall the V. ickedneſi 


of the Wicked be upon him, Ezek. xviii. 20. Say 


' Frailties fo incident to human Nature; and as 

they do not, on their Principles, expect to be 

| freed from them on this Side the Grave, they do 
not ſo much as deſire or attempt to obtain a Con- 


ye to the Righteous, it ſhall be well with him, for he 


ſhall eat the 5 ruits of tis Doings: But woe unto 
the Wicked, it ſhall be ill with him; for the Reward 


But 
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But farther, theſe trite Arguments a nd Excuſes, 
which are ſo generally made uſe of to defend evil 
Practices, appear as weak as the Frailties they 
plead for; and I think, if I may be allow'd the Ex- 
preſſion, People make the Almighty a very in- 
jurious Compliment, when they aſcribe greater 
Power and Strength to Satan, than to the Moſt 
High. But perhaps they imagine the Almighty 
will diſpenſe with ſome of his Attributes, ſince 
allow him one in a more abſolute Degree. 


And now give me Leave to tell you what the 


great Proteſtant Advocate, Chillingſiuorth, ſays on 
this Subject, in a Sermon preached before King 
Charles the Firſt (if I remember right) which take 
it in his own Words and Senſe. * Some aſcribe a a 
<* Sort of Omnipotency to the World, the Fleſh, 
* and the Devil; and that God neither does, nor. 


will give ſufficient. Strength to reſiſt them ;” 


which Opinion he labours to explode, and poſi- 
tively affirms, that, by the Aſſiſtance of the 


Grace of God, it is in our Power to reſiſt them; 
and ſhews the Neceſſity of ſo doing, from what 
we are ſo frequently and plainly aſſured of in 


the New-Te/tament, viz. © That without actual 


* and effectual Mortification, with actual and 


<« eſſential Amendment of Life, Regeneration 
* and Sanctification, no Hope, no Poſſibility of 


e Salvation. Thus you ſee, ſays he, all the divine 


© Writers of the New-Teſtament, with one Con- 
“ ſent, and with one Mouth, proclaim the Ne- 
< ceſlity of real Holineſs, and labour to diſenchant 
© us from the vain Fancy, That Men may be 
* ſaved by ſorrowing far their Sins, and intending 
< to leave them, without effectual Converſion and 
- | "iD 3 Reformation 
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Reformation of Life: Which, it may be. fear'd 
“has ſent Thouſands of, Souls to Hell, in a golden 
Dream of Heaven And therefore be very juſtly 
apptizes his Audience, That it was not the 
© pleaſing themſelves, of being. of ſuch a Sect or 
. Profeſſion, together with going to Church, 
s ſaying or hearing of Prayers, receiving of Sacra- 
“ments, hearing, repeating or preaching of Ser- 
«© mons; with Zeal for Ceremonies, or Zeal F 
* againſt them; or, indeed with any Thing elſe, - 
“than conſtant Piety towards God, Juſtice and 
„Charity to our Neighbours, Temperance, Cha- 
4 ſtity and Sobriety towards ourſelves; we ſhall one 
% Day find we have not mocked God, but our- 
* ſelves; and ſhall have our Portion among Hypo- 
8 cries! We make the Church a Stage whereon to 
act our Part, and Playing our Pageantry ; there 
e we make a Profeſſion every Day of confeſſing 
0 5 our Sins, with humble, lowly, penitent and ©- 
4 65 obedient Hearts; and yet when we have talked 
5 * after this Rate, twenty, thirty, or forty. Years, 
* our Hearts, for the moſt Part, continue as proud, 
as impenitent, and as diſobedient, as they were 
8 in the . ee *, We make n * ru 
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* A bet Autor, in ſome Remarks on the auen and 
Litany in the Book of Common Prayer, exclaims after this Manner E 
„% What! always learning, and never coming to the Knowledge o 
& Truth ? Miſerable Sinners you find us, and miſerable you leave | 
e us!” And in the Caſe of Confeſſion, he thus ſtates the Matter; 
et Suppoſe thou hadſt a Son, and ſhould 1 5 him know what 


4 thou wouldſt have him do, and he ſhould Day by Day, Week | 
„ by Week, and Year by Year, provoke thee to thy Face, and | k 
& fhould fay, Father, I have not done what thou Commandeft me to 

& Jo; but I have done quite the contrary; and ſhouldcont inue to pro- c 
>» yoke thee to thy Face, once, or oftner, every Week, wouldft 1 


$* thou not think him a rebellious Child, and that his Application 
& to thee was a mere Mockery? And would it not occalion thee 
eto diſinher it him? 4 


* 
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de tions when we meet and aſſemble together to 
render Thanks to almighty God, for the great 


“ Benefits received at his Hands: And if this 
« were to be performed with Words, with 
Hoſannas, Hallelujahs, Gloria Patri's, Pſalms, 
«< Hymns, and ſuch [ike outward Matters; perad- 
« venture we ſhould do it very ſufficiently : But 


"ods 


in the mean Time, in our Lives and Actions, we 


* 


* 


provoke the Almighty, and that to his Face, with 
all Variety of grievous and bitter Provocations ; 
we do thoſe Things which he has aſſured us to 
& be odious unto him, and contrary to his Nature. 
« And therefore he laments to ſee, that the Power 
© of Godlineſs, almoſt in all Places, -was decried 
and vaniſhed; the Form and Profeſſion of it 
only remaining; that the Spirit and Soul of Re- 
ligion was, for the moſt Part, gone, and only 
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e the outward Carcaſs or Shadow of it left behind!“ 


His whole Diſcourſe was to preſs the abſolute 


Nedeſſity of Converſion fom Sin, and to ſhew 
that nothing ſhort of it, would ſtand one in any 


Stead. That none were Chriſt's, but thoſe 
© who have crucified the Fleſh, with the Affections 


and Luſts: They that have not done ſo, let them 


« be as ſorrowful as they pleaſe, they, as yet, are 
© none of Chriſt's: And he cries out, Lord! what 


«a Multitude of Chriſtians are there in the World, 
that do not belong to Chriſt! And then goes © 


© ; It is not a wiſhing, but a working Faith: 


Not a wiſhing you were a new Creature; but 


<« being a new Creature: Not a wiſhing you had 
% kept, nor a ſorrowing you have not kept, nor 
e purpoling vainly to keep; but the keeping his 


« Commandments muſt prevail with him, as it 


1 « is 
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« is not to the Willing, but to the Obedient the 
„ Promiſe is given. But is not this, /ays he, 
e preaching Works, as the Papiſts do? No, cer- 


* tainly ; but it is to preach Works, as Chriſt and 
& his Apoſtles do; it is to preach the Neceſſity 


* of them, which no good Proteſtant, no good 
6 Chriſtian ever denied; but it is not to preach” 
de the Merit of them, which is the Error of the 5 


«© Papiſts. 


By this Author's Manner of preaching Works, 
we may infer, that he includes all Chriſtian, as 
well as moral Virtues; ; by faying, We muſt be- 
come new Creatures, and keep all God's Command- 
ments: And I would obſerve to ſome, whom 1 


have elſewhere ſaid, ſeem to confine Chriſtianity to 
moral Duties, and, in ſome Sort, to exclude the 


Duties of the firſt Table, which we are as punctual 


to perform, as thofe of the Second ; what will it 


" avail us, tho' we be exact in moral Works, if the 


Motive of them doth not come from God? for tho 
we do all imaginable Juſtice to Mankind, tho we 


give all our Goods to the Poor, and ſuffer for 
What we think our Religion, yet the Apoſtle 


Paul tells us, we may be deficient in the moſt 


material point, if we have not Charity; or do not 
act from that which ought to be the Spring and 


Motive of all our Actions, viz. Love to God. 
The young Man who came to Chriſt, had, as he 


faid, kept the Commands contain'd in the ſecond 
Table, and yet we find him unfit for eternal Life; 
he was negatively good; he had not done 
any Murther, nor committed Adultery ; he had 


not ſtole from, nor defrauded his Neighbour; he 
had refrain' d from theſe Evils ; but we do not 
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find he had yet learn'd to do well: And when 
Obedience to a poſitive and particular Injunction, 
Chriſt our Lord was pleaſed to lay upon him, 


(ſuppoſed) to prove his Love and Obedience to 


God; when it was required of him to quit, or 
exchange, his earthly Poſſeſſions, tho with great 
Advantage, no leſs than an Inheritance eternal in 
the Heavens, and take up a Croſs to his own 
Will and Defires, and follow Chriſt, in this Way 
of Self-denial ; behold he Coward-like withdraws, 


and departs, we are told, fad and dejected, being 


grieved with the Saying: This unhappy Man's 
Refuſal of the Kingdom, or Eternal Life, on 
our Lord's Conditions, occaſioned him, with an 
apparent Concern, to fay, How hardly ſhall they 
that have, or in his following Words, that 92 | 


in Ricbes, enter the Kingdom of God And on 


another Occaſion, he FR 48 declares, That who- 


ſhever came to him, and took not up his Croſs, and 
denied himſelf, and hated not Father and Mother, 
Wife, Children, Brethren and Siſters, yea, and his 


own Life (when brought in Competition with 


his Duty and Love to God) he could not be his 
| ＋ 3 65 and conſequently, e of eternal 
w=_ | 


I ſhall now give you the Senſe of Dr. Whitby, 

as well as my own, with Reference to the Precept 
of Selt-denial, &ec. He introduces his Subject by 
paraphraſing on Matt. xiii. 22. Lake viii. 14. 


Mark iv. 19. all which Remarks I ſhall paſs over, 


and only obſerve what he ſays on part of the aid 
19th Verſe. © The luſting "ahold other Things; 
** hurtful Things, which choak the Seed or Word 


1 © of Life i in us— TheLuſt of the Eye, he tells us, 


t are 


% high Eſtimation in the World: Advancement 
© to high Poſts, or great Places, above others: 
And, laſtly, our exceſſiveLove to our Relatives; 
as Parents, Wives, Children, Friends, &c. For 
er when theſe Affections prove Temptations to Sin, 

as the Exceſs of them certainly does; they will 
< then be obſtructive of that Influence, the Word 


|< of Life ſhould have upon us: And St. John in- 


© forms us, that all theſe are not of the Father; 
e but of the World, John ii. 15, 16. And 
te that if we love or ſet our Hearts) upon them, 


< the Love of the Father is not in' us. There- 
« fore Chriſt requires us to deny ourſelves in all 


* theſe Things, to love them leſs, or hate them 
« (comparatively) that we may be his Diſciples.” 
And next I. ſhall endeavour to illuſtrate, by one 

| Inſtance, among the many I have experienced, 
how I underſtand the above Precept, by faying 
how I conducted myſelf in a Circumſtance where- 
in Self-denial appear'd requiſite and neceſſary to be 

it in Practice by me. 

When I was conducted, by my great Leader: 
into the narrow Path of Self-denial, I was ſenſible 
that I muſt part with many hurtful co ſuperflu ous 


Things, I had been accuſtomed to; the Way was 


too narrow to admit of Pride in any Shape or Form; 
and as Superfluity in Apparel, as well as many 


other Inſtances of Luxury, appear d to me incon- 


ſiſtent with the Doctrines of Chriſtianity, and the 


| ” 
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te are our Deſires of gay Apparel, rich F urniture, | 
« and ſuch like, as by St. John are ſtiled, the 
« Pride of Life: Defire of popular Applauſe, or- 


more particular Inſtructions and Admonitions of 


ſeveral of the * I laid aſide ſeveral Things 1 


thought 


KA» , 
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a ht inconſiſtent with the Profeſſion of a 
Chriſtian ; and diſuſed idle and unmeaning Com- 


\liments; and further, being convinced of the 
Principles of the People called Qualers, I joined 


to that Society. Thus I became ſingular, and con- 
ſequently deſpicable to my Children, and ſome of 


my Acquaintance and Friends ; who not only pr 


feſs d a Diſlike, but a Concern that I ſhould. 4 


pear in ſo contemptible a Manner, and ſo ve 


different from what I uſually had done. Here I 


had a Croſs to bear. What was now to. be done! 
I was certain I had acted with Sincerity, and done, 


according to the beſt of my Underſtanding, what 


I apprehended the Duty of every common Chriſti- 
an, vis. To part with all Superfluities of Naugh- 


tineſs, which were now beginning to be burthen- 


ſome to me, as I gradually experienced Old Things 


paſſing away, and New Deſires and Affections to 


take Place in my Heart. I frequented the Meet- 


ings. of theſe People, as I was: convinced the 


Doctrines they taught, and their Mode of Wor- 


ſhip, were free from Ceremonies and. Superſtition, 
and moſt agreeable to the Obſeryations I had made 
in reading the facred Writings, '&c. and what was 


moſt valuable and worthy Imitation, that the true 


and genuine Members of this Society, walk con- 


ſiſtently and agreeably to the Rules and Maxims 


of Chriſt and his Apoſtles. However, to be de- 


ſpiſed by my Acquaintance, Friends and Children, 

was a Trial hard to bear: But whoſoever he be 
of you, that taketh not up his Croſs, and bateth 
not (camparativaly) Father, Mother, Children, 


_ &c. lays our bleſſed Lord, is. ah: Ch F me, 
and cannot be my Dijeiple. eel] 


And, 


ef 
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And, though, in this Inſtance, I endeavoured to 
pleaſe God rather than Men, Til venture to aſſert, | 
that few have a more natural Tenderneſs, ans 
affectionate Regard, in both, or all theſe Relations, 
than myſelf. And, indeed, when the Love of 

| God is received into our Hearts, 'tis fo far from 
leſſening or contracting our lawful Affections, that 

_ It enlarges our Hearts, in a peculiar Manner, to 
our Relatives and Foldnds ; andexcites in us a 
loving and benevolent Diſpoſition towards all Man- 
kind, whoſe Happineſs we entirely wiſh : For if 
any Man ſay, J love God, and hateth his Brother, 
be is a Liar; for he 250 lovelh not his Brother, 
whom he hath ſeen, how can he love God, aubom he 
hath not ſeen ? And this Commandment we have 
from him, That he who loveth God, will love his 
Brother allo; ; and we love God becauſe he firſt loved 
us Therefore, if God fo loved us, we ought to 
love' one another, and do Good to alli; but, ore 
efpecially to the Houfhold of Faith ; with whom we | 
are made one in Chriſt. 

But further, among many Inſtances of Self. de- 5 
nial, as I have above remark'd , I found Pride in 

Apparel, abſolutely neceſſary to be avoided ; and 
tho Pride in every Species and Appearance, is abo- 
minable and odious in the Sight of the Almighty, 
yet it ſeems particularly againſt this Branch of it, 
that the Prophet Laiab exclaims in his third 
Chapter: And, I am ſorry to obſerve, that the 
F Charge of this odious, as well as irrational Paſſion 
| of the Mind,equally affects the Male, as the Female 
Part of my Species. But what renders it the more 
notable, is, that we don't remark, in preceeding 
Ages, Foy Prohibition .in the Article of Apparel, | 
ever 


F 
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ever ſo much as mention d; or any Caution given 


to Men, to avoid Superfluity, or Gaiety, of this 


Kind; as if this Folly and Weakneſs, was indeed 


incident and peculiar to Women only. 
* And we may remark, from Hiſtory, that wiſe 
Men always neglected and deſpiſed Gaiety in their 


Clothes ; and, whenever any Vanity of this Sort 
appeared, tho' in young Men, it was look'd upon 
with Contempt, and derided by reaſonable Men, 
who confider'd it as a mark or Indication of weak 
Intellects. 3 

But however that be, I ſhall take the Liberty of 


aſking my own Sex, who ſeem moſt concern'd in 

the Judgment pronounced by the Prophet againſt 
the Pride of Women, their Opinion of the Chapter 
I have mention'd. After the Prophet had been enu- 


merating the great Diſadvantges and Calamities 
the Children or People of 77 ae! had brought upon 
themſelves by their Sin and Diſobedience, for 
which, he tells them, the Lord would affuredly 
enter into Judgment, by bringing theſe Calamities 
| ſuddenly upon them; he adds, Moreover, the 
Lord ſaith, becauſe the Daughters of Zion are 
haughty, and walk with ſtretched-forth Necks, and 
wanton Eyes, walking, and mincing as they go, 
and making a tinkling with their Feet: Therefore, 
in that Day (the Day of his Judgments) /aith 
the Lord, 1 will take away the Bravery of their 


tinkling Ornaments from about their Feet, and their 
Cauls, and their round Tires like the Moon, the. 
Chains, and the Bracelets, and the Mufflers, the 


Bonnets, and the Ornaments of the Legs, gnd the 
Head-bands, and the Tablets, and the Ear-rings, 
the Rings, and Noſe-gexwels, the changeable Suits of 
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Apparel, and Mantles, and the Wimples, and the . 
Criſpin- pins, the Glaſſes, and the fine Linnen, tbe 
Hoods, and the Veils. And it ſhall come to paſs, 


that inſtead of ſaveet Smells, there ſhall be a Stink ; 
taſtead of a Girdle, a Rent; inſtead of well-ſef 


Hair, F 3 inſtead of a Stomacher, a girding 


with Sackcloth ; and Burning, inſtead of Beauty. 
And hence let us obſerve the Effects of Pride 
in Apparel too, which many think fo inſignificant; 
and ſome have been ſo abſurd as to fay, that the 
Ornaments, &c. enumerated by the Prophet, were 


only unlawful to the Jeuiſb Women, who poſſi- 

bly had borrow'd their Faſhions from the Heathen, 
with whom they were forbid any Sort of Com- 
merce; neither were they to walk after the 
Cuſtoms and Manners of the Heathen Nations. 


But we may remark, theſe Things were not to be 
taken from them, becauſe they had borrow'd the 
Forms of them from the neighbouring Nations ; 


but becauſe the Daughters of Zion are proud and 


haughty, and walk with ftretched-forth Necks, when 
they are adorn'd with all the Bravery of theſe Or- 
naments ; therefore the Lord will deprive them of 


the Thing they made ſubſervient to their Pride 


and Vanity ; the Sin of which is equally 'odious 
and abhorrent to God, in us, the Deſcendants of 
the Gentiles, as it was in the Fews : Nor does the 


Prohibition of Sin, or the Command or Precept 


of Holineſs, loſe one Wit of its Force and Energy, 
for being deliver'd two or three thouſand, or ſeven- 
teen hundred Years ago. As the Almighty is un- 
changeable in his eſſential Holineſs ; for with him 


. 7s no Variableneſs, or Shadow- of Turning ; Sin, 


that was Sin ſome Ages back, muſt abſolutely be 
ſo at this Day. oe 


But 
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But hear now what ſome of the Chriſtian Apo- 
ſtles enjoin, when they were giving Directions to 


the Churches of Chriſt, 1 Tim. ii. g. and which 
Dr. Whitby thus notes: In like Manner alſo 1 


« will that Chriſtian Women adorn themſelves in 


- - & modeſt Apparel, with Shame-facedneſs and Sobri- 


« ety; not ſetting out themſelves with broider'd 


Fair, or Gold, or Pearls, or coſtly Array; but 


ce with that Ornament, witch beſt becomes Wo- 
ce men profeſſing Godlineſs; that is, with good 


« Works.“ 


And next the Apoſtle Peter, in his particular 


Inſtructions to Chriſtian Women, he thus expreſſes 
himſelf; Whoſe adorning let it not be that outward 
adorning of plaiting the Hair, and wearing Gold, 
or putting on of Apparel; But let it be with the 


hidden Man of the Heart, in that which is not cor- 
ruptible, even the Ornament of a meek and quiet 
Spirit, which isin the Sight of God of great Price : 
For after this Manner, in the old Times, the holy 


Women alſo, who truſted in God, adorned themfevles. 


And the above cited Author, in his Comment on 
the Words of both theſe Apoſtles, gives you his 


Senſe thus: It ſeems evident, that all Attire, 


e which, by the Richneſs a Coſtlineſs of it, 


ce ſhewsany Pride or Vanity of Spirit, or any Am- | 
© bition to excel others, is forbid by the Apoſtle's 
Words: All great Concernment, Care and Study, 


“e to appear in ſuch Attire, as if it were our trueſt 


e Ornament, and that which made us excel, and 


© be more Team lr than others: This Vanity 


* and Pride, this Eſteem of, and Concern for, 
©. theſe Things, being not well conſiſtent 8 


. e and much leſs with the Profeſſion of 
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* true Godlineſs. And here (continues he) 'tis 


ce worthy to be noted by the Women, that this 
* Precept ought not to be ſlighted by them, as of 
<« little Moment, ſeeing it is ſo carefully inculcated 


« by the two chief Apoſtles of the Fews and 


© (Gentiles, St. Peter and St. Paul. And the contra- 
ce ry is repreſented as a Practice oppoſite to God- 


tt lineſs: And he ſubjoins; Let them eſpecially 

ce remark the Character here given of a Chriſtian 

te Woman, viz. That the is one who does not only 
<« profeſs and declare, that ſhe ſerves and worſhi 


r God, but alſo doth ſhew forth Godlineſs in her 


c Life and Converſation. And let the Men note 


c hence, that if it be ſo unbecoming a Chriſtian 


« Woman to be thus concern'd in adorning and 


„ tricking up her Body, it muſt be much more 
* unbecoming a Chriſtian Man to put on ſuch 


« Attire, which makes him truly deſerve the 
Ree Fop. 5X 

And next let us hear the Opinion of one of the 
Antients, Clemens of Alexandria; he tells us, 
* That Women, who wear Gold, and plait the 
* Hair, have not the Image of God in the inward 


Jo Man; and that the apoſtolical Conſtitutions for- 


© bid Women to wear exquiſite Garments, which 
«© were fitted to deceive, or Gold Rings, &c. 

And Jamblicus, in the Life of Pythagoras, ſays, 
« That no free Woman wore Gold, but lewd 
„Women only.” 


Hence you may obſerve, that the People called 


Duakers, are not ſingular in the Conſtruction they 
put on, or Senſe they conſider the Apoſtle's Words 
in, in the Article of Apparel; and that our Parti- 
cularity in this Matter does not proceed from Whim, 

| Caprice, 


8 ke 0 Lt 5 3 


: Cap tos, or 5 or any Affectation of - being 


l but from a Conviction in our own Un- 
derſtanding, that Superfluity and Luxury, which 


| has its Riſe from Pride, is inconſiſtent and con- 


trary to the humble, lowly, unambitious Temper 
and Spirit of Chriſtianity. 

One Argument ſome have made Uſe of to ſup- | 
port the Vanity of gay and coſtly Clothing, was. 


this; That the Pride was not in the Clothes, but | 


in the Heart: An Aſſertion I have greatly prov'd. 
true by my own Experience. I could not imagine 


there could be any moral or inherent Evil in a Piece 
of gay Silk; for I know full well, that Pride pro- 
ceeds from a vain and ambitious Heart; and that 


if it had not its Reſidence and Seat there, it would 
not appear in the Habit or Garb. But tho Deke per- 
haps may allow me tobe acquainted with, and there- 


fore a judge of my own Heart; yet, wou'd it not 
border upon Uncharitableneſs, to alledge that all 


Perſons who wear gay Clothing, are conſequently 
proud and ambitious? I anſwer; Tho' it may 
not be ſafe to judge in every Caſe according to the 


Sight of the Eye, yet our Lord ſeems to allow us 


the Evidence of our Senſes pretty generally. Every 
Tree, ſays he, is known by its Fruit. Of Thorns 


Men do not gather Figs, nor off a Bramble-buſh 


Grapes, And then gives us the following Mark 


or Criterion to judge by, Ye ſhall know them by 


their Fruits. Thus when I ſee Fruits of the fame 
Kind produced by others, which I certainly know 


ogy from the bitter Root of Pride in my own 


cart, I do not think it an uncharitable, but a 
natural and rational Concluſion, that they ſpring. 


| from- the like evil Root in others. 4 good Tree 
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cannot bring forth evil F ruit, neither can a corrupt 


Tee bring forth good Fruit. A good Man out of the 


good T; reaſure of his Heart, bringeth forth that 


which is good; but an evil Man, out of the evil 


erg of | bis Heart, bringeth forth that which is evil, 
I bave heard it objected, That Perſons, who have 


always been accuſtomed to Finery from their Infancy, 
are not commonly proud of it; it becomes there 
familiar to them, that they have not fach high Thoughts 


of themſelves when gaily attir'd as many imagine; 


neither value Dreſs and ſplendid Equipages, &c. at 


fo high a Rate, as thoſe to whom they have not been 


fo habitual: This I have thought may be partly 
true; but notwithſtanding I have conſider'd, that 


tho theſe Things are habitual and familiar to ma- 
ny, yet People of this Character are not ſo igno- 
rant, as not to be ſenſible that they are reſpected 
and courted according to the Appearance they 
make in the World ; and ſhould any One propoſe 
to ſuch to lay aſide their Splendor and Gaiety, we 
ſhould ſoon ſee theſe Matters are not fo indifferent 
to them as ſome may think ; they only ſeem more 
careleſs and eaſy about them, becauſe they have 
been accuſtom'd to Pride of this Sort longer than 


- 


others, and therefore leſs affected with it, having 


better learn'd the Art to conceal it : And if every 
One would be ſo juſt to themſelves, as candidly 
and impartially to LE and aſk their ownHearts, 
from whence proceeds their Fondneſs for Splendor, 
Shew and Pomp, eſpecially in this Article, they 
would be obliged to confeſs, or at leaſt not to 
deny, that Pride was at the Bottom. 
Part of a Converſation I happen d to have th 
a faſhionable Woman in Great-Britain, will ſerve. 
| to 
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to confirm what I have obſerv'd.' She aſſerted /he 
aua free from Pride, tho ſhe did adorn herſelf in 
a gay and ſplendid Manner. I aſk'd her if ſhe 
could be as well ſatisfied and content in a plain 


Dreſs; and Stuff or Woollen Gown, as with the gay 
Silks ſhe uſually wore? She anſwer'd, yes. I que- 
ried why ſhe then dreſſed ſo gay? She anſwer'd, 
that ſhe might appear agreeable to others. | alk'd 


ber why the was ſo much concern'd to pleaſe others 
with her fine Clothes, Fc. She ſaid, it was leſt ſhe 
Should be deſpiſed for the Meanneſs of her Appearance. 


I aſk'd her whence proceeded that Fear? Hete, 1 


think, ſhe was ſilent, being reduced to an Ex 
tremity, which proved the Source of her Vanity - 
to be nothing leſs than Pride, in ſpight of all her 


boaſted Humility. I have often thought, our 


Fondneſs for 'Trifles, Pomp, Shew and Noiſe, 
may be attributed to Inconſideration: For did 


we reffect, examine and compare Things, we 


ſhould certainly make very different Deductions, 
Concluſions, and Eftimations, from what the Ge- 
nerality of Mankind are wont to do. And I am 


certain, from our Ignorance of Divine and Hea- 
venly Things, proceeds our Fondneſs and inor- 


_ dinate Deſires for ſenſual and earthly Pleaſures and 


Enjoyments. And indeed ſince I have thought at 


all, I mean to any good Purpoſe, I have been 


amazed at my own Stupidity and Folly, when 1 


ſometimes doated on a Ribbon, or any other Toy 


ox Bauble, that had but the Title of new-fafhren'd 
„ e annex d 


have confider'd and recollected how anxious I had 
formerly been till J was in Poſſeſſion of this gay 
Silk, and the other fine Lace; and I have bluſhed 
with any holy Shame, when I reflected how I had 
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annex d to it! oue common Argument for Su- 
perfluity and Luxury of all Kinds, is that it en- 


courages and ſupports Trade; and the Bread and 
Subſiſtence of Thouſands depend on new Faſhions: 
But thoſe who offer this Reaſon, do not conſider 
how many, on the contrary, are ruin'd and un- 


done by contributing to what is alledged the 1 


of Trade ; this being ſo manifeſt, eſpecially 


in Great-Britain, that it needs no other Procf 


but the Evidence of our Eyes, if we will but look 
round and conſider how many Families are reduced 
to Poverty, Wretchedneſs and Miſery, from this 

Source Pride, from whence ſpring Luxury, 


in all its hideous Forms and Shapes. The Diſor- 


der, as a late Writer obſerves, is become almoft 
 epidemical, as the inferior Claſs. of People endea- 
your all in their Power to appear as grand and 
faſhionable as their Superiors. And when I have 


conſider'd, how uſual it is for the lower Part of 


Mankind to be ſway'd by the Example of the 


Higher, I have thought it greatly behoved People 


of Rank and Condition to exhibit Patterns of Hu- 
mility, Temperance, Sobriety and Moderation, 
with every other Chriſtian Virtue, to their Inferi- 


ors. But I have heard it objected, that coſtly — | 


ſplendid Apparel, &c. is neceſſary to make and ſuppo 


4 proper Diſtinction between Perſons of high 2 


lo- Degree. The Argument I have thought 
weak, and unworthy to be offer'd by a Chriſtian, 


as I am of Opinion, every reaſonable Perſon will 


grant, that Piety and Virtue (not Gold and Tinſel 
: Ornaments) ought to diſtinguiſh and render truly 


honourable the higher Rank of People. Beſides, | 
it is evident, that theſe Diſtinctions are not kept 


up 


/ 
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up and n 19 coltly Attire, Ge. for we may 


daily obſerve, that Perſons of the loweſt Rank, 
with Reſpect to their Offices and Employments, 

are oftentimes very wealthy; and theſe adorn 
themſelves in as pompous a a Manner, and have as 
grand Houſes, Furniture, Equipages, '&ec. as thoſe 
| who are greatly ſuperior to them in other Reſpects. 
But allowing many Things the Title of Superflui- 

ty and Luxury, and therefore unlawful to be uſed 
by Chriſtians; ,it has been queried, - how are all 


theſe Faſhi on- mon gers, doo are ſupported by making 


and vending of - Things of this Nature, to be pro- 


vided for, + if they: 2 give up tbeir Employments, 
which, you Quakers ſay, are contrary to Chriſtiani- 


: Ye and therefore unlauful? I would firſt humbly. 
opoſe-.to People to examine themſelves, and 


— os they are Chriſtians ; not nominal, but real 


Chriſtians; ſuch as are led, ruled, guided and 
directed by the Spirit of Chriſt; thoſe who are 
not, are none of his, whatever they may pre- 
tend to; for as many as are. led by the Spirit of 

Sad, they (and they: only) are the Children of God. 

* Theſe will find, that it is not lawful for them to 


ſupport any T rade, or uſeany Employment, which 
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is inconſiſtent, or claſhes with the Doctrines and 


Rules they profeſs to be govern'd by; ſuch are not 
often at a Loſs for ſome lawful Calling or Buſineſs, 


whereby. they may obtain F ood and Raiment, 
with which they are content; Religion has 
bounded their Defires, and they greatly experi- 
ence, that the Happineſs of a Chriſtian's Life 


does not conſiſt in the Abundance of this 


World's Goods. I have the Authority of a Clergy- 
man * has; 1 am now. going to mention. UtS. 
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„ That all thoſe who themſolves Chris ; 
ce ſtians, ſhould, in all their ens, conſequent= 
e ly in their Callings, or Profeſſions of Bulinels, f 
« aſk themſelves this negeſſary Queſtion, Can I'd 
* this Thing as a Chriſtian? Or, is it confiftent | 
with the Principles and Precepts of my Chri, _ 
* Profeſſion?” And if upon a ſerious and fincers 
Examination, we find that the Calling or Employ- 
ment on which our Bread depends, be in any 
wiſe contrary to the Precepts of Chriſt, and the 
Example he left us to follow; ff it be either di- 
1 realy or indirectly fo, I believe we are eulpable 
1 if we don't leave off. For Chriſt tells us, , our 
= Right Hand offend us, or cauſe us to act any _ 
againſt his Laws, we muſt cut it f; we mu 
| quit whatſoever ceuſes this Offence, how near, 
fl r, and uſeful ſoever it be to us, as tis better 
' to enter into Life halt and maimed, than” "having | 
= tu Hands to be caſt into Hellfire. 
| { J am not inſenſible, that what I have here offered 
5 will be thought hard Sayings by many; but tor 
WW our Encouragement our blefled Lord aſſures us, 
= That any One who hath forſaken any temporal Ad- 
i vantage or Enjoyment, as Houfes; Lands, Father, 
; Mother, Wife or Children, Brethren or Sifters, for 
bis Sake, and the Goſpels | ſhall receive an Hundred 
fold in this World, and in that to come Life ever- 
F lafting. For Godlineſ hath' the Promiſe of the Life 
4 that now 1s, and of that which is to come. We 
have not oniy an Hundred-fold of Peace in our 
VBoſoms, vis. The Comforts of an upright Con- 
* ſcience (a greater Bleſſing than any we have parted 
with) and fpiritual Bread to eat, which the World 
knows not of ; but our natural Bread is made ſure, 
and Water fails not; for the Lord oftentimes caſts 
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away the Subſtance of the Wicked, yet he rarely 
ſuffers the Souls of the Righteons to famiſn. 

Agreeable to this the royal Prophet ſpeaks, 7 
have been young, and now am old, yet have I never 


ſeen the Righteous forſaken, nor his Seed begging 


Bread. And again, he exhorts to traſt in tba Lord 


and do Good, and thou ſhalt dwell in the Land, and 


verily thou ſhalt be fed, And further, he calls td. 
his People to fear the Lord, and believe in him 
Believe in him, and he will help thee, and order thy 
Way aright ; fear and truſt in him, and your Re- 


ward ſhall not fail. He ſhall fave them, becauſe 
they put their Truſt in him; for look at the Ge- 


nerations of old, and ſee, Did ever any truſt in- the 
Lord, and was confounded ? Or, did any abide 


in his Fear, and was forſaken ? Or whom did he 


ever deſpiſe that call'd upon his Name in Truth, 


Sincerity and Uprightneſs? But ſuppoſing that 


Chriſtians, as a Tryal of their Faith, may ſome- 
times be reduced to great outward Diſtreſs, which 
may poſſibly be permitted to extend to Want of 
Bread, ' &c. yet ſhall Famine, or Nakedneſs, or Per- 

ſecution, or Diſtreſs, &c. ſeparate us (Chriſtians) 


From the Love of God No, ſurely ; Theje (com- 


paratively) ligbt Aflictions which we ſuffer for 4 
Moment, work for us a far more exceeding and eter- 
nal Weight of Glory, 2 Cor. iv. 17. For tho! the 


| ſpiritual Exerciſes, as well as temporal Troubles of 
the Righteous, may be many, yet the Lord de- 


upon the Banks of Deliverance, We will love the 


Tord our Salvation, be having. been our Strength 
and our Shield, and done great Things for us; there- 
Fare will we be thankful to bis Name, and rejoice in 
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bis Power: : For who among the Gods (or Idols ma- 
ny make to themſelves) is lile unto our Gad] Let 
us therefore aſeribe Strength and Powerto God; for 


Rabbi to 


his:Name 1s glorious in Holineſs ; he is fearful in 


Fraiſes, and a God that has indeed wrought Wonders | 
for us. Thus are we excited to love God, who firſt, 
loved us, and has called us to Glory, which we 

have beheld, as of the Glory of the only begotten 


Son of God, full of Grace and Truth, of whom 
we have received Grace for Grace; and having 
thus ſeen his Glory, our Hearts are overcome with 


his Beauty, and we endeavour to return in our 


Meaſure, Love for Love, and can now ſay in 
Truth and Sincerity, Whom have we in Heaven but 
thee, and there is nothing that we defireon Earth in 
Compariſon of thee * Thou. art indeed become the 
Chief among ten Thouſands to our Souls. © Thus the 


truly Godly love God above all earthly Confer | 


tions, "EY in the higheſt Degree. 
The Love of God, | /ays 4 pious N riter, is 
&, of ſo noble a Nature, that the Mediocrity, 


„ which in other Paſſions is an Excellence, is 
ce here an Imperfection. The Man after God's 


© own-Heart, is not afraid to own to his Maker 
% an Ardency of Love, which he expreſſes by 


ee the ſignificant Metaphor of Thirſt, My Soul 


et is a thirſt for God, &c. Other Paflions, like 


„ other Rivers, are beſt liked when they flaw 


e within their wonted Banks; but the Love of 


* God, as of the River Nile, the mee 


cc 


. it the more welcome.“ 


The royal Prophet indeed en often a tors | 
vent Love to, and Deſire after, the Enjoyment of 
_ God's holy * : 80 he no leſs eſteemed his 


Precepts ; 5 


- 
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Precep 
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Honey to my Mouth. I love thy Commandments above. 
Gold, yea, I efleem them above fine Gold. Ty Tefti= 
monies have I taken for an Heritage, for they are 


the rejoicing of my Heart. Thy Teſtimonies are my 


Delight, and my Counſellers. I delight to do thy Will, 
O my God ! yea, thy Law. is within my Heart, 
Plalm cxix. The Apoſtle Paul alſo delighted 
in the Law of God after the inner Man: And 


agreeably, the Righteous, in all Ages, decline not 
from the Commandments of his-Lips, but eſteem 


9 the Words of his Mouth more than. ö 


But let none imagine, that tho it is our Dut) 


to love God with all our Heart, Soul-and Strength; © 
above every Conſideration, and with the greateſt 


Ardency, that this Injunction claſhes with, or hin- 
ders our exerting this Duty of Love in its full 


Force in every natural and ſociat Relation; as it 


is not the ſame Species of Love with which we 
love God, as that we extend to our Neighbour, 
| Children, &c. For as God is an infinitely perfect 
Being, and happy i in his own Perfections, we can- 
not add to his Happineſs by wiſhing well to him; 
therefore we cannot love him with the Love of 
Benevolence or Beneficence, with which we love 
gur Neighbour, &c. but with the Love of Defire, 
defiring to be with him, and to. partake of- his 
5 olneſs, agreeable to what the royal e 
ſpeal oy Op e. bave 1 fred, and e * 


5 ; o wok 4 x 
"x | 


8 3 3 agrecable to what our bleſſed Lord aid 
r- ages to his Diſciples, F ye love ne, heep 
my. Commandments. I hate, ſays David, uain 
| Thoughts, but thy Law do I love ; for how faveet 
are thy Words to my Taſte? Tea, feveeter than. 
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, that J may dwell in the Hons (or Pre- 
— of the Lord for ever; to behold the Beauty 
of the Lord, and to worſhip in his Temple != A reli 
gious Soul, ſays one, may obey the Command of 
Ding God nne; tho ſhe allows her Aﬀettivns 
other Objetts, prov 1ded they be kept in a dur Subor- 
dination, and rod: Ax in Competition with that 
Live which onght to be appropriated to God. 
The Apoſtle Peter loved God above all earth] 
Confiderations, when he refuſed to obey the High 
Prieft, who charged him, with the other Apoſtles, 
that they ſhould not teach in the Name of Chriſt : 
He anſwper d and faid, We ought to obey God rather 
than Man. Tho' in 0 doing they inetirr'd the 
Diſpleaſure of Men, and were in Danger of 
loſing not only their Liberty, but even their Lives; 
_ nevertheleſs, ſay they, we cannot but ſpeak the 
Things which we have ſen and heard (and for _ 
Purpoſe we have been immediately commiſſion 
onr great Maſter himſelf) viz. That by us | Rag 
tante and Remiſſion of Sins ſhould be preach/d in his 
Name't in all Nations, beginning at Jerafalem. 
And the Apoſtſe Paul expreſſes the greateſt, as 
well as the moſt fervent Love to God, when he thus 
ries, Who (or what Conſideration) ſhall ſeparate 
PI s from the Love of God in Chrift Feſus, our Tord! ? 
Shall Tribulation, or Diſtreſs, or Perſecution, or 
Famine, or Peril, or Sword? No; in all thi 
Things we are more than Conquerors thro' Chriſt, ww 
bath hued us ! Therefore I am perſwaded, that 
neither Life nor Death, nor Angels, nor. Princi- 
palities, nor Powers, nor Things preſent, nor Things 
to come, nor Heights (of IProfoerity) nor Depths (of 
Adverlity) mor any other ea ſhall be able to 
F eparate 
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indeed thoſe inferior Intereſts bear no ſort of Pro- 


e g the ſuperior Advantages of fupreme and 


wenly Enjoyments; they being of ſo precious 


the Rate of renouneing for them all thoſe unman} 
Senſualities, and trifling Vanities, for which incons 


fiderate Mortals are wont to forfeit the Intereſt 
their Saviour ſo dearly purchaſed for them, 


And as I have elſewhere faid, we may attribute 
all the ſordid Vices and growing Follies, which the 
_ Generality of People indulge themſelves in, to In- 
conſideration, © as we don't enough examine and 
compare the fading Enjoyments of this Life, with 
the permanent Bleflings of an happy Eternity; If 
we did, we ſhould foon diſcover the great Dif- 


roportion, and willingly part with all finful 
4 tranſitory Pleaſures. +, * 15 ER) DODGE QI 3 3 


And when I have been teflefting that Vice and 


in Great- Britain, where I have fo lately, and f 
frequently, lamented this epidemical Diſorder 
among People, who nevertheleſs aſſume the Title 


of Chriſtiavs, and Diſeiples of Chriſt, without 
rememb' ring, that all who take that facred Name 
upon them, muſt depart from all Iniquity. (Chriſt 


came to redeem us from all Sin, and to purify tb 
himſelf 2 peculiar Pepple, zealous of good Works :) 


1 fay, when T have obſerved that Vice, Softneſs, 
'Effeminacy and Luxuty of moſt Kinds, has every 
- where ſown its noxious Seeds, which ffouriſh 1 We 
moſt Climes or Conntries, my Soul ſhrinks at the 
[ Thought of the Poſſibility, not to ſay Probability 


and Danger (without timely Repentance and 
en 1 | Amendment 


ſeparate us (Chriſtians) from the Love of God. And 
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baving a Sight offered me, to {ee the Things 


| F 92 8 7 u Enborcs ation to 10 e 1 habits 


Amendment of Life) of carclels, Wee and 
voluptuous Sinners, being precipitated from a Life 

of Eaſe, Security and Diverſion, to a State of end- 
leſs Woe and Miſery ! From the Converſation. of 
wanton and gay Companions, to aſſociate with. 
wicked and unhappy Spirits; whoſe melancholy Be- 
moanings, and bitter Cries and Complaints, will be 

far different from the melodious Strains of Muſick 

the Ears of the Voluptuous have been aceuſtomd 


to: Therefore it greatly behoves Sinners to make 


a ſuitable Preparation for the trying Time of Death, 
leſt it ſurprize them at unawares; and the unhap- 
py and dreadful Seaſon, approach, wherein it will 
be ſaid to him that is filthy, Be falthy Hill. Thus 
will Fearfulneſs ſeize the Hypocrite, and Sinners 
will be aſham'd of the Idols. they once delighted 
in, and then will they caſt the whole Train of 
them to the Moles and to the Batts. | 
But after all that can be faid againſt Pride. or 
Vive. of what Nature ſoever, the ſtrong Man 
arm d will keep Poſſeſſion of your Hearts, till you 
ſuffer a ſtronger than he to enter, and turn him out, 
and ſpoil his Goods. Thoſe Sins whichido-let or 
hinder your coming to God; will let, till you per- 
mit them to be removed. Every wild Olive-tree of 
Vice and Folly will grow and flouriſh, till you find 
it your Intereſt, and a Neceſſity of being ingrafted 
into the true Vine and Nature of Chriſt, and 
ſuffer him to lay the Ax of his Power to the Rodt 
of the old and corrupt Tree, and then will every 
Branch of Pride and Wickednefs fall of Courſe. 
Therefore, as One who has obtain'd Mercy, in 
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recommend to you to conſider of theſe Things. 
It was the great Loſs and Diſadvantage, as well | 
azlã⁊̃as Folly of the Children of 7/7 ael, that they neg- | 
| Ilccted the great Law of Conſideration, which o- 
WE caſioned the Almighty thus to lament ; O that my 
| People were wiſe, that they underſtood this, tha 
they would confider their latter End] But, further, | 
as I have above occaſionally mentioned Muſick, þ 
which before I had only conſider d promiſcuouſly, 
as an Attendant at Balls, Sc. I ſhall now obſerve, _ 
that it was a Science I formerly greatly delighted 
in, and ſpent much Time, - both inthe Theory, as 
well as in the practical Part: But when Religion 
began to take Place in my Heart, I found Muſicx 
ſtood in my Way, and I conſider'd it only as an | | 
_ Amuſement, which detain'd me from more ſolid R 
and uſeful Thoughts and Reflections: In ſhort, 
it became ſo buthenſome to me, that I could not. 
perform any of my airy Leſſons, which had been 
1 uſual, as well as pleaſing to me : And on further 
5 Conſideration it appears to me to be a merely ſen- 
r ſiumal, and not an intellectual Pleaſure (as ſome 
1 would fondly aſſert) therefore I quitted the Study, 
f as well as Practice of it, for what I now efteem'd | 
4 a more uſeful, profitable and rational Science, viz; 
d The Study and Knowledge of my own Heart, 
d which I have found worth all I knew of the other 
t ſeven. But further, on peruſing the ſacred Writ- 
y ings, I do not remember to have read of one Chri- 
4 | 
n 
38 
d 
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ſtian Muſician in all the New-Teſtament : And in 

reading the Old, it appears that the Prophet Amos, 
deſcribing the Wantonneſs of the Children of 
Jjrael, and enumerating the many Inſtances of their 
Luxury, he mentions Muſick as a Mark of 1 
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enjoy Eaſe and Plenty. 


_ fays on the Subject of Muſick. © As for Muſick, 

it is well known, that the Ancients believed no- 
<« thing more pernicious to a well regulated State, 
ct than to ſuffer an effeminate Melody to be intro- 


der the ſpecious Title of Harmleſs Pleaſures, 
N 8 | Poole, 


An Exhortation to the Inhabitants 
and Wantonneſs; They chant, ſays he, to the Sound 


of the Viol, and invent to themſelves Infiruments of 


Mufick lite David; but they are not grieved far the 


Afiifion of. Joleph. And the Prophet Jaiab de- 


nounces a Woe againſt them ; adding, the Harp, 


and the Viol, the Tabret, and Pipe, aud ine, are 
in their Feaſis; but they regard not the M of the 
Tord, neither do they confider the Operation of hit 

Hands ; not being moved with the Calamities of 


the ſuffering Part of Mankind, fo long as they can 


And now hear what the Biſhop of Cambray 


c duced into it: It enervates Men; and renders 
<« their Souls ſoft and voluptuous: Languiſhing 


« Strains are only pleaſant, becauſe the Soul gives 


« itſelf up to the Charms of the Senſes ; and this, 


& adds he, was one of their moſt important Poli- 
« cies.” Plato, in the liłe Manner, ſeverely rejects 


« all the ſoft Airs of the 4/iatick Muſick; and 
tc with much greater Reaſon Chriſtians, who 
© never ought co ſeek Pleaſure for Pleaſure's Sake, 


bought ſurely to have an Averſion for thoſe 


« poiſon'd Allurement s. 

Diverſions and Recreations, which, by moſt Peo- 
ple, are conſider'd as innocent Amuſements ; as 
they ſeem to be moſt hurtful and dangerous. 
Many Inconveniencies, as well asunlawful Things, 
creep into the Hearts and Conduct of People, un- 


* 


T have been the larger in my Obſervations on 
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. of SouTH-CaRoLINA, Go. 
Poole, in his Annotations on the Bible, tells us, 


when diſcourſing on the Lawfulneſs of earthly 


Enjoyments, Tis to be fear d more Souls miſs of 
Heaven and Happineſs, by indulging and al- 


e Towing themſelves in Things deemed lawful, 


t than by committing groſs and enormous Eyils ; 
te theſe, many ſhrink at with Horror; but thoſe 
ce Things conſider d lawful, will ſometimes be- 
ec come circumſtantially unlawful, and Pleaſures - 
ti tert d innocent, are uſed and embraced with- 
e out Fear or Caution; and, with all their Train 
* of miſchievous Conſequences.” 

For this Reaſon J have alſo dwelt the longer 
on Pride and Apparel; yet I am not inſenſible 
that it appears in many other Forms beſides that, 


or what 1 am going to mention, vi. 


That all true Chriſtians can e it as an Evil, 


| when i it diſcovers itſelf in Houſes, Equipages, Fur- 


niture, or our Tables. As one who is endued 


With the Chriſtian Virtue of Humility, diſcovers 


it in every Action, or Thing, that he has the or- 


dering and conducting of: Always keeping in 
Memory the Aſſertion of the Apoſtle Paul, He 


| that ſtrives for the Maſtery, or runs ſo as to obtain, 


is temperate in all Things. And as he is temperate 


in the Uſe and Enjoyment of the Things of this 


Life, ſo is a trae Chriſtian moderate in his Deſires 
and Purſuits after worldly Riches and Profits; he 
makes not Haſte to be rich ; his greateſt Concern 
and principal Care, agreeable to our Lord's Direc- 
tion and Advice, is, Fir/t to ſeek the Kingdom of 


God and his Righteouſhels ; to lay up a good Foun- 


dation againſt the Time to come ;'a permanent In- 
e which fadeth nag away: And as Hea- 


ven 


Wes Sed, ek rare 
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ven is the End of his Hope and Deſires, he ＋ 
| _ careful to lay up Treaſure there; uſing the periſh-. | 
ing Enjoyments of the Things of this Life, with 
[ as little Concern, and as much Indifference, as if _ 
be uſed them not, for this great and good Reaſon, 
Bo Becauſe the Faſhion of them paſſeth away | On the 
''  - contrary, how do we obſerve the ſordid Worldling, 
purſuing with Eagerneſs, Sollicitude and Warmth, 
{| the periſhing Riches of this Life? And, in direct 
| | Oppoſition to our Lord's Precept, they ſeek firſt, F” 
1 and principally, the Things of this World, which he 4 
* exhorts us not to be greatly anxious or thoughtful 

EE about; but to ſuch as ſeek firſt his Kingdom, and 
BE. the Righteouſneſs thereof, he aſſures us, a/l tbe/e 

3 | 2 (chat are needful for our Support ) Joall be 

SE | add 
| N US SY when we come to reaſon with Pee: 
. ple of this Character, who are ſo ready to confeſs, 
| and aſſent to the following Truths 2 © That as 
= <« we are in this uncertain and paſſing Situation, 
1 de *tis great Folly and Stupidity to be over anxious 
if % and immoderate in our Purſuits after Wealth, 
or to be ſo very careful as ſome are, in making i 
1 ec large Proviſion for theſe mortal Bodies ; 3 laying 
up Goods for many Years ; whereas we have 
| * no continuing City here; that tis appointed to 
Wo * all Men once to die, and we know not how ſoon 
'F ewe ſhall be ſummon' d to judgment, to render an 
nl | * Account of the Deeds done in thoſe trail Bodies.” 
3 Fet what has been Matter of Aſtoniſhment to me, | 
ih zs, that this very Body, which People profeſs in 
"= Words to make fo little Account of, when they re- | 
1 flect on the Shortneſs of its Continuauce here in this | 
4 | Life, engroſſes the whole Care. What we ſhall eat, c 
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tohat ue ſball drink, and wherewith (hall we be 


* chathed? Appears to be the chief Concern of the 
| _ Generality of Mankind. Not that I think the 


Body ſhould be excluded from a neceſſary and pro- 
per Proportion of our Care and Diligence; as it 


would be abſurd and irrational to ſuppoſe our 


Bodies can ſubſiſt without ſuitable Care and Pro- 


viſion: On the contrary, it is every Man's indiſ- 


penſible Duty to provide a Subſiſtance for himſelf 


and his Houſhold; ſuch who do not, are con- 
ſider'd by the Apoſtle worſe than Infidels; having; 


by this Neglect, denied their Faith in Chriſt: But 


then let it be a rational, moderate and Chriſtian 
Care; let the Things appertaining to this Life 
have their juſt and proper Place in our Aﬀections!z 


and not rebelliouſly and unnaturally uſurp an Au- 
thority,, Almighty Wiſdom thought fit to inveſt 


his Creature Man with, at the Time when he 


ene hint with the Creation, and put it under 
is Subjection, ſaying, Have thou Dominion over 
every living Thing, &c. and ſubdue the Earth. Here 
was all ſublunary and earthly Objects placed under 
our Feet; that the Creatures were, by the Wiſ⸗ 
dom and Order of God, placed in Subordination 


and Subjection to us, to be our Servants, not our 


Lords, (that our Reaſon ſhould rule them, not 
they govern our Reaſon) which they immediately 
become, when we make an unlawful and impro- 
per Uſe of them; and which we certainly do, 
when we employ them to fulb6l the ſinful Luſts 


and Vanities of the Fleſh. "hx, 8 


And further, is it not Matter of Wonder and 


Amazement, Compaſſion and Lamentation, to 
obſerve ſo little Proviſion made fer, or Concern _ 


9 ; employ'd 
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 employ'd about the immortal Soul, which muſt ab- 
ſolutely and certainly have an eternal Exiſtence, ei- 
ther in Bliſs or Miſery? And tho many who pretend 
to Religion and Virtue, acknowledge that our Fe- 
licity conſiſts in rightly knowin truly loving, and 
reverently ſerving the Supreme Being And that 
Obedience, Submiſſion and Reſignation to his di- 
vine Will and holy Commands, is the higheſt 
Point of Wiſdom, and indiſpenſable Duty of all 
rational Minds; yet how ſmall the Proportion of 
thoſe who act agreeable to this Confeſſion, to thoſe, 
by far the greater Number, who inconſiderately 
and blindly follow the dark Imaginations of their 
own Will and Affections? This Conſideration is in- 
deed Subject of Mourning to thoſe whoſe Eyes and 
Underſtandings the Almighty has mercitully open- 
ed by the Hand of his divine Power, and aſſiſted by 
the Light of his Grace, to ſee their own Miſtakes; 
and has graciouſly afforded his holy Aid and In- 
ſtruction, by which they were enabled to rectify 
them. Theſe, ſeeing the manifpld Dangers all 
who are in a State of Sin and Forgetfulneſs of 
God are obnoxious to, are concerned to diſcover 
and point out the dangerous Rocks ſach muſt in- 
evitably fall on, if they continue to purſue the 
perilous Courſe of Sin and Folly ; and to mark out, 
as faras they are enabled, the Way and Means by 
which they may eſcape the Pollution of, and Puniſh- 
ment due to Sin; and obtain Acceptance with the 
Almighty, viz. NRepenrance towards God, Faith in 
Jeſus Chrift, and, by the Aſſiſtance of his holy 
Spirit, à conſtant and conſiſtent Walking in the Paths 
of Virtue and Holineſs: For we are not ſo ignorant 
as not to know, chat his Will concerning us, is our 
Sanctifcation: 
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ancient! And that we may not be led aſtray, 
nor be deceived by the grand Adverſary of our 
Soul's Happineſs, our merciful and benign Creator, 
knowing our Weakneſs and Inability to perform 
any good Action, or to reſiſt the leaſt Temptation, 


by any Strength or Power of our own, without 


the Inſtruction, Aid and Aſſiſtance of his Almigh- 


ty Arm, has provided us a Leader and Con- 
_ductor, who is mighty to ſave, and able to de- 
liver to the Uttermoſt, 


all who come to him 
with full Faith in his Power. We muſt, as the 
blind Man did (who came to Chriſt to have his 
Eyes open'd) believe that he is able to do the 
fame great Work for us in a ſpiritual Senſe, which 


he perform'd for him in a natural; and alſo ſay, 


with the Leper, Lord, if thou wilt, thou canſt make 


me clean; and as Chriſt's Office was alſo to open 


the Priſon Doors, and to let the Captives go free; 


All you who may be in cruel Bondage, held in 
Captivity by Sin and Satan, as it were, by Chains 
of groſs Darkneſs, if you are but willing to be 


releaſed from the Slavery, apply to Chriſt, who 
is able to bind the ſtrong Man armed, to ſpoil his 


Goods, and to expel him out of your Hearts. Are 
you willing to be free? Chriſt our Lord proclaims 


a Year of Fubilee, wherein he is ready and willing 


to ſet you free on eaſy. Terms, viz. Love and Obedi- 
ence to his Will, whoſe Service is perfect Freedom; 
for if Chriſt make you free, then ſhall you be free 
indeed; when the Law of the Spirit of Life in Chriſt 


Feſus hath made you free from the Law of Sin and 


Death, and e you into the glorious Liberty of 


the Sons of God; glorious Privilege indeed! Be- 


hold the {tupendous Love of the Father, and the 
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Dignity he beſtows upon 7hoje that are led by his 
Spirit, that they ſhall be called the Sons of | God! 
and if Sons, then Heirs, Joint Heirs with Chriſt, 
Rom. viii. 14, 17. of the Kingdom he hath pro- 


miſed to them that love and obey him. And per- 


mit me to aſſure ycu, from my own happy Expe- 
tience; (which I would always mention with 
Humility and Reverence, never, I hope, forgetting, 


that what I am, I am by the Grace God) That 


: whoſoever looketh into this perfect Law of Liberty 


' -andcontinueth therein, this Man ſhall be bleſſed in 


bis Deed, If. i 25. For the _ of Obedience 
to the royal Law of God, is Quietneſs and Af- 


ſurance for ever ; which 2 afford us a well 


grounded Hope of Acceptance with the:Almighty, 
agreeable to the Apoſtle ; Beloved, if our Hearts 


condemn us not, then have we Confidence towards 


_ 1 John iii. 21. And the Reaſon he aſſighs 


Becauſe we keep hs Commandments, and this 


1s i. his Commandment, That ave ſhould believe on the 
Name or Power of þis Son Chriſt Jeſus, ver 23. 
And you know that he was manifeſted to take away 


our Sins. But if any one aſk, How ſhall I apply 


150 Cbriſt, or where ſhall I go to meet with him ; ; finre 
ſome ſay, Lo, here is Chriſt ; and others, Lo he 1 is 


there? 


Hear now where the Apoſtle * directs all 
ſuch Enquirers ; Say not in thine Heart, who ſhall 


aſcend into Heaven? that is, to bring Chriſt down 
from above: Or who ſhall deſcend into the Deep 2 
that is, to bring Chriſt again from the Dead (for the 
| Righteoujneſs, which is of Faith, fpeaketh on this 


wiſe) The N. ord i 15 0 thee, even in thy Mouth, and 
in 


in thine Beate, that i 175 thei Word of Faith which we 
preach, Rom. x. 6, 7, 8. | 
And this is the Law and new Covenant the Pro- 
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phet Feremiab foretold God would make with his 


People, which in theſe latter Days, or Gopel Diſ- 


penſation, our great Legiſlator puts into the Hearts 


of Mankind, and writes in the moſt ſecret Receſles 


of our Conſciences ; inſtructing us more immedt- 
ately in our Duty, and ſaying to the Unrighteous 
and Diſobedient, This is the Way, not that which 


thou art walking i in, of Sin and Folly ; but hig 10 
the Way, the Way of Righteouſneſs, Holineſs, and Obe- 
dience to all God's Commands; for the Commandment 


is a Lamp, and the Law is Light ; and the Reproofs h 
of Infruttion is the Way to Life, Prov. vi. 2X3; 

In this Way and Light the Righteous are care- 
ful to walk ; the Law of his God being in his Heart 


(it ſtrictly adhered ma none of hrs Steps ſhall ſlide, 


Pſalm xxxvii. 31. 


To the Truth and Extention of this Light, or 


Glace of Chriſt's Holy Spirit, in our Hearts, zhis | 


more jure Word of Prophecy, the Apoſtle Paul 
bears ample Teſtimony, as I have elſewhere noted, 
in theſe Words; The Grace of God that brings 821 


vation, hath appeared to all Men, teaching us, that 


denying Ungodlineſs, and the World's Lufts, we "ſhould 


live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in ts prejent 


World. Titus 112 11, 12. 
With this Teſtimony of the Light the Liturgy 


of the Church of England concurs, © * God, who 
Hat this Time didſt teach the Hearts of thy 
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hings may - pleaſe 
him that we do at preſent, and that the reſt of 
* our, Lives may be pure and holy. || Foraſmuch, 

| O God, as without thee we are not able to 
© pleaſe thee, grant that thy holy Spirit may, in 
« all Things, rule our Hearts; and becauſe of 
« the Weakneſs of our mortal Nature, we can do 


e no good Thing without thee, grant us the Help 
© of thy Grace, that, in keeping thy Command- 
* ments, we may pleaſe thee, both, in Will and 


e in Deed.” 
Therefore as the * Diſcourſes and Prayers of others 


abound with Teſtimonies to the Neceſſity of Chri- 


ſtians being led and guided, and influenced by the 


425 Spirit or Grace of God; which we — ach ex- 


preſs by the Scripture and ſignificant Metaphor, of 


Light; why ſhould this Doctrine, or theſe Terms, 


be che and ridiculed as Abſurdities in our 
Words or Writings ; fince we underſtand and uſe 


them in the ſame Senſe and Acceptation, and pray 
for the Illumination and Aid of the holy Spirit, 


for the ſame good Purpoſe, viz. To give us a right 
"22, mnt in all Things. And we know that the 


of God is come, and hath given us an Under- 
— 
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. faithful People, by ſending to them the Light of 
thy holy Spirit: grant us, by the fame Spirit, to 
* have a right Judgment in all Things; ; and 
* evermore rejoice in his holy Comfort.” And 
in the Litany; © + May it pleaſe thee to endue 

*aus with the Grace of thy holy Spirit: Let us 

© beſeech God to grant us tru Repentance, and 
„ his holy Spirit, "hat thoſe T 


of Sovrn-Canor ! NA, Cc. 


ſtanding. © We know that he is come by the- 
« Gift — bis holy Spirit ſent into our Hearts ; 


«which ſhews us all that we do, or ever have 


2 „nn is he of a Truth, whom the Pro- 


phets and primitive Chriſtians bore Teſtimony 


« — by his Heart-ſearching Power, we know 
« him; nor can we miſtake him for another: 


« And as he thus knows the Secrets of all Hearts, 


<« and will judge them with righteous Judgment, in 
ec the Day God has appointed for it; the only Way 


c for us to be happy here, as well as hereafter, is 


e to obey the Dictates of this moſt holy Gift; 
and refrain from every Thing it reproves for; 
«© and we, as well as thoſe in the Apoſtle's Time, 


—— ſhall feel the Peace of God to fill our Hearts 


and Minds, This holy Gift therefore is the 


Power of Godlineſs, which the Apoſtle forefaw 
«© ſome would deny, tho' they retain'd the Form 


« of it: To deny therefore this Influence, is 
e to deny one of the eſſential Benefits of Chriſt's 
«© Death and Mediation; for he leading Captivity 
« Captive, that is, the Power of Hell, Death and 
<« the Grave, aſcended up on high, and mediated 


and obtained theſe divine Gifts for Men; and as 

c the Grave could not hold Captive the Body of 
< this holy One, fo neither can the Heaven of 

Heavens contain or limit his ſpiritual Influence; 

« by which his Miniſters and Servants receive 


K. — Knowledge and Wiſdom. Men may, 
with as good a Grace, go about to deny the In- 


_ & fluence of the Sun by its Light and Heat, as that 


«© of God upon Man. But poor, proud, finite 
Man, becauſe he cannot comprehend the Mode 


.. and Manner of it, . as preſumptuquſſy as 
Os HOO 0 
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M injuriouſly (to himſelf) deny 1. Wheteas he 
& can't ſo much as underſtand or desen the 
“ Manner of the natural Sun's emitting its Ray 


N T5 Oy 


« of Light and Heat, tho he daily ſees and fools 
ce the N. eceſſity and Benefit of them: How much 


* more ſtupendouſly ſublime and incomprehen- 


*« ſible is the Diffuſion of the holy Spirit! Tis 


* ſufficient for us finite Creatures, to feel the 
** Effects of it, as we do of the Sun, without com- 
* prehending the Manner of its Emanation. As 
« the Powerful Operation and Motions of God's 


© Spirit, quickening the Heart towards God, are 


compared to the blowing of the Wind; for as 
< it is by the Wind, Man perceives the Effect of . 


ce it, that there is ſuch a Thing, and that it does 


* blow ; yet his Power cannot reſtrain it ; neither 


© can his Reaſon reach to know, whine it riſes, 
* or how far it comes, or how far it reaches. 
However, it is fit to be obſerved, that God 


s does not act by a coercive or compulſive Power; 


but as he has given Men ſpiritual Gifts, fo he 


has given them ſpiritual Faculties to uſe them, 
“ ag well as natural Ones: But if Men will not 


© hear, the Conſequence as naturally follows, as 


in any other Caſe, God remaining invariably the 
« lame, and without the leaſt Shadow oo turn- 


de ing,” 


- I ſhall now produce aricther' Teſtimony. to the 


| Truth of the Operation of God's Spirit in Man, 
which the Archbiſhop of Cambray gives us in the | 


following Words; © By Scripture tis certain that 


the Spirit of God dwells in us; that it acts there, 
4 that it prays there continually, that it groans 


81 TONE deſires there; _ it 8 3 for us, what. 


© we 


Mi : R N F 
N * 1 — * 
— Sa 5 ed. 
N 
. n 
6 ; 
F + e- - * 
. 


* ö 8 PER. ns 9 99 renn £5 
8 * 855 * 5 N 4 9 e = I : 
> , 2 . \ 
* » - * * 
wa % *" 
- . 9 V 
? £ 8 \ 49. N * 
F G * $ 
£ * 1 4 
1 * A 4 ww 
© 45 wal A „ 
& 3 : . * — VW = 
9 
* 
4 


© we 1 not how to aſk for ourſelves; that it 


Manor ix a, G 


di 


, excites us, animates us, ſpeaks to us in Silence, 
ce ſuggeſts all Truths to us, and unites us to itſelf, - 


e that we become one Spirit with God: This is 
« what Scripture teacheth; this is what the Doc- 
<« tors who are fartheſt off to inward Life, cannot 
«but acknowledge: And yet, notwithſtanding 
<. their Principles, we always ſee by their Prac- 
t tice that they ſuppoſe the outward written Law, 


. or, at moſt, a Light drawn from Scripture and 


« Reaſon, to be what enlightens us inwardly 3 


cc and that it is not our Reaſon afterwards which 


« acts of itſelf by that Inſtruction. Theſe Men 
cc ſet not enough by the inward Teacher, the holy 
“ Spirit, who does all in us; he is the Soul of our 
« Souls; we cannot frame a Thought, or create 
« a Deſire, but through him. Alas ! how great 


6e jg our ee We make account as if we 


« were by ourſelves in this inward Sanctuary; but, 


« on the contrary, God! is there more nearly than 
« we ourſelves are. Perhaps you will ſay to me, 


« What then, are we all inſpired ? Yes, without 


« Doubt; but not as the Prophets and Apoſtles 


e were. Without the actual Inſpiiation of the 
« Spirit of Grace, we can neither believe, will, 


© nor do any Good. We are therefore always! in- 


«.ſpired ; but we ſtifle this Inſpiration continually. 


« God ceaſes not to ſpeak; but the Noiſe and 


« Hurry of Things without, and our Paſſions 
« within, deafen us and hinder us from; hearing 
« him. We muſt filence every Creature, and our- 


, ſelves too, to hear in profound Stillneſs of Soul, 
the inexpreſſible Voice of Chriſt, the Bride- 
0 aa of aur r Souls. * muſt liſten diligently 3 
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7 ſill and ſoft Voice, hinkt 5 
4 to be heard, but by ſuch as hearken to nothing 
«elſe, O , is the Soul ſilent to let God 
ſpeak ! The leaſt Whiſper of our vain Deſires, 
or Self-love, attentive on Self, confounds all the 


cc for tis a 


<< 
cc 


2 Words of the Spirit of God. We hear plainly 


cc 


* what he ſpeaks, and that he aſks for ſomething ; 
but we don't perceive what it is; and very often 
we are contented not to underſtand it. The leaſt 
Reſerve, the leaſt Regard for Self, the leaſt Fear 


of underſtanding too plainly, that God aſks for 


more than we care to give him, diſturbs this in- 


ward Voice. Shall we wonder then that ſo ma- 
ny, and even pious Perſons, but full of amuſing 


Thoughts, vain Deſires, worldly Wiſdom, and 


Confidence in their own Virtues, can't hear 


it; but take this inward Voice to be a Chimera 
| of Fanaticks! Alas, what do they mean by fuch 


ſeornful Language? To what Purpoſe would 


the outward Expreſſions of Teachers be, and 
even of the Scriptures themſelves, if it were not 
- for the inward Voice of the holy Spirit; which 


gives the other all its Eficacy. The outward 


Words of the Goſpel itſelf, without this living, 
efficacious Word within, would be but an empty 


Sound. Tis the Letter that killeth, but the 
Spirit giveth Life. O eternal and All. powerful 


Word of the Father ! tis thou who ſpeakeſt in 
the very Bottom of our Souls, The Words that 


proceeded out of the Mouth of our Saviour, 
when upon Earth, had not been productive of 


ſo much Virtue and ſo great Fruits, but becauſe 


they were animated by 2 Word of Life, 
R is the Word himſelf. | 


5 « This | 


. «£ 


c 


cc. 
10 
and Scripture; 
teaches, that 
tis the | 
and to do what is good; as tis our Soul that 
animates our Body, and regulates its Motions: 
* *Tis certain therefore that we are all infpir'd. 


cc 
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This made Peter ſay, Lord to whom ſhall us go 
Thou baſt the Words of eternal Life] Therefore 
it is not the exterior Law or Rule of the Goſpel, 
which God lets us ſee by the Light of Reafon 
'tis his Spirit thes ſpeaks, that. 


operates in, and animates us; ſo 
Spirit that worketh in us, both to will 


continually ; ; that we live not the Life of Grace, 


107 


but in Proportion as we partake of this inward 


Inſpiration. Theſe Poſitions and Principles _ 
laid, it muſt be acknowledged, that God ſpea 


continually in us: He ſpeaks in harden'd 
and impenitent Sinners; but they being ſtunn'd, 
as it were, by the Noiſe of World, and their 
Paſſions, cannot hear his Voice; tis to them 4 


Tale or Fiction: He ſpeaks in penitent Sinners, 
they 
Remorſe is the Voice of God, which 


and that 
reproaches 
them inwardly for their Sins; When' theſe Sin- 
ners are effectually reached and ſmitten, they 
find no Ditticulty in underſtanding this ſecret 
Voice; for tis that which ſmites them ſo ſharply; 
tis in them the Two-edged Sword St. Paul ſpeaks 
« of which divides aſunder Soul and Spirit. 


feel a Remorſe of Conſcience, 


They hear this ſoft Voice, which gently ſmites 
them in the very ſecret of their Hearts, and the 
Heart is tendered and broken; and that is true 
Contrition: God ſpeaks in enlightened and 
learned Perſons, whoſe Lives are to Appearance, 
exact and regular; but ce theſe Perſons 
5 cc being 


God 
makes himſelf to be felt, taſted, and obeyed : 

40 
9 


x" 
* PER. 
WWW yo ' 
e . —— . an : 


1 i. + 4 
7 . 4 F. | 2 B q 
7 LD COT STII, ROT 


= "An i te to the e * . | 


E being full of themſelves, hearken too much to 
6 ons, to hear God; they reaſon upon 
e every Thing, and do all by Rules and Princi- 

et ples of human Wiſdom and Prudence; which 
« would be much better done thro” Simplicity, 
e and a Docility to the Teaching of God's Spirit. 
e Such as theſe. appear to have more Goodneſs 
« than others; and they have in a good Degree; 5 
te but then it is a mixed Goodneſs; they are great 
„ and big in themſelves, and value themſelves in "3 
e Proportion to their Capacity and Reaſon ; they 
are always ſway'd by their own Counſel, and 
« ſtrong in their own Eyes and Opinion. O my 
«God, I thank thee with Jeſus Chriſt, that thou 
. hideſt theſe Secrets from the Wiſe and Prudent 
te in their own. Eyes, but revealeſt them with 
« Pleaſure to weak and humble Souls! Tis only pe 
“ Children thou art familiar with; Children in 
4 Malice, and every other Vice; but behaveſt to- 
« wards others in their own Way : : They will 
| 00 have Knowledge, and other ſplendid Virtues; 
thou giveſt them ſhining Parts, and makeſt 
© them a ſort of Heroes; but this is not the beſt 
te Portion; there is ſomething more hidden for 
thy dear Children; they lean, as Fohn the be- 
te 2 Diſciple did, upon thy Boſom.” 
Tf theſe Arguments, drawn from a ſenſible Ex: 
perience and Feeling of God's Operation in the 
Soul, convince not the Reader; if he be not one 
of thoſe who think to have eternal Life by the 


Scriptures, yet will not come to Chriſt, that they p 
may have Life; he would do well to examine and Gi 
fee, if he is not in the State the Author himſelf P. 


ence was in; ſecking for God ilk, and never 
| think yo 
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3 think to find him within. —< 1 tried, fays he, 
by collecting in my Mind all the wonderful 
Works of Nature, to frame an Idea of thy 
« Grandeur ; I ſought thee among thy Creatures,” 
«and did not think of finding thee in my own 
* Heart where thou art never abſent. ' Conſider 
te theſe Things, my Soul, and ſhut the Doors of 
e thy ſenſual Deſires, that thou mayſt hear what 
God the Lord ſpeaks; ; and with the Prophet 
« Samuel ſay, Speak Lord, for thy Servant 
<« heareth; Let not Moſes, nor any of the- Pro- 
“ phets, ſpeak; but do thou rather fpeak, Q 
2 1 the Inſpirer and Enlightener of all 
<« the Prophets l for: thou alone, without them; 
“ canſt perfectly inſtruct me; but tliey without 
© thee can profit nothing. They ſonnd forth 
Words, but cannot give Spirit; they ſpeak well, 
<« but if thou be filent, they inflame- not the 
« Heart; they teach the Letter, butthou openeſt 
1 Senſe; they bring forth Myſteries, but thou 
« unlockeſt the Meaning of them; they declare 
« thy Commandments, thou helpeſt us to fulfil. 
them; they ſhew the Way, thou giveſt Strength 
2 walk in it; they act outwardly upon us, but 
* thou enlightens and inſtructs the Heart; they. 
« water, but thou giveſt the Increaſe; they ſtrike 
« the Ear with Words, thou giveſt mne 
ee he Heart 
Thus, my dear F cliow-enontali 1 aid hope 
by this Time you are all ſenſible that you have 
Portion of Grace or Light, which has manifeſted 
Sin and Folly to you ſometimes in the Cool of the 
Day, when you have been a little ſequeſter'd from 
your Diverſions ; liſten then, I beſeech you, to its 
Voice, 
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Voice; it will ſpeak, as I ſaid before, as never 
Man did; it will tell you all you have done, and 
continue to teprove when you do amiſs. This is 
the Voice of that Prophet, which Moyes told. the WF 
Children of Iſael would be raiſed up amongſt i 
them: A . Prophet ſhall the Lord your God raiſe © 
up unto you,' of your Brethren, Tike unto me, him 
Hall you hear in all Things. And whoſoever woill nor 
bear "his Prophet, he Nall be car of ara en 
the People, Ac iii. a. | 
Hearken, I beſeech you, to ki voices receive 
bim 1 in his ſpiritual Appearance; kiſs the Son 
— he offers his Grace, leſt he be angry, and 
cut you- off in the great Sin. of Unbeliefy in his 
Power to cleanſe you from all Unrighteouſneſs. 
+ I don't purpoſe to particularize or conſider fit ly 
i every Sin the corrupt Nature of Man is liable to 
yet as there have ſeveral Iniquities occurred to me 
which I have noticed; fo I ſhall,” as it now pre- 
_ ſents to my Underſtanding, make a. brief. Obſer- 
vation on that black and cruel One of Detraction, 
tally as I have often obſerved how, many fall 
into this Miſchief inconfiderately, without think- 
ing it of ſo cruel and evil a Nature as it really is; 
this noxious Weed being the Product of moſt 
Countries, I can't forbear putting you in Remem- 
brance how many able Pens have been employed, 
to eradicate it, by Reaſons and Arguments, ſuf - 
ferent abundantly to convince us of its hurtful Na- 


/ ROY TON / // VE Be a 


ture, and give us a juſt Abhorrence of it; as an 1 #4 
Injury done to our Neighbour ſeldom fails to re- t 
coil upon our ſelves at one Time or other; for he 20 


that diggeth a Pit ſhall fall into it, and he that t! 
rolleth a Stone, it ſhall return upon him. And as I a 
| have = 


many don't 


ends the Law and the Prophets. 
us this Injunction, which is Riled the golden Rule, 


as > agg ern aer Ge. 
expoſed to the 


h ve noted, this Vice has been 


World long ago, in its hideous Forms, and cruel 
Conſequences, I don't here preſume to think my- 


ſelf capable of painting it in ee and diſ- 


| e Shapes than others have done. 
What I would remark is, That it is to be feared 
the Scriptures; and 
bother Books, on the Subject of Moral, as well as 


peruſe carefully 


AD 


Chriſtian Virtues ; or at leaſt do not ſufficiently 


reflect on this Prerept of Chriſt's, Thou ſhalt love 
thy Neighbour as thyſelf;:One would think it might 


_ conſider them; for did we but rightly and inſtly 


be ſufficient to prevent the Mouth of Envy, Ma- 


lice; - Infamy 


wou'd . it. fence all Uncharitableneſs ! . 


| and Detraction, from ever being 
open d; and were there but Room for this Reflec- 
tion in any Interval of ſuch Converſation, how 

Chtiſt 


mentions our Love to God in the firſt Place, and 


in the ſuper 


lative Degree ; and in the next, Love 
(or Charity) to our Neighbour, as tbe tuo (moſt 


material) Commandments (or Points) on which . 


And he has left 


and ought to be an inviolable One, bal ſoeven ye 


would that Men ſhould do unto you, 


do you even the 
ame to them. And on another Occaſion adds he, 
A new. Commandment 1 * unto guy that ye ow 
one another. 
And the Apoſtle Paul „ to the W. 


mans the accompliſhing this Commandment in 


theſe Words, Owe no Man any Thing 


* 


. but ta, love 
one another ; Love worketh no Ul to 115 Neighbout; 
therefore Love is the fulfilling of the "Wes 


| And 
after enumerating the Laws of the ſecond Table, 


he 
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ts ſubjoins If there Be any other Commiznthment; . 
/is-briefly comprehended in this, Thou ſhalt love thy 
Neighbour as thyſelf. | But if ye bite and devour one 
"another, take heed. that De be' nor Saler one 3 
another. dt, Hes Kiga 
The Apoſtle James. tells the: Believers, It" t wo 
Falk he royal Law according to the Scripture, 
"Thou t — wy nar as Hel, Fs ye: do 
well. 79 14 2 8. . 16 Te t 8 70 
And the Apoſtle a giving the Norra pre 
Galatians a Catalogue of the Fruits or Sins of the 


, MA hiſpering, Malice, Emulation, &c. And he 
exhorts the Epbeſſans to put away all Bitterneſs, 
Wrath, Clamour and Evil-jpeaking, with all Ma- 
dice; and be ye kina to one another, tender-hearted, 
forgiving ane another, as Tos 15 8 85 Sale bal 

IN Jour. ll Lt "g 2 

And the Apoſtle oa honing Chriſtians 
from the Breach of Charity aks after this 

Manner; ; Wherefore layi ning afide rH Ty = Malice, Guile, 

: Hypocriſy, Envy, nn all Evik-fpeaking, hy which - 

will become as new-bornBabes (innocent and 
| Pure) Aitted to receive (or deſire) the r a 4 
N the Mord, and that ye may gro hereby. 

And next let us obſerve; how that St. Poul: ex- | 
tte this Love to God, and Charity (or Love) to 
our Neighbour, above all other Gifts and Virtues: 

-Tho' I [peak with the Tongue.of Men and Angels and 

bave not Charity, I am become as ſounding Brafs, 
er à tinkling Cymbal, Tho I have the Grft of 

: Prophecy,” and underſtand all Myſteries. and 
Knowledge; tho' 1 have Faith, fo as to remove 

by ee and have not Charity, I am 9 
5 An 
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| And thet 7 feen, all. my Goods to feed, the, Poor, | 
and tho T give give my Body to be burned, and have not 


Charity (if I don't give and ſuffer from this Princi- 


ple of Love to God and my Neighbour) it pro- 
fiteth me nothing. Charity or 10 ſuffereth long, 
and is kind; Charity envieth not (the Happineſs 


of another) Charity vaunteth not. itſelf, 1 not 


puffed up, doth not behave itſelf unſeemly, ſceketh | 


not her own (Honour or Reputation) is not eaſily 
provoked, thinketh no Evil, rejoiceth not in Ini- 
quity, but rejoiceth in the Truth, or (when wy 
acc agrecable to the Goſpel of Chriſt) beareth all 


Things, believeth all Things, (allthe Good it hears, 


or can. have any charitable Grounds to think of 
others) hopeth all Things (that if our Neighbour 


is bad he may mend) endureth all Things (pati- 


ently) as all Things work together for Good to 
them that love God. This Charity never faileth ; 


but whether there be Prophecies they ſhall fail; 

whether there be Tongues they ſhall ceaſe ; whe- 

ther there be Knowledge it ſball vaniſh away. And 
now abideth Faith, Hope and Charity, but the 


greateſt of theſe are Charity, as it will cbntinue 


Enjoyment. 


And now permit me to recommend 90 588 a 


ſerious Peruſal of theſe, as well as othet Paſſages ; 
of the holy Records, which were written for our 


Learning and Inſtruction: And amongſt man] 


which I might mention, who has wrote againſt 


when Faith ſhall end in Viſion, and Hope 1 15 


the Sin of Detraction, there is one in the Collection | 


called The Lady's Library, worth peruſing, as the 


Arguments ſeem founded on Chriſtian Principles 
Fre * and the Rin obvious and con- 
| H : 0 | 
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vincing. But ſuffer me now, without Offence, to 


mention a Thought I have often had, when I have 


been reflecting on this Fault in both Sexes. As I 
endeavour to cheriſh a more charitable Opinion of 
Mankind, than to think any Perſon can delight in 
Evil ſimply as Evil; fo I would fain hope few ate 
of ſo cruel Diſpoſition, as to receive a Pleaſure in 
hearing the Errors and Miſcarriages of their Neigh- 
bours related. And if any be guily of the ſame 
Fault, or any other, our Brother may be charged 
with the Company of others in Evil, will by no 
Means extenuate our Crime, or render ſuch leſs cul- 
pable in the Sight of God, or leſs odious to good 
Men : But, on the contrary (if I may beallow'd the 
Expreſſion) the Confederacy againſt Heaven is the 


more ſtrengthened by the Number of its Enemies, 


yet tho' they join Hand in Hand, they ſhall not go 
unpuniſhed : However, I have put the Conduct 


of People of this Character on a more charitable 


and favourable Bottom; for I have conſider'd, that 


theſe Sorts of Converſations, or rather Conſpiracies, 
_ apainſt, our Neighbour's Fame, proceed from a 


Defect of that ſolid Nouriſhment the Author 
I have before cited ſeems to recommend, and I 
have ſometimes thought, that it is our Ignorance of 
other Matters, and better Subjects, which occa- 
fions our Neighbour's Conduct to be fo frequently 
the Topick of our- Converſations; but I wou'd 


not beunderſtood to call in Queſtion the Capacities 


of either Sex, and wou'd only deſire the Liberty of 


giving a Caution againſt the Miſapplication of your 


Talent or Talents. _ 
This appears to me to be the Fault, People's 


employing their Faculties ſo much, not only on 


flnnd a + emo i. 3s 
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= vain, and trifling 8ubjects, but frequently on perni- 


cious and hurtful Things, fo that they have no 
3 Room nor Leiſure to attend to more uſeful and 
important Subjects; and as I have ſaid, that tho! 
we may not be chargeable with the ſame Fault 
our Neighbour may be guilty of, yet the Apoſtle 
Paul tells us, All Mankind have finned, and fallen 
ſhort of the Favour of Gd; and therefore all who 
have not yet ſincerely repented and amended their 
Ways, have need of Repentance and Forgiveneſs, 
But if any commit an Evil, how are Chriſtians to 
act in ſuch a Circumſtance? Are we to expoſe, 
blacken and defame our Brother, or to rejoicein his 
Miſcarriage? No furely ; the Goſpel of Chriſt and 
his Miniſters teach other Things. 
Brethren, if any be overtaken with a Fault, you 
that are ſpiritual (endeavour to) reſtore bim; How ? 
In the Spirit of Meekneſs, conſidering left thou 
thyſelf be alſo tempted, let his Miſcarriage excite our 
Compaſſion towards him, and Caution towardsour- 
ſelves; and bear ye one another's.Burthens, and 
fo fulfil the Law of Chriſt, Thou ſbalt love thy 
Neighbour as thyſelf ; and whenever we call in 
ſtion our Neighbour's Conduct, let us remem- 
ber we are firſt to be ſpiritual ourſelves, walkin 
in all God's Commandments blameleſs: And 
agreeable to the Doctrines and Principles of Chriſt, _ 
let us firſt pull the Beam out of our own Eye, and 
then ſhall we ſee clearly to take the Mote from 
our Brothers. And when we are converted, then 
ſhall we be fitted to ſtrengthen our Brethren : Thus 
the royal Pſalmiſt petitions the Almighty, Create 
in me a clean Heart, O God, and renew & right 
e — Spirit 


4 
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Spirit within ne: Then will I teach 7 ranſereſors 
thy Ways, and Sinners ſhall be converted to Thee. © 

I ſhall now mention another particular Evil, not 
only as I find it greatly blam'd by others, but as it 
has often been Subject of Concern to me when I 
have obſerv'd this unnatural Conduct, which relates 
only to the Female Part of the World, ſo juſtly. 
chargeable on them: But which I would charita- 
bly hope they have not yet many of them ſeen, 

or at leaſt reflected on the great Miſchief it pro- 


duces, both to themſelves, and their Offspring. 
The Fault I mean, is Neglect of Duty, and na- 1 
tural Obligation to our helpleſs Infants, which p 
is fo obvious at their firſt Appearance in Life, 4 
when we deny them that Nouriſhment Nature ” 
has provided for them, and by framing ſome in- t 
ſignificant Excuſe, forſake and leave them to 7 
others. 7 
This inhuman Treatment of our tender little t 
Ones, I can't help thinking has its Foundation in t 
Pride. Natural Affection to our Offspring ſeems = 
blended with our Conſtitution ; and it appears to v 
me we muſt uſe uncommon Violence to ſeparate 
it from our Make. But behold the Effects of Pride! n 
what Miſchief is there that it is not productive of! h 
Even a few Weeks after our tender Babe beholds T 
the Light, leſt it ſhould occaſion us ſome extra- cc 
ordinary Trouble and Care, or prevent ſome little « 
Delicacy in our Shape or Dreſs, or detain us from t 
making unedifying and impertinent Viſits, Sc. we b 
conſign the poor Innocent into the Hands of a ne 
Stranger, to be foſter'd by Women, oftentimes, of It 


ſavage Tempers, and vile Affections, which, ſome 
HB xe of Opinion, the Infant imbibes with its Milk; 
1 Eo tho' 
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tho' I can't conceive this, as I apprehend we are 
not Sinners by Conſtitution, but Corruption. How- 


ever, it 1s manifeſt, and often happens, that the 


Child imbibes an onwholeſome Conſtitution from 
its Nurſe: And, 'tis the Opinion of ſome, that 


f the Death of many an Infant (in other Places at 
leaſt) may be chargeable on their Parents, on this 
Score; as alſo when the Nurſe proves careleſs and 


neglitent in her Office ; and that this has been 


frequently the Caſe, few will deny: For how can 


we reaſonably expect that a Stranger ſhou'd take that 
due and tender Care, and faithfully diſcharge ſo 


_ troubleſome an Office ; which a Parent, ſuppos'd 
to have a natural Engagement for her Infant, de- 


clines and refuſes, for this very Reaſon to take up- 


n <4, who am a Parent, have been fill'd | 
with Aſtoniſhment at the Parent, and Compaſſion 
towards a Child, when I have beheld the,delicate 


Mother fit unconcern'd and unrelenting, at the 
Time her little Offspring has been uttering its 
tender Complaints, and, as it were, petitioning 


the obdurate Parent with its little Eloquence of 
Tears for its own Support, provided by Nature, 


without her Care or Trouble. 
Dr. Mbitby, in ſome Obſervations on Things 
natural, to explain and illuſtrate _ his Subject, 


has theſe Words ; ; * *Tis natural, /ays be, for a 


«© Woman to ſuckle her Infant, bacdule Nature 
e has furniſhed her with proper and ſuitable Means 
of Nouriſhment for that Purpoſe.” But had 


that Author lived till this Day, he had poſſibly. 
been told, Nature had changed her Order, and ge- 
nerally with-held and denied the common Means. 
It has often been Subject of Reflection to me, 


H & when | 
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when I have obſerved that Women pretend they ©} 
are ſo univerſally diſabled, that they are incapa= 
ble of taking upon them this tender Office, and 


diſcharging the natural Obligation of 'Suckling 
their Children. The general Plea is, Want of 


Milk, or Tenderneſs of Conſtitution, which render 
- them unfit to take upon them ſo troubleſome an 
Office: But as often as I have obſerved, examin'd, 


and traced ſuch Pretences and Excuſes for this 


| Cruelty, I have found (except in ſome few In- 
ſtances) they abſolutely center in Pride and Self- 


love. 


catio.. of Children, I would refer you. However, 
he (as well as others) does not propoſe Impoſſibili- 
ties to any ; on the contrary, * goes far in ad- 
mitting real and reaſonable Pleas and Excuſes ; 
but where none of theſe appear, he is Opinion, 
*tis every Woman's indifpenſible Obligation to 
nouriſh her Infant at her own Breaſt. His Argu- 
ments 'are brought from Nature, Scripture and 
Reaſon ; and J heartily wiſh every Parent, in this 
_ Circumſtance, and of this Character, may perute 
them impartially and candidly; and that they 
may have the good Effect of reſtoring that natural 


Affection and Tenderneſs, in the Female Part of 
the World, which has been fo long loſt. 
And before II conclude this Obſervation, I ſhall 


tranſcribe a Paſſage from a Pamphlet lately printed 
in London, entitled Britain's Remembrancer ; where- 
in the Author (whom I have hardis a Nobleman) 
. = | ' propoſes 


But I only propoſe by this ſhort Remark, to re- 

mind ſome, and inform others, that this unnatu- 
ral Condact has been juſtly condemn'd by Arch- 
biſhop Tillotſon, to whoſe Diſcourſes, on the Edu- 
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* 
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© Theatrical and Muſical Entertainments, 
Neglect not only of all that is ſpiritual and ſa- 


% Womankind, 


„ in a Round of guilty Follies, 


of SouTa-CAROLINA, Oc. 


1 a Method for i improving the preſent un- 
. appy Situation of the Nation and Kingdom of 
Great- Britain; 
they are involved in, are the Effects of the Vices and 
Irreligion which prevail amongſt the Inhabitants; 
againſt whom he brings a general Charge: And 


then in a particular Addreſs to the Women, he 
takes the Liberty of telling them, That no ſmall 


Share of the national Guilt is chargeable on their 
Account, as he ſays, 
% You have given up yourſelves to Pleaſures, 


c cred, but alſo of thoſe Domeſtick Cares which 
« are your proper Province, The unavoidable 
« Effect of a conſtant Purſuit of theſe publick 
« Diverſions, muſt be intirely to pervert your 
« Minds from what is the only natural Sphere of 
and what they were originally 
ce intended for, by the Ordination of Heaven; 
* who form'd you for the plain and homely, but 


4 neceflary and endearing Characters, of a "Wife, 


« and a Mother; and that all the various Orna- 


« ments of Pride, which fill a Woman's fanta- | 


« ſtick Brain, and disfigure the native Beauties of 
od her Perſon; and all the giddy Hours ſhe paſſes 
falſcly called 
te Pleaſure and Diverſion, tend to make her more 
de unfit for what Nature deſign d her. And when- 
c ever you aim at any thing elſe, than to be dutiful 
«© Daughters, loving Wives, tender Mothers, pru- 
« dent Miſtreſſes of Families, faithful Friends, 
© and pious Chriſtians, you aim at ſomething quite 
out of Nature, and beſide the Intention of Hea- 
| H 4 ven 
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* ven in making you rational Creatures. Will 


* Vauxhall improve you in Oeconomy and 


% Frugality? Or Ranelagh in the domeſtick Arts 


ee that make Families happy? Will the bomba- 


* ſtick Rant of the Play-houſe furniſh you with 


* Maximsof Prudence? Or its obſcene Ribaldry 
** ſtore your Minds with the Graces of Modeſty 
te and Virtue? How long muſt you die away to 
* the ſoft Strains of Muſick, or ſtudy theatrical 
“ Excellencies of Stage-heroes, before you will be 


„ the fitter Companions for Men of Senſe? How © 


long muſt you practice curling the Hair, flutter- 
* ing your Fans, and overloading ' your Perſons 
*& with falſe Ornaments, before your Converſation 
© will be ever new, and ever entertaining · to a 
** Huſband of Knowledge and Worth,” This, and 


much more to the ſame Effect, ſays that noble 
Author, to whom I refer you; and ſhall only add 

what he propoſes in general as the beſt Expedient 
to improve the preſent Juncture of Affairs, viz. 


That every Individual endeavour to reform One. 
I have ſometimes had a Concern on my Mind 
to recommend to your Conſideration, the Juſtice 


and Duty you owe to your Children in another 
Reſpect beſide that I have mentioned, viz. The 


Obligation every Parent is under to manifeſt an 
eſpecial Regard for their future Happineſs of the 
Souls of their Children, by a religious Care in their 
Education: But I have þeen diſcouraged from of- 
fering my Sentiments on this Subject, when I con- 
ſider the little Care and Regard too many Parents 
have for their own Souls, whoſe future Well-being 


appears to be much diſregarded TY ny, though 


J don't 
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111 1 don't purpoſe to ſay much on this Subject; 
nd yet think proper to offer a few Things to your 
rts Conſideration, which tho' they may perhaps ap- 
a- r trifling to ſome at firſt Sight, yet I have ſome- 
th times thought them of greater Conſequence, than 
ry I apprehend many others do. That Errors in 
ty the firſt Principles of Education (as well as in 
to other Caſes) are dangerous and pernicious, is a 
al received Maxim; for if we ſet out with wrong 
be Mleans to obtain a deſired End, we have not only 
W loſt our own Time, but with great Difficulty and 
- Labour muſt unlearn our firſt Rules and Leſſons. 
ns | Upon reflecting on the Appearances of Anger 
n and Reſentment, which we find ſo early and ſo 1 
2 often glow in the little tender Breaſts of Infants, | 
1d and the early Propenſities we obſerve in them to | 
le Pride and a Fondneſs for Trifles ; it has appeared - 
1d to me, they may be often attributed to the ill | 
nt Example of Parents, &c. and Errors in their 
. Management from their Infancy, as young Chil- 
| dren we know commonly imitate and act from the 
1d Example of their Parents, or thoſe concern'd in the 
ce Care and Education of them. on 
er To ſay little of the ſuperfluous Ornaments of 
he Lace, Lace-work, and Ribbands, which the In- 
an fant is adorn'd with, as ſoon as it comes into the 
he World, as well to pleaſe and gratify the Mother's 
Ir and Nurſe's Vanity, as that it may be admir'd by 
5. the formal and ceremonious Viſitors; as ſoon as 
n the Infant is capable of the leaſt Notice, it is im- 
ts mediately preſented with a Number of fooliſh 
Ng Toys, which, tho ſome, ſuitably choſen, may 
oh be proper to give them an Idea of natural Things, 


yet I have thought there are many Trifles preſent- 
n't ed and recommended to them as Things of Va- 
5 _— 
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lue and Worth, which lead them , afterwards 


to entertain a Fondneſs for Vanities and Toys, that 
are more expenſive and- hurtful, 


By this Time, ſome little Dawning of Reaſon 


begins to appear in the Child, Care is taken to in- 


culcate the Princi ples of Anger and Malice, Re- 


ſentment and Revenge, as 1 Child is inſtructed 
to receive every little Contradiction, as an Injury 
or Affront, which he is to revenge, by giving the 
Nurſe the Blow to execute on the Offender. 
Next comes in Courſe to amuſe the Child, a 
String of idle abſurd Sonnets and Ballads, which, 
as ſoon as its liſping Tongue is able to form Words, 
is taught to repeat. 
The next Inſtruction is, in a Catalogue of vain, 
amuſing Stories, a Relation of Fairy Tales, Hiſtories 
of Giants, Tom Thumbs, and ſuch like Stuff, are the 
young and tender Brains and Capacities of Intants 
ſtor'd with; as proper Rudiments to fit them for, 
and introduce more ingenious Lies and Romances. 
The next Thing Children are early inſtructed in, 
is Rule and Authority, by teaching, and allowing 
them a Superiority over Servants. 


A Servant tho' never ſo judicious and capable of 


knowing what is fit and convenient for a Child, 


is nevertheleſs reſtrained by many Parents from 
keeping Children in Subjection and Order, or croſ—- 


ſing and diſappointing their Will in any Circum- 
ſtance; this manifeſtly teaches the Child a Leſſon 
of Self- will which many: never uplear 9.41 their 
Lives after. 

The next Cruelty we are guilty of to our Chil- 


dren, is Flattery (at the ſame Time by Example 


or Precept teaching them many little and mean 


| Artifices and equivocal Turns, unwotthy a rational 


and 
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and generous, to ſay nothing of a Chriſ ian Mind) 
this is commonly practiſed both by Parents and 
Servants, by whom Children are inſtructed, when 
adorn'd with all the Pomp and Vanity within the 
Parent's Reach, to ſet an high Value and Eſtima- 
tion on themſelves, on the Score of their fine 
Clothes, Sc. or the Perfections of their Bodies, 
and at the ſame time they are taught to deſpiſe 
others, by perſwading them they are both finer and 
handſomer than ſome others. 
And now to finiſh and compleat a modern Edu- 
cation, it requires the following Accompliſhments, 
vis. To be expert in Dreſs and Dancing. Ombre 
or Gaming in general, to be able to make judici- 
ous Remarks on Opera Airs, and Stage Plays, and 
to repeat much of the Ribaldry and Prophanity 
they learn from thence, and reading Romances 
and other pernicious Books. | ect 
Add to all this, the Art of Viſiting, where after 
thoſe preſent are much*flatter'd.and complimented ; 
| the Abſent, on the contrary, are as ungeneroufly 
dealt with, and ſeverely handled. Y 
But with reſpect to the religious Education of 
f Children, we do not find many Parents employ 
, much of their Time in giving Children an Idea of 
* the Supreme Being, ſuitable to their Underſtand- 
1 
r 


ing; and as far as their little Capacities will admit, 
inſtruct and inculcate the Principles of moral and 
Cbriſtian Duties. On the contrary, the Generali- 
ty of Parents, ſeem to think they have ſufficient- 
ly diſcharged their religious Duty, if they are care- 


- ful their Children are taught to repeat the Duties 
"8 the Catechiſm contains; and in the fame Manner 
N ſay over a Set of Words, entitled, Prayers ;for 
i Children; which they neither do nor can under- 


d | | | ſtand, 
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ſtand, at the Age they are taught them; and 


Which I can't but conſider as great Impiety and 
Irreverence in both Parents and School-miſtreſſes, 


when they teach Children to ſpeak Words, they 
do not underſtand, to an Infinite Being; of which 


they, at the Time they are taught them, can have 


no competent Knowledge, ſo as to enable them to 


' addreſs him at all, much leſs in the Terms com- 


monly put into their Mouths. 

The Time I am confin'd to, would fail to enu- 
merate every Inſtance the Generality of Parents 
are culpable in, with Reſpect to Injuries they in- 
advertently and inconſiderately do their Children, 
in their Infancy, Sc. but I can't without a ſeem- 
ing Abſurdity, put them i Mind of the Juſtice 
they owe their Children, when, with Concern, 
I obſerve ſo many fail in the Juſtice they owe 
themſelves, by the apparent Neglect of their own 


Souls. I defire them to permit me to recommend to 


each of their Serious Conſiderations, the ineſtimable 
Worth and Value of your own immortal Souls, 


as well as thoſe of your Children: For what is a 
Man profited, if he gain the whole World, and bſe 
his own Soul? Or what ſhall he give in Exchange 


- _ his Soul? No Man can give to God a Ranſom 
for it, ſeeing the Redemption is fo precious, that it 


ceaſeth for ever, (Plal. xlix. 7 .) when once it is 


loſt, 
Twould be an expreſiible Happineſs, here 


every one ſenſible of this Truth; there would be 
then Hope that they would enter upon the great 


and neceſſary Work our Lord recommends ; that 
is, Firſt that our own Tree be made good, and then 


the Fruit, it will 1 N will be * 


alſo : 
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alſo: And when we find a Neceſſity of doing 
Juſtice to' ourſelves, inthe great Duty and Care of 
our Souls, we ſhall, I am certain, feel a very ſtrong. 
and ſenſible Concern for the real Happineſs of our 
Offspring. Whether the Education I have been 
above deſcribing, is agreeable to Chriſtianity, I 1 
leave all Parents, in their ſerious Moments to con- 
ſider ; and proceed with a Remark on the Time 
called Chriſtmas; which being ſo lately obſerved 
here, occaſioned me to purſue a Reflection I have 
heretofore had at ſuch Seaſons. I ſhall firſt 
mention an Obſervation of Alexander Cruden, a 
Clergyman (it I miſtake not) After he has given 
us a Catalogue of the Feſtivals obſerved by the 
Fews, he adds; © In the Chriſtian Church, we 
have no Feſtivals that appear to have been inſti- 
“ tuted by Chriſt or his Apoſtles: Nevertheleſs 


. « Chriſtians have always celebrated the Memory 


« of Chriſt's Reſurrection, and kept this Feaſt on 
« every Firſt-day of the Week; which was called. 
4 the Lord's-day, ſo early as in St. obn's Time: 
«© 1 was (ſays John) in the Spirit on the Lord's- 
« day.” | . 6 ; | | 
However, I intend not here to enquire how, or 
when, this, or any other Feaſt, came to be intro- 
duc'd among Profeſſors of Chriſtianity ; but only 
briefly to ſay, Thoſe who obſerve Days and Times, 
ſhould, as they profeſs, obſerve them to the Lord. 


Tou have a pretty large Account (in Luke) how 
the Birth of the holy Child was uſher'd in. There 


were (lays he) Shepherds abiding in the Fields of 
Judea, near unto the Town of Bethlehem ; watching 
their Flocks by Night. And lo the Angel of God 
came upon them, and the Glory of tl e Lord ſhone 


round 
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round them'; and they were fore afraid + And the 


7 
the Child, they called his Name Jeſus, (a Savin 
which was ſo named of the Angel before he was con- 
cei ved in the Womb; for this Reaſon, becauſe he ſhall 
fave his People from their Sins. Here are Glad- 


Angel ſaid unto them, Fear not, for behold I bring 


vou glad Tidings of great Foy which ſhall be to all 


People: For unto you this Day #s born, in the City 


of David, 4 Saviour, which 7s called Chrift the 


Zord. And fuddenly there was with the Angel a 
Multitade of Heavenly Hoſts,  praifing God, and 


| faying, Glory to God in the' igheſt , on Earth 


Peace, Good-will to Men 1 Then ſaid the Shepherds, 


- let us now go-to Bethlehem, and ſee the Thing which 
7s now come to paſs, and which the Lord hath made 


known unto us; and when they had ſeen the Child, 


they made knoꝛun the Saying abroad, and they that 
Heard, wondered af the Things that were told then 


by the Shepherds; who returned gloryfying and 
praiſing God, for all the Things they had heard and 


ſeen, as it was told them by TR Angel: And when” 


eight Days were accomphſhed for the the circumciff 


tidings of great Joy to all People, expreſs'd with 


the greateſt Solemnity : For behold ſuddenly a great 
 Multitude of heavenly Hoſts appear d with the Angel, 
prailing God for his Good- wil to Men; by intro- 


ducing the Means of Peace on Earth, as God is, 


nin Chriſt, reconciling the World unto himſelf; 
and blotting out the Hand-writing that was againſt 


them, nailing it to the Croſs ; and Putting Man- 


kind into a Capacity of Salvation. 


And next good old Simeon, who it appears, had 
been waiting for the Conſolation of Iſrael, cele- 


brated the Birth of Chriſt on this wiſe, Lord, NOW- 
bertel. 


e SOUTH-CAROLINA, G 
utile. thy Servant depart in Peace, for mne 


> Eyes have ſeen thy Salvation, which thou haſt pre- 
il red mol the Pace of all People: A Light — 
* 1 72 1 Gentiles ; "and to be the ge N Fn 
2 1 e 1 4 
0 Then Ama the Frepheteln coming into 5 
4 Temple, gave Thanks libewiſe utito the Lord, and 
74 Jpake of Chrift to att them that looked for Redemps 
55 Zion mn Hrael. 
hb And next we may obſerves bose the wile Gentiles 
4 behaved on this Occafion, when they came from 
4 the Eaſt to Feruſalem, twelve Days after the Birth 
as of ont Lord: Theſe Men tho' they were Heathens, 
15 and conſidered him as a temporal King (as well as 
1 a ſpiritual Saviour) yet approach him wirh no but 
11 and clamarous Acclamations of noiſy and frantick 
* Joy; no Drums, Trumpets, or Fiddles; but when | 
* they came into the Houſe and ſa him, proſtrating 
0 themſelves, they worſhipped him. 
on And now I wou'd beg leave to aſk the Proſeſſors 
att of Chriſtianity, if they, on theſe Occaſions, act 
a conſiſtently with themſelves, who tell us their 
th Times called Holy-days are more eſpecially ſet 


. apart for pious Purpoſes: Are they then agreeable 
ol, do this Defign employ'd in an Enquiry, whether 


o- | you have any rational Ground to hope you have 
is, an Intereſt in the Saviour, whoſe Birth you pro- 
if; | fefs to commemorate ? Do you examine whe- 
nſt ther your Practice keeps Pace with your Profeffion ? 


n- Do you live a Life of Humility and Holineſs agree- 
able to the Example our holy Pattern recommends 
ved to our Imitation; who was holy, harmleſs, ' and 
le undefiled, feparate from Sin, and Sinners ? Or, 
oy. on the contrary, are not theſe Times confider'd, 
teſt | by moſt People, no otherwiſe than Seaſons of 
8 Mirth 


12) 


gf . o 


128 An Exhortation to the Inhabitants 


' Mirth and Jollity ? And, as ſuch, are they: not 
. chiefly ſpent, by Profeſſors themſelves, i in Feaſting, 
and Dancing, Gaming, Jeſting and Wantonnelſs ; 
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compliſh, neither do they regard the Hand of 
Power that would fave them] And among the in- 
ferior Claſs of People, what but one contiued Scene 
of Drunkennefs, Riot, Debauchery and Madneſs, 
appears to every common Obſerver ! *Twould be 
mamuuch more beneficial, That the Huſbandman 
| ſhould 750 his Grounds, and the Artiſt following or 


i working at his Trade, than that they ſhould ah ” 


BW thus idle, or, what is worſe, doing wickedly o 

4 theſe Occaſions, when by Reaſon of wicked Works 
” they crucify afreſh the Lord of Life and Glory, 
1 and put him to open Shame !_ 


1 © phane, whether Men, &c. in theſe Circumſtances, 
L o Chriſtianity, while they act in direct Oppoſition 


to the Nature of it? And whether this, and ſuch 
like Converſations, becomes the Goſpel of our Lord 
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theſe Things ſeriouſly, and ſolidly; and I dare. 
venture to ſay, you will find, with me (who was 
once in the Obſervation of Times, &c.) that all 
ſuch Rejoycing is Evil: And that the appointed 
Faſts and Feaſts, in the Manner you obſerve them, 
are an Abomination to the Lord, 7 his Soul 


loaths them! 
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| tention to examine and conſider every particular 
Trangreſſion the Controverſy of God is againſt, 
yet I ſhall e mention the Catalogue = Sins 
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not conſidering the Work our Lord came to.ac- 


1 would once more afk both Fo feflort and Pro- | 


can poſſibly have any juſt Title to the ſacred Name 


and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt ? Examine I beſeech you, 


I have before told you, that it was not my In- 


the 
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Fa _ oftle Paul gives us, and which he ſays are 
the. Pn ruits of the Fleſh, and while People continue 
to produce ſuch Fruit, they cannot poſſibly have 
an Entrance adminiſter 'd to them into the King- 
dom of God. Now, (ſays he) the Works of the fle 
are manifeſt, which are theſe, Adultery, Fornication, 
_ Uncleanneſs, Laſciviouſnejs, Idolatry, Witch craft, 
Hatred, Varience, Emulations, Wrath, Strife, &. 
ditions, Herefes, Envyings, Murders Druntenneſs, 
Revellings, and ſuch like, And in 1 Cor. vi. 10. 
he adds, Theft,. Covetouſneſs, Revileings, Extorti- 
on, &c. of which (ſays he) I have told you in Time 
paſt, that they which do ſuch Things, ſhall not inherit 
the Kingdom of God. And in the firſt of Romans, 
he Fi ſuch as did not like to retain God in 


their Knowledge, by theſe Marks or Charackers, 


That they were filled with all Unrighteouſne/s, as 
Fornication, Wickedneſs, Covetuoujne(s, Mali cioujneſs, 
Pull of Envy, Murder, Debate, Deceit, Malignity ; 

that they were hiſperers, Backbiters, Haters of Gad, 
Defpiteful, proud Boaſters, Inventers of evil Things, 
Diſobedient to Parents, without Underſtanding, Co- 

venant Breakers, without natural Affection, im- 
placable and unmerciful. And to make the Con- 
traſt or Oppoſition of ſuch Things to the Spirit of 
Chriſtianity the more apparent, and obvious, he 
immediately oppoſes the Works or Fruits, which 
the Spirit of Chriſt produces in his People, who 
follow its Leadings and Directions: But the Fruit 
of the Spirit, is Love, Joy, Peace, Long-ſuffering, 
Gentleneſs, Goodneſs, Faith, Meekn: fs, Temperance, 
Galatians v. 22. And the Viſaom which is from 


above, (or from God) 7s „irt pure, then peaceable, 
7 


_ eaſy to be entreated, . of Mercy, and 
1 good 
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| good Fruits, without Partiality, and without Hypo- 


'Ghoſt, nehich is in you, 1 Cor. vi. 19. The Ephe- 


crijy, James iii. 17. After the Apoſtle had been 
enumerating the Sins of the Gentiles, &c. which 


had been prevalent among them before their 
Converſion to the Chriſtian Faith; Such (fays he) 


in time paſt were ſomeof you; and he tells the Ephe- 


ſians, you hath Chrift quicken'd, who vere dead in 
Treſpaſſes and Sins; wherein, in Time paſt, ye walked, 


according to the Courſe (or Cuſtoms) of this World, 
according to the Power of the Prince of the Air; the 
Spirit that worketh now in (the Hearts of) the Chil 


dren of Diſobedience, among whom alſo we had our 
Converſation in the Luſts of our Fleſh ; fulfilling the 


Defires of the Fleſh, and of the Mind : But God who 
rs rich in Mercy, even when ue were dead in Sin, &c. 


bath quicken'd us together in Chrift Jeſus, and made 
us fit together in heavenly Places. Eo 


And now it ſeems fit we ſhould examine how 
this great and glorious Work was brought about 
and effected, viz. by a Reſurrection from the 
Death of Sin to a Lite of Righteouſneſs; which 
this fame Apoſtle tells us, was (and is) done 65 
the waſhing of Regeneration, and renewing (Power) 
of the Holy Ghoſt (in the Heart ;) But now are ye 
waſhed, but ye are ſanctiſyed, but ye are juſtified 
in the Name of the Lord Feſus, and by the Spirit 
F our God. N N 

Hence we may obſerve, that theſe Believers, 
who were in Time paſt Sinners, are now, by the 
ſanctifying Power of Chriſt, and Obedience to the 
Faith deliver'd, become Saints ; agreeable to what 


the Apoſtle Paul writes to the Chriſtian Churches, 


Nur Bodies (fays he) are the Temples of the Holy 
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Kant were Fellm-citizens with the Saints, and 


Houſhald of Ged. The Converſation of the Phil- 
lippians was in Heaven. The Coligſians were de- 
Avered from the Power of Darkneſs, and tranſlated 
into the Kingdom of. the dear Son of Gad. The He- 
brews were come to the City of the liuing God; to 
the heavenly Jeruſalem: And the Apoſtle Petey 
tells the Churches, that they were @ cbaſen Gene- 
ration, a royal Prieſibood, and boly Nation, a pe. 
culiar People. 1 Pet. ii. g. : 
But is this the State of Chriſtians in our Age? 
Can we ſay we are come to this heavenly Feruſa- 
lem, where the great God is worſhipped in Spirit 
and in Truth ? Or are we Strangers to thoſe Things 
that they experienced; and yet perſwade ourſelves, 
that we are the People of God, and Chri- 
ſtians ? The primitive Churches had the bonour- 


able Title of Saints; we can give ourſelves no bet- 


ter Name than miſerable Sinners. And what is 


the Reaſon, that we are ſo much outdone by the 
Churches aforementioned? We can't conclude, 
that the Kingdom of Chriſt, that then appear'd 


in Power, did, as the Sun in the Firmament ſome- 


times doth, ſhew itſelf in a Morning, and be no 
more ſeen all the Day; for the Kingdom of Chriſt 
is an everlaſting Kingdom, and his new Covenant 
an everlaſting Covenant. Neither can we conclude, 
that God hath withdrawn himſelf from the Chil- 


dren of Men ; for he never forſakes us, unleſs we 
forſake him; as the Clouds hinder, that we can- 


not at all Times of the Day ſee the Brightneſs of 
the Sun, fo eig hinders, that we do not ve- 
main ſenſible of the 

ſtle foreſaw, that there would be à falling away 


Preſence of God. The Apo- 
1 from 
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| from the Grace in which many of the 


without Spirit and Life, we can never riſe. 
as Paul ſaid in another Cafe, I 
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Chriſtians were eſtabliſhed ; and it ſoon after his 


1 came to paſs. 4 
But we ſay, that the dark Night of Apoſtacy is 


over, and we live in Goſpel-days again; if fo, 
hear 


Goſpel Words, but where is the Goſpel-Power, by 


where are the Fruits? We may, I confeſs, 


which Believers come to be Sons of God; to bear 
his Image in Righteouſneſs ? Why are not we, 
call'd Chriſtians, grown to the Stature of them 
that were the Children of Heathen: ? 
The Reaſon to me is this, we have not built 
upon the ſame Foundation: Thoſe built on the 
ſure Rock, and living Foundation; on Chriſt; 
as he in all Ages was, and ſtill is, in a ſpiritual 
Appearance, the Light of the World, and- the 
Life of Righteouſneſs; and taking his -eternal 
Spirit in themſelves for their Guide, turn'd from 
whatſoever they were reproved for. 


were carnal came to be ſpiritual ; and this made 
them a peculiar People. Did we walk in their 
Footſteps, we might riſe to their Attainments ; bat 
if we build on Words, and outward Services, 
For 
ſpeak with the 
Tongue of Men and Angels, and have not Charity, 
Tam "Selig as founding Braſs, &c. So I ſay in this 
| Caſe, if we hear Men and Angels; if we could 


- live continually under the Sound of good Words, 


if we have no Regard to that inward Light, which 


- We can never mortify 


diſcovers Evil, 


8 


and gives Power to turn from it, 
Sin, cleanſe our Souls, and 


become an holy Pages.” Ts Work of Sanctifi- 
cation 


primitive. 


Thus their 
- ſinful Deſires came to be mortified ; and ' ſuch as 
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| cation is inward. i in the Heart, and to be effected 
by inward Means: Nothing but inward Light can 
expel in ward Darkneſs: Since Men fondly per- 
ſuade themſelves that tho they ſow Tares, they 
hall reap Wheat; tho they go down into the Grave 
Sinners, they ſhall riſe 1 4 and attain in another 
World, what primitive Chriſtians attain'd 3 in this: 


in Karth: They have walked in Darkneſs, and not 


in the Light; the God of this World hath been, 


It deploruble Circumſtance of many of the Profeſſors 
* of this Age; yet from the Feta ſuch, how 
3 frequently do wWe hear Exclamations and Com- 
al plaints, againſt the daily Growth of | Infidelity and 
* Deiſin never ſo. much as imagining that they are 
al any way acceſſary or inſtrumental to this Miſchief; 
m yet one great Cauſe thereof, I take to be, the ir- 
eir regular and unholy Lives of Profeſſors. And 
as till ſuch can be 800 that a conſiſtent Prac- 
de tice with the Religion they profeſs, is abſolutely 
eir requiſite, to recommend the Chriſtian Religion; 
but and till they produce the moſt convincing and 
es, prevailing Argument, Example, how can they 
dor hope or expect to be credited by this Infidel Race, 
the which ſo much abounds; as every one muſt be 
ity, ſenſible, of the Difficulty of enforcing. a Precept 
this (tho! never ſo laudable in itſelf) in Words, which 
uld in our Lives and Practice we notorioully deny? 
rds, | Therefore the only Expedient that I know of, 90 
ich | op. the. Mouths of Unbelivers, will be, To ſhew 
it, I for th your good Converſation in Chriſt Feſus, coupled 
and with, the Fear of God; to let your Laght jo ſhine 
tifi- e Men, that ES fecing * good Works, may 
tion 
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. ſerved, and not the God of Heaven. 


And notwithſtanding this is the * Fat, a 
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tion, but ſhines with greater Light and Splendor : 
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ghrify God, and be excited to follow you good Dx 


And now dear People, having, in a broken 
Manner, declared to you theſe Things which lay as 
a Weight on my Mind, there remains little but to 
por to you, to try the Foundation of your 

aith and Hope: Truth never loſes by Examina- 


Therefore, 3 to the N ftle's Advice, Ex- 


amine yourſelves, whether 8 of tbe (true) Faith; 
that 


Eno you not yourſęlves, 57 7 eſus is in 
you, except you be Reprobates 5 Te 4 (fays 
* Grottus) Chriſtians in Name, and not in 

Do not trifle, I beſeech you, in a Matter of 


ſvch Importance, as the future Well-being of your 


immortal Souls! To be miſtaken in this Point, 


will be of fatal Conſequence; Errors of this Sort 


being only to be rectify'd while we remain in 
this kite; for we are poſitively told, That there is 
no N iſdom, nor Knowledge, Work, nor Device, in 
the Grave, whither ue are all baſtening. And our 
Lord tells us, He wrought while it was Day, and 
excites us ſo to do, by faying, The Night cometh 
wherein no Man can work. Let us therefore en- 
quire whether our Faith is fuch an One as operates 
by Love: If ye love me, keep my Commandments, 
fays our blefled Lord. Letus Nadie what Ob- 
ſtacles this true Faith removed for the primitive 
Chriſtians, what Difficulties it enabled them to 
ſurmount. Heb. xi. Without this Faith 95 the 
Power of Chriſt) if is impaſible to pleaſe C 1 
will (fays the Apoſtle Fames) ſbe thee wy 25 by 
my Works ; for as the Body, without the Spirit, 1s 
cead, lo Faith without Works is dead alſo, Te are 

| 4 
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v Pres (ſays Chriſt) if ye do whatſcever I cm- 

8 Manu. | ä 

Xn What will it avail us, tho' his eutward Goſ- 
ef p* be taught in our Land, if we do not obey his 
5 Law written in our Hearts, and conform to its 

| Rule and Government? And tho' Chriſt our Lord 
*. is the Fountain to cleanſe us from the Pollution of 
1 Sin; yet if we refuſe to be purified by his ſpiritual 
* Baptiſm ; ¶ he waſh us not, we can have no Part 


3 in bim, nor his Merits. And indeed my Friends, 
l have taken ſome Pains, by divine Aſſiſtance, to 


in examine and enquire how I might have a well 
15 W Hope to obtain Salvation, or in other 
of Words, eternal Life and Happineſs, And in all 
| my Enquires and Reſearches, I have not been 
ur able to diſcover any other Way than this, which 
nt, the Almighty continues to direct Mankind in at 
* this Day, as well as heretofore, The Way of Holi- 
— neſs tbr Cbriſt, he being the Author of eternal 
18 5 5 
75 Salvation to all Believers. Be ye holy, as 1 the 


a Lord your God am boly ; and without Holineſs, no 
5 Man (hall ſee the Lord: And ] find I can be made 
| ſo no other Way, but thro' Sandification of the 
Spirit, unto the Obedience of Faith, and Sprinkling 
w_ of the Blood of Fejus Chriſt. For every one who has, 
or can reaſonably have any Foundation of Hope 
nts, to be ſaved by Chriſt's Life Sufferings, Reſurrecti- 


Jb- on, Aſcenſion, and Mediation, muſt, by his Grace 
- oh aſſiſting, purify himſelf, as he is pure; as no 


. | unclean Thing can poſſibly enter his holy King- 
9 dom. And it is by his Grace we are ſaved, through 
bb Faith, operating by Love; not of ourſelves, it is 
%% nes | 
"© Wn I 4 £6 Thus, 
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Thus, as I became obedient to the Teaching o of 
this Grace received, I came to witneſs Mercy, ay d 
Peace multiplied to me; for which, in great 
verence and Humility, J deſire always to bleſs 
God, the Father of our Lord Jeſus, for his uns 
ſp eakable Gift! and for his abundant Mercy. 
b he hath viſited my Soul in his Day- 

ſpring from his high and holy Preſence; and E 


forded me a good Foundation to hope for his Sal- 


vation; and I deſire to give all the Glory, to God, 
and'to lay, not undo us, Oo Lord, not unto us, but 


to thy great Name and Power, be the Glory ! Be ye 


Foly, is a Precept which contains no Myſtery. 7 
her is no Enigma to unriddle; no Need of Com- 
mentators ; ; no Room for Seepritiſm, nor-Contro- 


verſy ; but a plain and poſitive Command, ſo le- 


glible, that he that tuns may fead; the Wayfaring 
Man, tho a Fool (with Re peck to the Wiſdom 

of the World) cannot err here. Therefore ſuffer 

me to counſel you, to break off the Sin that you 


find eaſily beſet you, by Righteouſneſs; and your 


Iniquities by Amendment of Life; that ſo your 
Tranquility may be lengthened, and attend IN 
beyond the Grave. 
And to you, as I have faid brd hh may 
not charge yourſelves with groſs Immoralities, yet 
*. who prefer a Portion in this Life, to the durable 
Riches and Righteouſneſs in another ; who ſay 


unto Gold, Theu art my Hope, and make fine Gold 


Jour Confidence ; who have forſaken God, the Foun- 
rain of living WW aters, and hewn to yourſelves Ci 

terns, broken Cifterns, that will hold no Water; who 
have changed the Glory of the incorruptible Being, 
4 oy it to your corruptible Things : Remember, 


God 


04 : 
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I Gol ci not give his Glory to Idols, nor hir Praiſe: 
yourſelves! 
froòm Idols, and love not the World nor the Things 
of this World for 17 any Man love the World: 


to your grauen Images: Therefore k 


(inordiniately) the Love of the Father is not in him. 


And to you who are Lovers of Pleaſure, more: 
than Lovers of God; who delight and place your 


Felicity in Grandeur, Pomp and Noiſe, conſider, 


I beſeech you, that all this will afford you no 


Comfort nor Satifaction in a dying Moment; 
but, on the contrary, Remorſe and Sorrow : They 
will each one abandon” you in your great Extremi- 


ties; and you will then ſee how you have been de- 


juded and miſtaken, when the undeniable Meſa 


enger of Death lays bis Arreſt upon you; and that 


important Hour aſſures you, thata'few Moments 
will decide your Judgment, and caſt you either 
for eternal Bliſs, or Miſery-! Of what Eſteem then 


will be all your Pleaſares, and all your Toys? 
The greateſt and moſt exalted of all human Glory, 


even Crowns themſelves auill then be Toys. This 
then will be our Rejoicing, The'Teftimony of 4 


good Conſcience, that in Simplicity and godiy Sinceri- 


Ty, not by. fleſhly Wiſdom, but 5 the Grace of God, 
awe have bad our Converſation in this World, 2 Cor. 


5. 12. And when we look back and make our 


Appeal to God, as good King Hezeliab did on 
his Death bed; Remember now, O Lord, I befeerh 


thee, how ] have walked before thee in Trutb, and 


with a' perfect Heart,” and have done that which is 
good in thy Sight. O happy State! O glorious Con- 


dition ! May God of his infinite Mercy ſo incline 
your —.— to keep his Commandments, that 


when the Time of your Diſſolution approaches, 


you 
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you may all die the Death of the Righteous, and 
that your latter End may belike bels On the can» 
trary, — will the wicked look back with Horror 
and Affright on a Life ſpent in open Defiance and 
Violation of God's Laws, or a AG Neglect of 
and Indifference for them ? What will appear in 
ſuch a melancholy Seaſon to ſuch as theſe, a cer- 
tain fearfyl looking-for of Judgment, and fiery 


Indignation, which will devour the Adverſaries of 


the Lord, whoſe Wrath will then be revealed i in a 
more extrordinary Manner againſt all Unrighteouſ- 
neſs and Ungodlinek of Men. This will be a 


Day of Trial (viz. the Day of Death) which will 


come on all the Inhabitants of the Earth ; where- 
in the Faces of the Unrighteous will gather Pale- 
neſs. A Day of Trouble and Diſtreſs! A Day 
of Darkneſs and Gloomineſs! A Day of Awake- 
ning and Alarm! wherein neither Silver nor Gold 


ſhall be able to deliver! Confider this in Time, 
all you that forget God, leſt he /augh at your 


| Calamities, and mock when your Fear cometh. 

But ſome may object, This is not akuays the; un- 
happy Caſe and Situation of Sinners, who — ws the 
| Work of Repentance ro a fick or dying Bed; God is 
very merciful, and is he not — willing and ready 
to accept returning, repenting Sinners; though at the 
eleventh or laſt Hour — ! ſhall reply in the Words 
of an Author known to ſome of you at leaſt; 
« Death puts an End to our Day of Grace, and 

© determines our final State; then all Men muſt 
« confeſs of what mighty Conſequences it is to 
« die well; we can die but once, and if we miſ- 
_ $$: carry that once, we are undone for ever!“ And 
what conſidering Man would make ſuch dangerous 

Experiments 


him timely Notice to repent ? Or whether God 
will give 
who wou'd venture the Hazard of a Death-bed 


without Warning ; if their dying and diſpairing 


Sorrow, nor that Repentance to Salvation not to be 


Experiments as dinners do every Day, when their 
Bouls are the Price of the Experiment ? Who 


would try how long Death will delay its coming! 


how he may Sin on, withont thinking of 
Death and Judgment ? Whether Death will give 


him Grace to repent ? And if he does, 


R nce? Whether after a long Life of Sin 
and Wickedneſs, a few diſtracted, confuſed and 


almoſt diſpairing Sighs and Groans will carry Him 


to Heaven, and commnte for what onghe to have 
been the Work and Buſineſs of our whole Lives, 
viz. 2 Preparation for Death: If ſuch could, after 
they have diſcover'd their Miſtake and Folly, re- 

turn and live over their Lives again, the Hazard 
were not ſo great; but this is an Experiment not 
to be twice made. If they Sin on till they harden 


themſelves in Sin, and are forſaken of the Grace 


- God; if Death come long before they 
expected it, and cut them off by Surprize, and 


Agonies and Horrors, ſhould not 


xepented of, they are loſt to Eternity] And what 


Man in his Senſes wou'd expoſe his Soul to ſuch a 
Hararu as this? Who wou'd not take Care to 

make his Calling and Election ſure before Death 
comes, and in a Matter of ſuch great Concernment 


(wherein one Miſcarriage is ann to 3 


Danger at a Diſtance? 
Some Men talk of Death, as if it were a Thing 


that could be done in two or three Days, and that 
che proper Time of doing it was a Httle before 


they 
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they die. But I know of no other Pre paration 
for Death, but living well, which is the in ſure 
Evidence for Heaven. Men may cheat themſelves 
with vain Hopes and Imaginations when they come 
to die; but nothing will be:a ſolid F opIQezioN. far | 
Peace, but an univerſal Righteouſneſ. 
Therefore I entreat you, the Inhabitants * ; 
—. — 0 il btke⸗ 8 don't. {ell 


#8 * We 


| give not — to your — nor eee to. your | 
Eye-lids, / till, you are become. fit Temples. for the LA 
mighty. God of Jacob to dwell,in ! Bring Preſents 
to God (Who ought | to be fear d) even the Preſents "| 


of humble. and penitent Hearts; the Lord calls 0 
for your Hearts, not for your Lip-Service : My ] 
on, give me by Heart; | Lift up your. Heads, G ] 

Je Gates: even lift the everlaſting Doors of your ( 
"Hearts, and the: King of Glory will come in, and " | 
dual with, yau, and you with bim. N 

And no ſuffer me to remind you, that you no D 
longer deſpiſe the Riches of God's Goodneſs and 
Mercy, ſince his Long - ſuffering and F. orbearance te 
is deſign d to lead to Repentance. By! the Mercies | 1 
of God I beſeech you, that you preſent, yourſelves FE 
a Sacrifice, holy, and acceptable to God, which V 
is but your rea ſonable Service. And be not con- O 

formable to this evil World, but transform' d, that th 
ye may prove what is the good and acceptable and L. 


perfect Will of God concerning you.; which is no 
lefs than your Sanctification. And now I. think de 


fit to obſerye to you, that, while almoſt all Europe, bu 
and even the Dominions of the King to whom to 


IM: are Subjects, are aan wür eng ec and in- 
volved | out 
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of a cruel and bloody War, you have enjoyed uns 


moleſted Tranquility; your Rights at home have 


141 
© volved in the miſerable and deplorable Conſequences 


not yet been invaded by your Enemies; indeed. 


your Properties at Sea have ſometimes been wreſt⸗ 
ed from you by unreaſonable Men; but what 


is that Evil compared with the Calamities and 


Diſtreſſes Thouſands in Great- Britain and elſe- 


where have felt and ſuffered? Fire, Sword, Ras. 


pine and Plunder, deſſolate Widows, and diſtreſ- 


led and fartherleſs Children, hate been a 


diſmal-*Effets of theſe unhappy Diſputes and 


Differences between the Powers of Europe. And 


cannot we yet diſcover a Providence in all this 


Deſtruction, which is ſuffered to 2 among | 


Men? Are we not yet convinced that there is a 
God of Juſtice that rules in the Kingdoms of the 
Earth, and that he is about to take Vengeance: on 
the Nations and Families that call not upon his 


Name in Truth and Righteouſneſs? ??: 


What greater Inducement can J propoſe to 

to turn and love God, than his manifold Mercies? 
Do not you think they call for your Gratitude ? 

Heallures you by his Favours ; he gives you Corn, 
Wine and Oil; he gives you Vine-yards, and 
Olive-yards, or at leaſt the Means of procuribg 
them; he draws with the Cords and Bands of his 
Love; he would take you by the Hand, and 


would heal you; he would take the Yoke of hard 
Servitude from off your Necks ; and, if you are 
but willing to part with your Idols, he is ready 


to take the very Names of them out of your 
Mouths, and to betroth you to himſelf in Righte- 


woman Loving-kindneſs and Mercy. Tho' the 


v4 | whole 


tho your Souls Enemy may have wounded and 
leit you half dead; yet — is Balm in Gilead; 
chere is a Phyſacian there, who offers you his Aid, 
and is willing to recover you from your moral and 
. — And tho —— may be nevet 
great Prodigals, if you have not ſinned out the 
; Day of his Grace, Refolve 
the "heavenly Father is ready, on your unfeigned 
, to receive you into the Arms of his 
Mercy, and to put on you the beſt Robe you ever 
wore, even even that of —— Righteouſneſs. 
Thus having briefly © how greatly we 
are indebted to the Almighty, for his manifold 
Mercies ; I would wiſh you to examine what Re- 
turns of Love and Gratitude you have made; 
for Remember, tho' God bears long, yet he will 
not always bear; but expects that we ſhould nat 
only | bim with our Lips but with our Lives 


alſo: Turn then, I beſeech you, to God, while 
he vifits you in Mercy; for unto his Power ſhall 


every Tongue confeſs, and every Knee bow, eirher 
in Mercy or in] ent. 

I have ſometimes thought it would be of fingu- 
dar Advantage to Profeſſors of Chriſtianity 
Denominations, ſeriouſly to examine and enquire 
of your own Hearts, what our Religion has done 
for us; or what Benefits have accrued: to us from 
it ? Whether 'the Grace we have received has 
_ affiſted us to reſiſt the Temptations of our Souls 

Adverſary; and whether we are nearer Salvation 
than when we firſt believed? For a being inveſted 
with a Power to do a Thing, will no longer beof 
Uſe to us than as we * it. The Grace =) 

— 


E | 


upon returning, and 


ity of all 


e SovTH-CaROLINA, Gr. 26 


pod Spirit, tho it inſtruct us to deny all Ungod- | 
line, is of no further Benefit W but as we 
obey its Teachings, and follow its Leadings; 
therefore I am of Opinion it would not hurt the 
beſt Chriſtians, nor any others, ſometimes to aſk. 
themſelves the following Queſtions. - 
Have I witneſs'd the ſtrong Man arm'd caſt 
out of my Heart, and his Goods ſpoil'd, and a 
ſtronger than he in Poſſeſſion? Have I, who 
aſſume the Name of a Chriſtan, departed from all 
Iniquity? Are all old Things done away (for be that 
is in Chriſt is a new Creature) and do I experience 
new Thoughts, new Defires, new Converſation, a 
total Change, all Things become regular, uniform 
and confiſtent with my high and holy Calling ? -Is 
Chriſt the beſt beloved of my Soul ? Does my 
Heart pant, and mine Eyes Fall for his Salvation? | 
Is my athirſt for God? Do. long for his | 
Preſence more than for hidden Treaſure? Do I N 
love God above all other Conſiderations, and my 5 
Neighbour as myſelf? Am I careful leſt I offend 
him? Dol live in conſtant Obſervance of his 
Laws? Dol live in his Fear ? Am | circum | 
gu- in all my Words, that I fin not with my Tongue? 
all Does my Converſation become the Goſpel of 
uire Chriſt ? And am I careful to adorn his — 
lone which I profeſs to believe and be guided by? 
rom If upon a candid Examination, this be the 
has py State of the Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, my Soul 
zouls | can rejoice with them, let them call them- 
tion ſelves by what Denomination or Sect they may: 
efted For happy is the People who are in ſuch a Cate ! 
beof yea, bleſſed are they whoſe Portion is the God of 
and Jacob On the —— if we are only profeſ- 
r00d " 
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|  fing, and not in the Poſſeſſion of Godlineſs; if we 1 
3 5 have a Form, but are inſenſible of the Power 8 
3 to work a Change in our Hearts, our Religi- WW 1 
' BY on as yet, has done nothing for us; therefore 1 1 
| entreat all who are in this Caſe, to conſider, tis an i 
1 unfit State for Heaven; for if we have not wit- | 

I | neſſed a being created a- new in Chriſt Jeſus ; born H 
1 of the incorruptible Seed and Word of God; 0 
= | known a Death unto Sin, and a new Birth unto 7 
HB | Righteouſneſs ;* born again of the Spirit; our Lord IM £ 
bl | poſitively lays, wo cannot enter into oe Kingdom tl 
= at, God, ſa 
1 Let the Time ac thes ſuffice ; ws for the fu- t 
1 | And; redouble your Diligence; and no longer: hold 71 
| the Truth in Unrighteouſneſs; walk circumſpect- a: 
. 8 ly as wiſe, redeeming the Time. The Kingdom 

[ [ of God Fong not ſtand in Form, but in Power; a 
8 neither is Religion to be taken up by Fits and be 
uy | Starts, as it ſuits our Leiſure and Conveniency ; to 


nor by Imitation, but Conviction, we muſt OL 
cleave to God, with full purpoſe of Heart; what a 
our Hand finds neceſſary to do in this great Buſi- G 
neſs of Salvation, we muſt do it with all our Might; M 
we muſt not indolently ſeek, but (by God's Aſſiſt- E; 
. ance) ardently ſtrive - enter the Kingdom of tri 
God. Our Talent muſt gain another Talent; leſt ov 
as the unprofitable Servant was, we be deprived of in 
that which- we have received. Falſe Pretences to dc 
Religion, and a bare Belief of the Truths of the 

. Goſpel, will be of no Advantage to us: Crying G. 
Lord, Lord, will not avail, if we do not the Things to 
which his Precepts enjoin : No Man can truly no 
cal Cheſt Lord, but ſuch as witneſs his Rule and | ag 
Dominion K; 


PP 


but k 


in his Throne; 
down with his F ather in his Throne. 
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Dominion in their Hearts, bringing them into 


Subjection to his Power: Not the Hearers of the 


Law, but the Doers, ſhall be juſtied: Not he 


that hears Chriſt's en but he that doth wink, 


is accepted. 


On a memorable Occaſion the facred Hiſtory 
informs us, the Almighty heard the Voice of the 
Children of IſraePs Words, when they ſpake to 
Moſes, and he tells him that the People had well 


ſaid all that they had ſpoken ; but knowing 


the Inſincerity and Inconſtancy 66 their Hearts, he 


faith, O ! that there were ſuch an Heart in them, 


that they would fear before me, and keep my Gome- 
mandments always, that it may be well with them 
and their Children for ever ! 

Religion is an Heart-Work, it muſt be begun, 
and carried on and compleated there: Nothin 
ing God's Commandments will entitle us 
to his Favour: Nothing ſhort of having diſcharged 


our Parts in the Chriſtian Warfare, and obtained 


a tas, over Sin, will entitle us to a Crown of 
Glory : Nothing lefs than being true and faithful 
Members of Chriſt's Church Militant here on 
Earth, will ever admit us Members of his Church 
triumphant in the Heavens. Tis to thoſe that 
overcome, that our Lord will give to ſit with him 
even as he overcame, and is * 


A being convinc'd in our Judgments of God's 
Goodneſs, &c. and that his Laws are righteous al- 
together, and therefore we ought to obey them, is 
not Converſion. Faith is not Practice; therefore 


add to your Faith Virtue, to Virtue Knowledge, to 
Sn Temperance, to ROY Patience, to 


Pati, ence 


1 46 An e to the Inhabitants 
Patience Godlineſs, to Gudlineſs Bretherly A, 


and to Brotherly Kindneſs Charity. 
Thus my dear Friendsand Neighbours, I have 
declar'd in great Truth and Sincerity, my earneſt 
| Concern and Deſire for the real Happineſs of the 


Inhabitants of my native Country in general; and 


having an eſpecial and peculiar Regard for many 


that I have known for a Series of Years, when 1 


have reflected on the bare Poſſibility of your miſ- 


ſing Heaven and Happineſs thro' Inadvertency, In- 


conſideration, and an inordinate Love for the 
Things of this Life, it has been Subject of Mourn- 
ing to me; and eſpecially, as I have through 
Mercy ſeen, that when I was in the like Situation, 

how dangerous a One it was, and that all who are 
.in this unhappy Caſe, ſtand indeed in ſlippery 
Places. And many a Time has my Soul grieved 
ſecretly, when I have obſerved the Purſuits of ſuch, 


ho earneſtly they are running after Vanities, and 


- purſuing Lies (which will indeed deceive) and 
turning their Backs on God's Offers of Love, and 
refuſe to let him put his Beauty on them, and to 
make them glorious within; and fince I have 
witneſſed the great Diſpro n between the Love 
of God, and the Love of the World, I am the 
more earneſtly concern'd to invite you to come 
taſte and fee of the Goodneſs of the Lord: 
O make but Trial of his Love, and you'll fay 
the one half was not told you. Then will you 


find the moſt exalted Happineſs this World 
can yeild, will be nothing but Vanity, yea, 
lighter then Vanity, and were you once in Poſ- 


8 ſefion of the Love of God PING 'd be ſenſible that 
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you inherited Subſtance, ſubſtantial Joys, un- 
Leakable Delight, Satisfaction and Peace. 
; Q! that this unutterable Love of God might be 
once impreſs'd and engraven on your Hearts; Then 
wou d you confeſs. with me, that one Day in his 
Coutts, Preſence and Favour, is better than a Thou- 
ſand ſpent, in the Enjoyment of earthly Delights 
WAFS. po rn iy e 
But now I would ſtop a while, and aſk, If you 
have not been cheated by delufive Hopes and Pro- 
miles of obtaining Satisfaction from temporal En- 
joyments? Have you never diſcover'd their Falla- 
cy Hays they not vaniſhed into Air, even when 
you fancy d yourſelves, juſt in, Poſſeſſion? And 
dont you find they leave you diſſatisfied and un- 
ealy.?. I am certain this is the Caſe with many 
you {till feel a painful Vacancy, even in the mid 
of your ſenſual Delights and temporal Enjoy- 
ments; which, be aſſured (I ſpeak by happy tho 
ſhort. Experience) nothing thort of the Approbation 
and Favour of God, and a Poſſeſſion of his Love 
and Peace, can ever poſſibly ſatisfy. J 
Izhave told you already, that I have felt great 
Trouble and Anxiety of Mind on your Account ; 
but tho! my Head were Waters, and mine Eyes 
a Fountain of Tears; and cou'd I, or any one elſe, 
weep continually. Day and Night for you, that you 
may reſt in the Day of Trouble; yet another's 
Concern cannot do this great Work for you, with- 


. out your own Hand in the Baſinc which relates 


to your Soul's Happineſs ; ſince an inſpired Apo- 
file aſſures you, you muſt, by Diyine Aſſiſtance 
wark out your own Salvation with Fear and Trem- 
bling : For no Man can redeem his Brother, nor 


ut 
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148 An Exhortation to the Inhabitants 


Sie to God a Ranſom for his Soul. I may (ais 1 
do earneſtly) deſire your Happineſs, but I can't pro- 


cure it for you. I may wiſh you Heaven, but I 
can't obtain it for you: Yet I earneſtly pray, That 
the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
may give unto you the Spirit of Wiſdom, and Re- 
velation of the Knowledge of himjelf, whom (rig btly) 


to know, is eternal Life ; that the Eyes of your 


Underſtanding may be enlighten'd, and that -you 
may know what is the Hope of his Calling; an. 'the 
Riches of the Glory of his Inheritance in the Saints; 
and what the exceeding Greatneſs of his Power to 
us-ward who believe, according to the working of 


his mighty Power, by which he has vanquiſhed and 


brought down all the ſtrong Holds of Sin and Satan 
in the Hearts of them who confide in his mighty 
Arm, which is now extended over you for good ; 
God has viſited and called you often, and now 
waits to be gracious to you : The Almighty I fay, 
has long viſited and RA 'd you by his Mercy and 
Forbearance : He has ſpoke to you by the Voice 
of his holy Spirit, which 
lected, overlooked and quenched : Hath not Wiſ- 
dom long utter'd her Voice, even at your Doors ? 


Is ſhe not come up into your Chambers? Does 


not Underſtanding cry in the moſt ſecret Receſſes 
of your Conſciences, ſaying, How long, ye fimple 
Ones, aid you love Simplicity, and e delight 
in Scorning, and Fools hate Knowledge ? Turn you 
therefore at the Reproofs of Inſtruction, which is 


the Way to Life ; and then behold he will more 


_ abundantly pour out of his Spirit hy ns you ; and 
if ye hearken and obey his Voice, he will make 


his Words and Will known to you; on the 
contrary, | 


ſome of you have neg- 
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3 Wy you cadinae» to being a reboh 
againſt his Light and Truth in your inward Parts, 


the Conſequence is ſure, he will certainly forſake 
and leave you to your own Deluſions; becauſe he 
| hath call'd, and you refuſed ; he hath ſtretched 
forth his Hand, and no Man. regards; but have 
ſet at nought all his Counſel, turned his Word bes 


hind See Backs, and your hear none! of ie * 5 


roof. 76! 
"Theſes l you return _ repent, wh all 
your Hearts, and amend your Ways and your Do- 
ings, he will, when your Diſtreſs comes upon you, 
laugh at your Calamities, have 7.5 in Derifion, 
and mock at all your F ear. % 2 
But I fervently pray, that this way never be your 
deplorable Condition; but that you may be, not 
only the Viſited, but the Redeemed of the Lord; 
not only the Called, but the Choſen of God ! And, 

in order to make your Calling and Election ſure, 
take to yourſeives the whole Armour of God, that 
vou may ſtand againſt the Wiles of the Enemy of 


your Soul's Happineſs : Having your Loins girt 


about with Truth, and having on the Breaſt- plate 


of Righteoujneſs, and your Feet ſbod with the — 


paration of the Goſpel; but, about all, taking the 
Shield of Faith, whereby you'll 3 be able to withſtand 
and -quench all the fiery Darts of the Wicked One; 


and take the Helmet of Salvation, and the Sword of 


the Spirit, which is the Word (or Power of God.) 
Finally, Whatfoever Things are true, whatſoever 


Things are honeſt, whatſoever Things are ul whatſo- 


ever Things are lovely, whatſoever Things are of good 
Report; 1f there be any Virtue, if there be any Praiſe ; 


think on * eſe Things and pradtif them. But we muſt 


remember, , 
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rerhember, in all theſe Things, - that God be 
aur Alpha and Omega: lis Love muſt be the 
Motive, and bis Honour the End of all our 
=_ Actions; and then the God of Peace will be With 
26, and bleſs 16. To him, and to the Word: of 

bis Grace, I commit and commend yd 

you; my dear Fellow-tnortals, that my fervent. De- 
| fire and unfeigned Prayer, unto. the God of 
Life, for you all, is, that you may be javed | 
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DIVINE. LOVE 


Cc O M M EMORAT E D. 


The A U TH 0 R unknown fo me. 


W HO can | fathom the redeeming 


Act of univerſal Love? 


Human Thought, though ever teeming, 
Yet will inſufficient prove. .* 


Holy Angels ever lauding 


Of the great and wond'rous Scheme. 
Seraphs, hymning and applauding, 
Never can exhauſt the Theme. 


O ! the Heighth and Depth! ſurpriſing ! p 

O] the Length and Breadrh, how great? 
Generations pat, and rifing, 

Will the Bliſs participate. 


Sure the Father's Love was burning, 
To poor loſt and helpleſs Man, 

Anxious for his fafe returaing, £ 

Laid the meditorial Plan. * 


Nor leſs was our Saviour's Merit, 


Who ſevere Obedience paid, | 
Dy*d to obtain the Holy Spirit, | 5 85 
For his Creatures Help and Aic. 


Now, above, makes Interceſſion, 
That the penetential Mind, 

Who makes unreſerv'd Confeſſion, 
And ö _ Pardon find. 
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Ca).- 
Wretched Man, if ſuch Careſſing . 
Work not on thy brutal Heart; 
It thou ſpurn'ſt the heav'nly Blefling, 
N Thou will not in it have Part. . 


Blame thy Conduct, charge not Heaven, 

On thy Head thy Blood will lie: 

- Every Help go thee is gien, 
.4.; Suying Man's free Agen. 


Do not for a Moment's Pleaſure, 
Forfeit this thy dear-boußht Right 

To the joy and endleſs Treaſure, | 
Which the Goſpel brought to Light. 


Uſe thy Reaſon, Grace aſliſting 
Every Faculty within ; 

Thou ſhalt know a brave reſiſting 

All the deadly Powers of Sin. 


Taſte Religion's chaſte Embraces, 
Faith with genuine Works adorn ; 
Virtue has eternal Graces, | 
Freſh and blooming every Morn. 


All her Joys beyond expreſſing, 
Peace that yields a golden Crop; 
She's in Life the choiceſt Bleſſing, 

And in Death the gratetul Drop. 


Wing thy Soul, and qualiſy her, 
For the Converſe held above, 
Tip thy Tongue, to join the Choir 
n melodious Strains of Love. 


Utterly diſclaiming Merit; 
Praiſe the Father and the Son, 

Jointly with the Holy Spirit, 
An Eternal Three in One! 
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